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Coast line of 1585 km

Land area 64,000 sq. km

More than half of 19 million
Population lives in villages, 
Towns, and cities in the 
Coastal districts.



HISTORY OF COAST CONSERVATION

A Coast Protection Unit was established in the 
Colombo Port Commission in 1963, 

ÇWith the realization that a comprehensive 
approach to coastal resources management was 
required.

Ç In the 1970s problems associated with coastal 
development began to surface. A more 
management oriented approach was 
recommended in 1971, in a report submitted to

the Government by the Coast Protection Unit of 
the Colombo Port Commission.



COAST CONSERVATIONééé.

Â In 1978, a Coast Conservation Division 
was established in the Ministry of 
Fisheries. This division was upgraded 
to a Department,

the Coast Conservation Department., 
in 1984.



Coast Conservation Act

Â In 1981 Parliament enacted the Coast Conservation Act No 57 of 1981. 
This Act decreed

Â the appointment of a Director of Coast Conservation with the following 
responsibilities.

Â 1) Administration and implementation of the provisions of the Act;

Â 2) Formulation and execution of schemes of the work for coast 
conservation within the Coastal Zone ; and

Â 3) Conduct of research, in collaboration with other Departments, 
Agencies and Institutions for the purpose of coast conservation.

Â Coast Conservation (amendment) act No. 64 of 1988



MARAINE POLLUTION PREVENTION
ACT NO. 59 OF 1981

ÂAn act to provide for the prevention, 
reduction and control of pollution in Sri 
Lanka water.

ÂTo give effect to International 
conventions for the prevention of 
pollution of the sea for matters 
connected with incidental thereto.



THE Sri Lanka National oil spill 
contingency plan (INSTCOM)2003

Â Following 9 output have successfully been 
completed.

Â Revision of oil spill contingency plan

Â Mapping of environmentally sensitive 
coastal area 

Â The risk of oil spill damage to specific 
coastal areas, and resources assessed

Â Oil spill impact assessment procedures 
implemented



The Sri Lanka National oil spill 
contingency plan (INSTCOM)

Â Procedure for economic valuation of 
resources and accounting of oil spill damage 
developed and implemented

Â Oil spill combat and clean up capacities 
evaluated and strengthened

Â Law enforcement capacities identified and 
action proposed.

Â Awareness on oil spill prevention

Â Capacity of the MPPA, control and mitigation 
strengthened



Constitutional provisions

Legal Empowerment

National Commitmenté

Article 5     - Territorial Waters

Article 170 - Territorial Waters - Territorial Sea & Historic Waters

Article 7     - Maritime Zones Act / Law 

ïProclamation by President

Article 27(14) - Protect, Preserve & Improve Environment

Article 27(15 ) - Foster respect for Int. Law & Treaty Obligations

Relevant Acts/ Legislation



Institutions Engaged in Coastal and 
Marine Risk Mitigation.

Â Coast Conservation Department

Â Marine Pollution Prevention Authority.

Â Disaster Management Centre.

Â Ministry of Disaster Management and H.R.

Â Ministry of Environment.

Â Sri Lanka Ports Authority.

Â National Aquatic Resources Research & 
Development Agency  - NARA

Â Geological Survey and Mines Bureau

Â Ceylon Fisheries Corporation



Our concern  on Marine Pollution

Å Aesthetics and Biodiversity

ï Bonavista Coral Reef
ï Rekawa Lagoon

ï Hum -mane, the Blow Hole

ï Hikkaduwa Beach

Island

ÅClimate & Weather
ÅLand : Sea [Exclusive Economic Zone - EEZ] ï1 : 8

Contribution to National Economy

Å Fisheries ï90%
ÅProtein Source 65%
ÅAqua/Mari Culture 
Å Tourism ï70% Hotels
ÅMinerals ï100% Salt



Significance of Marine 
Pollution to Sri Lanka

ÅNational Commitment
ÅAssociated Risks

ÅPorts in Operation
ÅSensitive Areas

ÅShip route
ÅShip services
ÅEconomic Activities



Maritime Zones of Sri Lanka

National Commitmenté

Maritime 

Zone

from 

Baseline 
(Nm)

Area 

(Sq.Km)

Territorial 

Sea

12 21700

Contiguous 

Zone

24 22600

EEZ/PPZ 200 465800



Marine Based

ÅTanker Transportation of oil over 525 Mn MT /y in  & around 
SL EEZ

ÅDense traffic volume 300 ï350 vessels/tankers per Day

ÅTERRORISM

ÅOffshore Single Point Buoy Moorings [SPBM]

ÅDumping Bunker & ship repair industry

ÅBallast water Ports expansion

ÅExplorations

ÅPoor tech. worthiness of vessels in traffic

Risks associatedéé.Land Based
ÅPopulation Pressure  -34 %

ÅUrbanization - 65%
ÅIndustrialization ï65% Organized industries



Ship Routes



-- Existing

ÅÅÅ Planned

Ship Routes

Sethusamudram

Ship Channel



Location of 

Ports

ÅCommercial Ports

ÅPorts under development

ÅFishery harbours

Ports in operationé

KKS



ÅÅEcosystemsEcosystems

ððMangrovesMangroves

ððShallow coral reefsShallow coral reefs

ððSea grassesSea grasses

ððMuddy tidal flatsMuddy tidal flats

ððSandy beachesSandy beaches

ððRocky shoresRocky shores

ððLagoons and estuariesLagoons and estuaries

ÅÅSocioSocio-- Economic Economic 

ActivitiesActivities

ððBeach FisheryBeach Fishery

ððTourism RelatedTourism Related

ððWater IntakeWater Intake

Sensitive Areas



There is possibility to occur oil 

spill any time 

1. If oil spills occur there will be 

heavy impacts on marine based 

industries

2. Heavy impact on marine 

environment.



Date Incident Location Amount of Oil

09-09-97 MV Cordiality 30 Km North of 

Trincomee

Less than700 Mt Oil 

Leakage

30-06-98 Floating hose burst at 

Sea Terminal

Colombo SPBM 90 Mt Crude oil 

Leakage

19-09-98 MV Zim Piraeus in 

collision with MV Leerot

Colombo 70 Mt Oil Leakage

03-08-99 MV Meliska foundered in 

heavy weather when 

under tow

Off South Coast 200 Mt Oil 

07-09-2006 M v Amanat Shah Off shore Galle Less than 50 mT

Past oil spill Incidents



24 x 7 National Emergency Operations Centre

Air Port, Harbour & Other 
vital installations of service 

providing agencies etc.

Tsunami & 

Multi Hazard 

Warning 

Centre

Risk 

Assessment 

Data 

Collection, 

Research and 

Analysis 

Centre

Inter National 

& Regional 

Disaster 

Warning 

Centres

Emergency 
Service 
Providers

ÅPresidential 
Secretariat

ÅPMôs Office

ÅNCDM

ÅCabinet

ÅM/DM&HR

ÅMOD

ÅMinistries 

ÅMilitary

ÅPolice

ÅGovt. Agencies 

ÅPrivate Agencies

ÅNGOs

ÅCBOs

ÅRed Cross

ÅCivil Society 

EOCs & DM Committees of

Provincial Councils, Districts, 
Div,  LA, Local Authorities

Hot-line

Fax

Internet

Satellite

SLT/ Dialog, 
SMS

Emergency 
Operations Centre

Plasma Large TV Screen 

C
C

T
V

 M
o
n

it
o

rs

Computer Work 
Stations

T
V

 M
o

n
it
o
rs

Planning 
Room

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
a
ti
o

n
 R

o
o

m

Media 
Room

Conference 
Room 20 Line Call Centre

Briefing 
Room

Briefing 
Room

Studio 
Room

Equipment 
Room

Planning 
Room

General Public

24 x 7 National Emergency Operations Centre

Air Port, Harbour & Other 
vital installations of service 

providing agencies etc.

Tsunami & 

Multi Hazard 

Warning 

Centre

Risk 

Assessment 

Data 

Collection, 

Research and 

Analysis 

Centre

Inter National 

& Regional 

Disaster 

Warning 

Centres

Emergency 
Service 
Providers

ÅPresidential 
Secretariat

ÅPMôs Office

ÅNCDM

ÅCabinet

ÅM/DM&HR

ÅMOD

ÅMinistries 

ÅMilitary

ÅPolice

ÅGovt. Agencies 

ÅPrivate Agencies

ÅNGOs

ÅCBOs

ÅRed Cross

ÅCivil Society 

EOCs & DM Committees of

Provincial Councils, Districts, 
Div,  LA, Local Authorities

Hot-line

Fax

Internet

Satellite

SLT/ Dialog, 
SMS

Emergency 
Operations Centre

Plasma Large TV Screen 

C
C

T
V

 M
o
n

it
o

rs

Computer Work 
Stations

T
V

 M
o

n
it
o
rs

Planning 
Room

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
a
ti
o

n
 R

o
o

m

Media 
Room

Conference 
Room 20 Line Call Centre

Briefing 
Room

Briefing 
Room

Studio 
Room

Equipment 
Room

Planning 
Room

General PublicGeneral Public



The first wave began to 
impact at 8.40 am.

Affected ðtwo-thirds of 
coastline of SL. 1000 km.

The wave surge was 
recorded 5 ð6.5 metres

Houses destroyed 100,000

Number dead ð30, 959

Number missing ð5, 644

Number displaced ð500, 669

Tsunami



i



Environmental Response

ÂGOSL Quickly requested urgent 
assistance from UNEP to work with 
National experts to conduct Rapid 
Environmental Assessment.

ÂEnvironmental issues specified for 
assessment: coral reefs, shore erosion, 
coastal land use planning, water 
pollution and soil contamination


