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WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 

Afghanistan  
 
USAID Grants to Help Afghans Use Mobile Money Services 
 
Source: - Daily Outlook, Kabul 
Date: - 1 December 2011 
 

KABUL - The USAID said on Wednesday it had signed innovation grants with three major Afghan 
mobile network operators to support the expansion of mobile money in the country. 
The grants to Etisalat, MTN and Roshan M-Paisa will enable more than 100,000 Afghans to use mobile 
money to transfer funds to friends and family members, promote their businesses, receive salaries and pay 
utility bills.A statement from the US agency said through the Mobile Money Innovation Grant Fund, it 
was laying the foundation for future development by supporting public-private partnerships to build 
innovative mobile money applications and increase the number of clients and agents.At the signing 
ceremony, USAID Deputy Mission Director Jed Barton encouraged government ministries to consider 
using mobile money to improve service delivery efficiency and effectiveness. He noted that mobile money 
could improve both the transparency of government salary payments and the ease of bill payments.The 
launch of Etisalat's M-Hawala service coincided with the signing of the $748,000 grant agreement with 
USAID. The grant supports Etisalat's mobile money service, enabling customers to pay utility bills using 
mobile money services.Etisalat Chief Commercial Officer Dr. Ali Asgharzadeh said, "Etisalat is proud to 
be leading the way in empowering the Afghan people by giving them access to banking products via their 
mobile phones. Our ultimate goal is to allow all Afghans access to affordable financial services on 
Etisalat's national network."The Mobile Telecommunications Network Afghanistan (MTN) announced its 
partnership with USAID on November 27 at a $950,000 grant fund signing ceremony. The grant will 
assist MTN in expanding its mobile money services into rural areas and promote teacher salary payments 
using mobile money.  

Britain Provides Private Sector $9m Grant  
 
Source: - Daily Outlook, Kabul 
Date: - 4 December 2011  

KABUL - The British government would provide $9 million (433.9 million Afghanis) in grant support to 
the private sector of Afghanistan, an official said on Saturday.The project would be jointly executed by 
the Afghanistan Investment Support Agency (AISA) and the British Department International 
Development (DFID), AISA deputy head, Mohammad Nasim Akbar, told a news conference.Investors 
had been facing problems due to inadequate access to financial resources, and by receiving the grant, their 
problem would be resolved, Akbar hoped.The funds would be spent on promoting gardening, livestock, 
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carpet-weaving, furniture, pharmacy and mine sectors, with the help of investors, the DFID spokesman, 
Humayun Shahim, told Pajhwok Afghan News.Investors registered with ASIA and DFID should have a 
proper plan for investment, ability and employing a considerable number of workers, he said. The 
investors present their plans twice annually. The investors would be helped after their plans were 
evaluated, he said.Kandahar Chamber of Commerce and Industries head, Faizul Haq Mushkani, said he 
was happy to hear about the grant and would convince investors in the province to evolve plans in this 
regard.  

54 Afghans killed in Ashura bomb blasts 
 
Source: - Press TV, Kabul 
Date: - 7 December 2011  

At least 54 Afghans have lost their lives in two 
separate explosions in Afghanistan's Kabul and 
Mazar-i-Sharif as Shia Muslims were 
commemorating the martyrdom of the third Shia 
Imam, Imam Hussein (PBUH), Press TV reports. On 
Tuesday, a bomb went off in the centre of Kabul, 
where Shias had gathered to commemorate the day 
of Ashura and the martyrdom of Imam Hussein, AFP 
reported. At least 48 people, including children, were 
killed and more than 150 others wounded in the 
bloody attack. Hashmatullah Stanekzai, a spokesman 
for Kabul police, said that the blast took place at the 
Abu Fazel shrine where worshippers had gathered 
for mourning rituals.  

In a separate incident, four Afghans, including a soldier, were killed in a bomb blast near a mosque in the 
northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif in Balkh Province on Tuesday. Millions of Shia Muslims across the globe 
are holding mourning rituals to honor Imam Hossein (PBUH), the grandson of Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH), and a number of his loyal companions who were brutally killed while fighting for justice in 
Karbala, Iraq, over 1,300 years ago.  

 

Bangladesh   

Jute godown gutted 
 
Source: - The Daily Star, Badhagat 
Date: - 1 December 2011  

Fire gutted a jute godown in Badhagat area of the district town yesterday afternoon. Locals said the fire 
originated from an electric short circuit at about 1:00pm and soon engulfed the warehouse. On 
information, fire fighters rushed to the spot and doused the blaze after an hour-long frantic effort. The 
affected godown owner Babor Ali Panna claimed that about 200 maunds of jute were gutted by the fire. 
The extent of loss was estimated by the fire fighters at about Tk 2 lakh. 

Spurious liquor kills 2  

Source: - The Daily Star, Bagerhat Sadar 
Date: - 4 December 2011  
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Two goldsmiths died while three fell sick after drinking spurious liquor in Bagerhat Sadar upazila on 
Friday. The deceased were identified as Ananda, 42, and Giash Sheikh, 45. Three others- Kader, Kalu, 
and Babul, are now undergoing treatment at Bagerhat Sadar Hospital. Police said the five fell sick after 
drinking rectified sprit on Wednesday night. Later, they were admitted to the hospital in a critical 
condition where the duo died. 

2 workers killed in stampede, 65 hurt  
 
Source: - The Daily Star, Chankharpool  
Date: - 4 December 2011  

 Two female garment workers were trampled to death yesterday by their 
fellow workers while rushing down the pitch-black and narrow staircase of 
a garment factory in the city's Chankharpool area fearing a fire. The 
incident also left at least 65 others injured, mostly women.The deceased are 
Jasmin Akhter, 20, daughter of late Idris Ali of Shahidnagar in Lalbagh and 
Taslima Akhter, 18, daughter of Aziz Hawlader of Keraniganj.The injured 
were taken to Dhaka Medical College Hospital. Of them, 22 were released 
after given first aid, said DMCH doctor Mehedi Hasan.Incensed, workers of 
Eurotex Ltd on Hosni Dalan Road later vandalised parts of the factory and 
staged demonstrations demanding the production manager be punished 
since he had allegedly asked the factory gate to be closed when the workers 
were trying to escape.Witnesses said around 1:00pm some workers saw 
smoke coming out of the boiler room on the second floor of the seven-
storey factory and got down using the two narrow staircases. When they got 
down, the factory authorities told them there was no fire and asked them to 
get back to work.  

 

Returning to work within five minutes, the garment employees saw more smoke and smelt gas. “I saw the 
smoke gushing out and smelt the gas,” said Jahanara Begum, a worker at the second floor.Apprehending 
the possibility of the gas igniting, the workers began panicking and rushed to go out. To make sure the gas 
does not ignite, a factory official disconnected the mains and the factory went dark.As the female workers 
crowded a staircase designated for their use, the guard rail of the stairs broke and many fell from the stairs 
on to the ones below. Many got trampled then by the ones who were trying to get out. However, when 
they reached the gate downstairs, they found it locked. The workers also blamed the security guards for 
the deaths as they complied with the production manager's directives.Contacted, factory administrative 
officer Muhasin Ali denied the allegation of keeping the gate closed but admitted that he had switched off 
the mains to avert a fire.  
 
17 shops gutted  
 
Source: - The Daily Star, Khagrachhari Bazar 
Date: - 5 December 2011  

At least 17 shops were gutted in a fire at Khagrachhari Bazar in the district town early yesterday.Four 
grocery shops, three medicine stores, a diagnostic centre, four cloth shops, four godowns and some tea 
stalls were burnt to ashes. The extent of loss could go up to Tk 3 crore, said the affected shop owners.Fire 
brigade sources said, the fire originated from an electric short circuit at a cloth shop at the bazar at around 
03:00am and soon engulfed the adjacent shops.Three fire units doused the flames with the help of local 
people after one hour of frantic efforts, they added. 
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River erosion takes serious turn in Narail 
 
Source: - The New Natioan, Narail 
Date: - 5 December 2011  
 
Continuous erosion of the two mighty rivers- Madhumati and Nabaganga- is threatening the existence of 
homesteads,farmlands,public institutions and economic centres at 35 villages in Kalia and Lohagora 
upazilas of Narail district.A vast tract of farmland and 50 dwelling houses of Mahajan and Ghosibaria 
villages under Mauli union in Kalia upazila of the district were devoured by the rivers in the last two 
week.The affected people have made a fervent appeal to the government to take immediate measures to 
save their lives and properties.The erosion over the years is changing the geographical map of Lohagora 
and Kalia upazilas in Narail, Alphadanga upazila in Faridpur, Kashiani and Gopalganj Sadar upazila in 
Gopalganj district.The erosion-hit villages are Amdanga, Shalnagar, Itna, Dholoitola, Karfa, 
Mollikpur,Kalna,Mohishapara,Shiorbar,Astail,Ariara,B akjuri,Kot-akhol, Ghaga, Telkara in Lohagora 
upazila, Mohajon, Ghoshibari, Bordia, Patna, Islampur, Chanderchar,Shuktagram,Noagram, Bendarchar, 
Diadanga, Peroli, Madhapasa, Baroipara and Gajirhat in Kalia upazila and Gopalpur and Panail village in 
Alphadanga upazila.A good number of schools, colleges, religious institutions, metal and earthen roads, 
launch terminals, ferry ghats and thousands hectares of crop lands are on the verge of abolition because of 
the unabated erosion.The affected institutions are Mollikpur High School, Mohajan-Ghosibaria High 
School, Itna High School and College, Bhatiapara Railway station, Bordia High School and Primary 
School, Munsi Manik Mia Degree College,Mohajan Sonali Bank, Kalia Telephone Exchanges and 
Gazirhat High School.Bordia Bazar,once a big jute trade centre in greater Jessore, has been reduced to 
nearly half in the past few years due to the erosion. Mauli union parishad chairman Firoz khan said 
'Nabaganga river erosion has taken a serious turn here.Everyday many homesteads and cropland are being 
devoured by the rivers leaving thousands of people homeless in the union. Most of the erosion victims 
have taken shelter in the neighbouring villages,the chairman added.When contacted, Julfikar Ali, 
Executive Engineer of Water Development Board in Narail told BSS that erosion has taken an alarming 
turn in the two upazilas. Loss of navigability is a major cause of erosion as the river banks are overflowed 
by the water rolling down from upstream."I have informed the higher authorities of the problem and we 
had submitted project proposal for building erosion protection embankment along the banks of two rivers" 
he said.Lawmaker for the Narail-1 constituency Kabirul Haque Mukti, Narail Deputy Commissioner 
Mohammad Jahurul Haque and WDB high officials visited the erosion affected areas recently and assured 
the affected people of taking necessary steps to check the erosion. 
 
Fire kills one, destroys two cinemas, more than 50 shops in Bhola 
 
Source: - The Daily Star, Lalmohan 
Date: - 7 December 2011  

A young man was burned to death and 20 others sustained injuries in a devastating fire which gutted a 
large number of shops, storehouses, two cinema halls in Lalmohan upazila town on Sunday night.The 
deceased was identified as Dulal, 28, staff of the local Binodon cinema hall and resident of Kishoreganj 
village of the upazila.Fire fighters recovered the body early yesterday.Fire service sources said the fire 
originated from electric short circuit at around 11:00pm at a tea stall beside Binodon cinema hall and soon 
engulfed the Binodon and adjacent Modhu Sandhya cinema halls, over 50 grocery, confectionary, 
stationery and medicine shops, an oil mill and several storehouses.On information, fire fighting units from 
Daulatkhan, Charfashion, Lalmohan and Bhola Sadar stations rushed to the spot and doused the flame 
after two hours of frantic efforts at 1:00am.Affected people claimed that the extent of loss from the fire 
could go up to Tk 20 crore. 
 
6 killed in Rangpur bus plunge 
 
Source: - The Daily Star, Rangpur 
Date: - 7 December 2011  

At least six people were killed and 25 injured when a bus plunged into a roadside pond on Rangpur-
Badarganj road in Rangpur district early Wednesday.Four of the deceased were identified as Asad Ali, 55, 
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of the district town; Rezaul Karim, 55, of Rangpur Sadar upazila; and Sadeque Ali, 60, and Akil Uddin, 
60, of Badarganj upazila, reports our Rangpur correspondent.The accident occurred around 5:30am when 
the driver of a Badarganj-bound bus of Chishtia Paribahan lost control over the steering and fell into a 
roadside pond while giving way to a microbus coming from the opposite direction in Nazirerhat area of 
the upazila, said Selim Haider, an assistant sub-inspector (ASI) of Kotwali Police Station."I am afraid the 
death toll might go up as the condition of six to seven injured passengers was stated to be critical," he 
said.All six passengers died on the spot, Selim Haider added.The ASI suspected that poor visibility 
triggered by the dense fog may have been the major reason behind the accident.The injured were rushed to 
Rangpur Medical College Hospital. 
 

Bhutan   
 

No news found this week 
 
 

India  
 
Fire at BSNL exchange 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 01 December 2011 
 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu: Nearly 3,300 telephone lines attached to the Dinroze BSNL exchange on Anna 
Salai were damaged when a fire broke out in the facility on Wednesday. The incident occurred around 
3.30 p.m. because of an electrical short circuit, said officials of the Fire and Rescue Services. “Water 
tenders were immediately summoned from Egmore and Triplicane stations to carry out the operations,” 
said an official. Nearly 9,000 wires are suspected to have been destroyed in the incident. A BSNL 
spokesperson said that field staff members were awaiting clearance from the Tamil Nadu Electricity 
Board to start restoration work. 
 
53 hurt in bus accident 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 01 December 2011 
 

 
 
Kollam, Kerala: Fifty-three persons were injured when a Thiruvananthapuram-bound KSRTC fast-
passenger bus crashed into a shopping complex near Taluk Office Junction here on Wednesday morning. 
One person, Josey Varghese, who was seriously injured, was admitted to the Thiruvananathapuram 
Medical College Hospital. The others were rushed to the nearby district hospital. Twenty persons were 
discharged after first-aid. The remaining 32 were admitted to the hospital. One of the injured, identified as 
Harrison, suffered burns. He was running a wayside tea stall at the site of the accident. The bus crashed 
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through the tea stall and he suffered burns when boiling water spilt over him. Eyewitnesses said the 
accident occurred when the driver of a private bus in front of the KSRTC bus applied brakes to take in a 
passenger. The driver of the KSRTC bus coming behind lost control of the vehicle which scraped the rear 
portion of the private bus and crashed into the shopping complex. Fire and Rescue Services personnel, 
police and the local people engaged in rescue operations. The Kollam East Police have registered a case. 
 
5.8 magnitude quake hits Nicobar Islands 
 
Source: http://zeenews.india.com 
Date: 01 December 2011 
 
New Delhi: A moderate earthquake measuring 5.8 on the Richter scale jolted India's Nicobar Islands early 
Thursday. The quake hit the islands at 1.12 am, Xinhua quoted the US Geological Survey (USGS) as 
saying. The temblor's epicentre, with a depth of 1.00 km, was initially determined to be at 7.8365 degrees 
north latitude and 94.0158 degrees east longitude. Situated in the south-east of the Bay of Bengal, the 
Nicobar Islands comprises 22 large and small islands, of which only 12 have inhabitants. - IANS      
 
Four killed in two accidents in Nalgonda 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 02 December 2011 
 
Nalgonda, Andhra Pradesh: Four persons, including a woman, were killed in two accidents involving two 
APSRTC buses in Chityal and Choutuppal police limits on the National Highway 9 on Thursday. In the 
ghastly accident in which a car hit a DCM van and an RTC bus, Rayapati Venkateswarlu (52), his wife 
Hymavati (48) and car driver G. Nageswar Rao (29) died on the spot in Chityal limits. Three other 
passengers of the car, including a woman, were injured. The deceased couple were going to Hyderabad 
from Nandigama, in Krishna district, to visit their daughter. The bodies were sent to Ramannapet hospital 
for post-mortem. Police said the car was travelling at good speed. There was heavy traffic jam for several 
hours following the accident, delaying clearance of vehicles involved in the crash. In the collision between 
a car and RTC bus near Malkapur, in Choutuppal police limits, Narasimha (45), an employee of 
APTransco in Nalgonda, was killed when he hit the bus. The body was shifted to the Government 
Hospital for post-mortem. 
 
One dies, 15 injured in accident 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 02 December 2011 
 
Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh: One person died and 15 others were hurt when a private bus overturned 
between Peapuly and Gooty on the NH-7 on Thursday. Driver of the Volvo bus Rahaman died on the spot. 
Fifteen passengers suffered minor injuries who were shifted to hospital at Gooty and other places. The 
bus, which was on its way from Hyderabad to Bangalore, belonged to Salim Tours and Travel Co. 
 
5.4 magnitude quake hits Nicobar Islands 
 
Source: http://www.sify.com 
Date: 03 December 2011 
 
New Delhi: An earthquake measuring 5.4 on the Richter scale jolted India's Nicobar Islands early 
Saturday. According to the US Geological Survey (USGS), the temblor hit the Nicobar Islands at 1.07 
a.m. The quake's epicentre, with a depth of 38.70 km, was initially determined to be at 7.7615 degrees 
north latitude and 93.9754 degrees east longitude. Located in the south-east of the Bay of Bengal, the 
Nicobar Islands comprises 22 large and small islands, of which only 12 have inhabitants. 
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25 huts gutted in Pune slum fire 
Source: Hindustan Times 
Date: 04 December 2011 
 
Pune: At least 25 huts were gutted in a fire in a slum in Pune on Saturday afternoon, fire department 
officials said. There were no reports of any casualties. The fire started from one of the huts in Patil Estate 
slum in Shivajinagar area and spread quickly. Stove malfunctioning led to the blaze, fire department 
officer Vijay Bhilare said, adding at least 25 huts were destroyed. Narrow roads leading to the area and 
traffic chaos delayed the arrival of fire brigade vehicles at the spot, he said. Fifteen fire engines were 
pressed into service to put out the blaze, Bhilare added. 
 
Building collapses in west Delhi, people feared trapped 
 
Source: DD News 
Date: 04 December 2011 
 

  
Some people are feared trapped after a four-storeyed building collapsed in West Delhi Saturday morning, 
fire brigade officials said. The incident was reported from near Uttam Nagar Metro Station at around 
11:30 AM. Fire brigade and police personnel have rushed to the spot. Officials said around 10 people are 
feared trapped in the debris. The building collapsed when the foundation for another upcoming tenement 
close by was being laid, police said. A family of seven resides in the house, they said, adding officials are 
yet to ascertain how many were in the building when the incident took place. Search operation is on in full 
swing to rescue those feared trapped under the rubble.  
 
Scientists say melting Himalayan glaciers threaten millions 
 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 06 December 2011   

 

Scientists say millions of people are under threat from melting of Himalayan glaciers. The findings of the 
scientists carrying out the most comprehensive ever assessment on climate change in the region show 
Nepal's glaciers have shrunk by 21 percent and Bhutan's by 22 percent over 30 years. The findings were 
published in today’s Himalayan times daily in three reports by the Kathmandu-based International Centre 
for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD). The reports provide the first authoritative confirmation 
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of the extent of Himalayan glacial melting. They follow a discredited announcement by scientists in 2007 
that the region's glaciers would be gone by 2035. A three-year Sweden-funded research project led by 
ICIMOD showed all the 10 glaciers surveyed in the region are shrinking, with a marked acceleration in 
loss of ice between 2002 and 2005. Another study found a significant reduction in snow cover across the 
region in the last decade. Scientists say the effects of climate change in the Himalayas could be 
devastating, as the region provides food and energy for 1. 3 billion people living in downstream river 
basins. 
 
Six killed, 18 injured in UP road accident 
 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 06 December 2011   
 
In Uttar Pradesh, six persons died and 18 were injured when a roadways bus collided head-on with a truck 
in Soron area in Badaun amid dense fog on Tuesday morning. The incident occurred on the Bareilly-Agra 
highway. Five of the seriously injured passengers have been rushed to a Bareilly hospital. 
 
Steps for disaster management 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 07 December 2011 
 
Kochi, Kerala: Revenue Minister Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan, who also holds the Disaster Management 
Department, has said the department is upgrading the preparedness for meeting emergencies in Idukki 
district where seismic disturbances occur frequently. The department and the State Disaster Management 
Authority were in contact with the National Disaster Management Authority. It had also recently written 
to the National Disaster Management Force seeking its help, he said. The government was planning to 
install equipment to forewarn of seismic disturbances in Idukki, especially in the vicinity of the dam. 
Digital devices for constantly monitoring the water level and pressure in the reservoir would be installed, 
the Minister said. He said that people living in Idukki needed to be given guidance to cope with the effects 
of seismic disturbances. 
 
Disaster mitigation plan may go off the mark 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 07 December 2011 
 
Thiruvananthapuram, KERALA: Can the Idukki reservoir hold water from Mullaperiyar dam if it bursts? 
Is the State's Disaster Management Authority's attempt to prepare a disaster mitigation plan in the event of 
the Mullaperiyar bursting consistent with geographical characteristics of the Idukki High Ranges? The 
State Disaster Management Authority, which has come out with a plan to contain water of the 
Mullaperiyar dam in the event of a burst in the lower dams of the Periyar in Idukki district, appears to be 
on a wrong footing, if cartographic analysis of the area that have been corroborated by satellite imageries 
is anything to go by. Contemporary studies of the physio-geographical characteristics of the high ranges 
show that water from the dam burst might not even reach Idukki arch dam to the anticipated level because 
the water might take different courses depending on the geographical features of the area. Census of India 
publication, “Regional Divisions of India – A Cartographic Analysis (Series I, Volume X, Kerala), 1985, 
gives a very exhaustive analysis of the physio-geographical characteristics based on height of the “kara” 
according to MSL (mean sea level) by using Survey of India Topographic sheets. 
Slope towards west 
The details of Idukki district has been elaborated in Pages 157-69 of this publication. The study has 
pointed out that the Mullaperiyar dam is located in the area falling above the contour line of above 1,000 
m. as per the detailed satellite map. The district, as elsewhere in the State, has a terrain with slope towards 
west, with the exception of a small area on the northeast portion near Marayoor. The Periyar river flows in 
southwest-northwest direction and its left bank at some places have lower MSL in height. There are many 
valleys which lead to form tributaries in the area, stretching from Moovattupuzha river to Pamba river of 
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which two places (near Vagamon and near Vandiperyar) are susceptible to overflowing of any large-scale 
influx of waters due to an event of breakage of Mullaperiyar. 
Possibilities 
According to S Jayashanker, former Deputy Director of Census Department, who was involved in the 
cartographic studies, the general principle is that water takes the course wherever the contour level is low. 
In a catastrophe of breakage of Mullaperiyar, there is no guarantee that water will take the course of 
Periyar river alone. The main outlets for the water are towards Azhutha River near Vandiperiyar and then 
on to Meenachil river near Vagamon, both places lie before the water reach Idukki dam. In that exigency, 
water will flow through the entire tract from Meenachil River in the north to Pamba River in the south, 
leading to wide devastation of Kottayam and Alappuzha districts. It is also possible that new rivers may 
emerge in the region affecting lives of lakhs of people, he said. Considering this fact, the present plan of 
the disaster management to contain the water of Mullaperiyar in the other lower dams of Periyar, 
particularly Idukki, seemed untenable as there was every chance that the water of Mullaperiyar may not 
even reach Idukki to the expected level, as it would take different courses much before it reached the 
Idukki reservoir, he said. 
 
 

Maldives  
 
 
HIV/AIDS is becoming a manageable chronic disease: WHO 
 
Source: - Miadhu News 
Date: - 1 December 2011  
 
Thirty years after the first reported case of human infection with the HIV virus, the profile of HIV/AIDS 
is undergoing a transformation from a life-threatening emergency to a manageable chronic disease. New 
strategies and initiatives have ensured that fewer people are getting infected with the virus, and more 
infected people are getting treatment and living longer. On World AIDS Day 2011, WHO urges countries 
in South-East Asia to focus on eliminating the disease, particularly in children, by 2015.Between 2001 and 
2010, the number of people newly infected with HIV declined sharply by 34% in WHO’s South-East Asia 
Region. The number of people living with HIV and receiving anti-retroviral treatment (ART) also 
increased 10-fold. This indicates that more people are getting access to treatment. With the expansion of 
facilities providing testing and counseling services, approximately 16 million people have been tested for 
HIV across the Region.“We are coming out of a transformative decade for the HIV/AIDS epidemic. With 
innovative treatment regimens, improved health services as well as political commitment, HIV- positive 
people who are on treatment are living longer and better lives,” said Dr Samlee Plianbangchang, WHO 
Regional Director for South-East Asia. He added, “We must learn from our experiences, and work to 
ensure that no child born gets infected with HIV.”To achieve this, WHO along with UNICEF, UNFPA, 
UNAIDS and countries in the Asia-PacificRegion launched an initiative in 2011 with the goal of 
eliminating new paediatric HIV infections and congenital syphilis by 2015.Also making this possible is 
the new treatment initiative recommended by WHO and UNAIDS, “Treatment 2.0”. It works on the 
principle that high quality drugs that are easy to take, easy to monitor, and affordable are needed to 
achieve universal, sustainable access to treatment.However, major challenges remain. According to the 
WHO Progress Report on HIV/AIDS in South-East Asia 2011, an estimated 3.5 million people were 
living with HIV/AIDS in 2010, including 140 000 children. Women accounted for 37% of this population. 
The epidemic continues to be on the rise in Indonesia, although the number of new infections is showing a 
downward trend in India, Myanmar, Nepal and Thailand. Annually, there are an estimated 210 000 new 
HIV infections and 230 000 AIDS deaths in the South-East Asia Region, mainly transmitted through 
sexual intercourse, followed by injecting drug use (IDU).The overall prevalence of HIV is low in the 
Region (0.3%), but sex workers and their clients, men who have sex with men (MSM), transgender 
individuals and people who inject drugs are disproportionately affected. Protective behaviour such as 
consistent condom use is increasing among sex workers, but not in MSM and IDUs.The majority of 
people living with HIV are unaware of their HIV status. Less than one out of five pregnant women have 
access to HIV testing and counselling; two out of three HIV-infected pregnant women do not receive anti-
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viral prophylaxis. Only a third of all people with advanced HIV infection are receiving anti-retroviral 
treatment as per the latest WHO criteria. However, more than four out of five people who have started 
treatment are alive and on treatment 12 months after the start of therapy.Access to HIV testing for all 
pregnant women, and ART for those who have tested positive, are essential to prevent children from being 
infected in the womb or through breastfeeding. In order to achieve this, WHO recommends HIV services 
be integrated into related health services, such as maternal and child health services. Reducing HIV-
associated stigma and discrimination in community and healthcare settings is also vital. WHO continues 
to advocate for reducing prices of anti-retroviral drugs, and investing in building health systems and 
human resources so that countries can scale up HIV interventions.The Regional Health Sector Strategy on 
HIV, 2011-2015, which has been endorsed by all Member States of the WHO South-East Asia Region, 
envisions “zero new HIV infections, zero AIDS-related deaths and zero discrimination in a world where 
people living with HIV are able to live long, healthy lives.” 

 
Nepal 
 
Chopper crashes‚ all safe 
 
Source: - The Himalayan Times, Salleri 
Date: - 30 November 2011 
  
SALLERI: A Fishtail Air 9N-AIK helicopter with a crew member and a passenger, an Australian, on 
Tuesday met with an accident at Khumjung in Solukhumbu. There were no casualties though, said Fishtail 
Air CEO Suman Pandey. The chopper had failed to take off to a hover at Labuche area at around 1 pm. 
Bishnu Prasad Dhakal of Eco Lodge in Labuche, an eyewitness, said the chopper lost its balance while 
Captain Dipak Rana was making an attempt to lift off. The chopper was damaged. Another helicopter 
belonging to Air Dynasty had later rescued Rana and a co-pilot, who was not on board when the incident 
occurred. The Australian national, however, refused to return via a chopper and decided to trek to Lukla. 
 
Govt keeps bird flu outbreak area under high observation 
 
Source: - Kantipur News, Bhaktapur 
Date: - 30 November 2011 
 

BHAKTAPUR, NOV 30 - The government on 
Wednesday kept the Bird flu (H5N1 virus) outbreak area 
near the Lokanthali Manohara Bridge in Madhyapur 
Thimi Municipality of Bhaktapur district under high 
observation. A surveillance team has been formed for the 
observation. The team will be responsible to report to the 
Veterinary Services Directorate every Thursday, sources 
confirmed. The government has directed not to allow 
farming chickens and ducks for 42 days.According to 
District Livestock Services Chief Shiva Bahadur Kc, the 
government has intensified observation at Bhaktapur-2 
Municipality and 16 VDCs of the district.  
 

He also informed that awareness programmes have also been made in the district to contain flu outbreak. 
Over 300 chickens and ducks were slaughtered after the Veterinary Epidemiology Centre in Tripureshwor 
confirmed the outbreak of the avian flu at the poultry farm owned by Chandra Bahadur Tamang on 
Tuesday. It also said the outbreak is the first one in the valley. Tamang had filed a complaint at the office 
of the livestock services after 90 chickens on his farm died on November 9 and 10. A sample of the dead 
chicken was then sent for tests to the Veterinary Laboratory Agency, Weybridge, United Kingdom. The 
test results on Friday confirmed that the chickens died of bird flu. 
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Race to observe SAARC Charter Day 
 
Source: - The Himalayan Times, Kathmandu 
Date: - 1 December 2011  
 
KATHMANDU: The SAARC Secretariat is organising a marathon in the Capital city on December 8 to 
commemorate the 26th SAARC Charter Day.The secretariat said in a statement that it has asked all 
members of the diplomatic community based in Kathmandu to take part in the event.The event will kick 
off from the SAARC Secretariat and end at the secretariat after passing through Durbar Marg, Kamaladi, 
Ram Shah Path, Singha Durbar, Thapathali, Tripureshwor, Sundhara, Mahankal and Jamal.Those who 
want to participate in the event should register at the secretariat by 3 pm on December 6 and arrive at the 
secretariat at 6.45 am on December 8 for the event that will begin at 7 am. The registration can also be 
done through email - shabbir@saarc-sec.org - or over the phone (01-4221694). 
 
1,300 chickens destroyed 
 
Source: - Republica News, Bhaktapur 
Date: - 1 December 2011  
 
BHAKTAPUR : Around 1,300 chickens and 200 ducks at Manohara Landless Squatters´ Settlement have 
been destroyed Tuesday on the suspicion of bird flu.A team of doctors from the Department of Health, 
Directorate of Animal Health, Division of Avian Influenza and Animal Rapid Response destroyed ducks 
and chicken by burying after killing with the use of poisonous substances.According to Senior Veterinary 
Doctor and In-charge of the Team Dr. Narayan Prasad Ghimire, the team destroyed the ducks and chicken 
after detection of bird flu in chicken of the area.Five chicken of local Chandra Bahadur Tamang had died 
on November 10 and 30 chicken on November 11. The Bird Flu was suspected after the dead chickens 
were tested at the Central Veterinary Lab, Tripureswor. Dr. Ghimire further said the bird flu was 
confirmed after the sample of the chicks was sent to London, the UK, for the lab test. The chicken and 
ducks were destroyed today as per the government´s decision after the government received this 
information on Monday. 
 
Bird flu outbreak 
 
Source: - The Kathmandu Post, Kathmandu 
Date: - 1 December 2011  

 
A day after officials confirmed bird flu in Bhaktapur 
and quar antined the area, many locals in and around 
Madhyapur Thimi Municipality on Wednesday 
complained of symptoms similar to that of bird flu.Sita 
Rai, a resident near the site of the outbreak, said she has 
sore throat, fever, cough and muscle ache. However, 
two health officials at the site, who stayed for less than 
20 minutes in the area, said she is fine and that there is 
nothing to worry about.The officials, however, did not 
give much chance to Rai to explain her symptoms, this 
reporter witnessed. They checked her blood pressure 
and gave her a medicine for headache. 
 

Government officials have claimed that humans have not been infected with the H5N1 virus. Janak 
Kumari Tamang also said she is having breathing problems since the past few days. Director of the 
National Public Health Laboratory Dr Geeta Shakya said a careful surveillance is needed when it comes to 
human beings as the bird flu mortality rate among them is very high. “The veterinary confirmed that the 
virus is the H5N1 strain,” Shakya said.Despite claims from officials of the Rapid Response Team (RRT), 
deployed in the outbreak area on Tuesday that they have instructed the locals on how to adopt 
precautionary measures, the residents there vented their ire, saying that the government officials did not 
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spare time to explain the action they took on Tuesday.“The officials, with all the safety gear and masks, 
just came in and started slaughtering fowls,” one Deepak Ghising said.“We were not told about 
precautionary measures we should take.”Over 300 chickens and ducks were slaughtered on the banks of 
the Manohara river on Tuesday following the outbreak at a small-scale poultry farm.However, claims that 
all fowls at the outbreak site were slaughtered were not substantiated. There were still many ducks in the 
pond, abutting around 42 shanties.Dr Ram Parichan Shah of the Bhaktapur veterinary office, who visited 
the site on Wednesday, said the ducks belong to other nearby areas and are probably not 
infected.However, local residents said that the pond is the only place where ducks from the entire area 
come to swim.Near the site of the outbreak, there were other concerns too.  The area has big pig farms. 
“We have 42 houses and each house has over 20 pigs,” Chandra Bahadur Tamang, a local, said.The 2009 
flu outbreak (H1N1, also known as swine flu) was caused by the triple reassortment of the bird, swine and 
human flu viruses, further aggravated by the Eurasian pig flu virus, according to the World Health 
Organization.“The 2009 flu has become a seasonal flu and we need not worry about it right now,” said Dr 
Narayan Prasad Ghimire, the coordinator of the experts’ team and a senior veterinary doctor. “Given the 
situation at the (outbreak) site we cannot rule out a pandemic in Nepal.”But Ghimire also sought to allay 
fears and said that nothing further has been confirmed so far. “We are keeping the pigs under continuous 
surveillance, while tests have not confirmed anything yet. Until and unless we confirm the facts, people 
need not panic.” 
 
Fire guts property in Kanchanpur 
 
Source: - Kantipur News, Kanchanpur 
Date: - 3 December 2011  

KANCHANPUR, DEC 03 - Fire that broke out due to short circuit of electricity gutted physical properties 
of Chandra Bahadur Singh of Jhalari VDC-3, Sisaiya of Kanchanpur district on Friday.The fire destroyed 
clothes, foodstuffs, documents, furniture and wooden products inside the house, said Area Police Office, 
Jhalari. Police personnel from Armed Police Shaileswori Battalion had doused the fire. 

Four killed in road accident 
 
Source: - Kantipur News, Hetauda 
Date: - 5 December 2011  

HETAUDA, DEC 05 - Four passengers were killed and seven others injured when a passenger jeep 
crashed along the Tribhuvan Highway in Bhaise VDC in Makawanpur on Sunday. Police identified the 
dead as Padam Bahadur BK, Manmaya Tamang, Gyan Bahadur Magar and three-year-old Daniel BK. 
Among the injured, five are said to be critical. They were taken to Bharatpur for treatment. Police have 
arrested driver Bimal Ale Magar. The vehicle was carrying passengers from Kathmandu to Hetauda.  

Loss of glacial mass in Everest area alarming: Icimod report 
 
Source: - Kantipur News, Kathmandu 
Date: - 5 December 2011  

KATHMANDU, DEC 05 - There was marked 
acceleration in the loss of glacial mass in the Everest 
area between 2002 and 2005 compared to the earlier 
years, a new finding shared by scientists on Sunday 
revealed. The findings in the new report on ‘The 
Status of Glaciers in the Hindu Kush-Himalayan 
(HKH) Region’ shared at a side event organised by 
the International Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development (Icimod) on the occasion of Mountain 
Day in Durban, South Africa, on Sunday said the 
glaciers appear to be shrinking in both the central 
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and eastern Himalayas. There was an indication of an overall decrease in the snow cover over the decade 
in the central HKH region and a slight increase in the western and eastern parts of the region, the study 
said. Nepal, along with seven other South Asian countries, is situated in the HKH region. The country-
specific studies have found that depletion of the glacial area over the past 30 years was 22 percent in 
Bhutan and 21 percent in Nepal. Similarly, the glaciers of the Tibetan plateau are retreating at a faster rate 
than the glaciers of the rugged central Himalayas, which have higher debris cover. “Until now, there was 
complete uncertainty on the numbers and area of glaciers and the present status of their environmental 
conditions in the region. This research gives us a baseline to measure the potential impact of climate 
change and to develop options for mitigating the impact of dynamic changes the region in the coming 
years,” Basanta Shrestha of Icimod said in a press statement issued by the organisation on Sunday.The 
new study identified more than 54,000 glaciers covering an area of 60,000 km in the HKH region by using 
remote sensing studies, Shrestha added. David Molden, the director general of Icimod, said, “We must 
meet the intensity of climate change in these mountains with an equal intensity of will to mitigate and to 
adapt to the impacts.” It is interesting to note that despite being listed as the region with extreme 
vulnerability to climate change, the debate on the rate of melting of the Himalayan glaciers has not been 
adequately addressed during the international negotiations on climate change till date in lack of required 
scientific studies, particularly on systematic measurements of glacial mass balance in the region. The 
findings, published in three reports by the Icimod, were released amid a meeting of mountain experts, 
policy makers and climate change negotiators on the sidelines of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) being held in Durban from November 28 to December 9 this 
year. 

Pakistan  
 
Sindh flood victims at ‘grave risk’ 100 days on 
 
Source: - Dawn News, Sindh 
Date: - 30 November 2011  

ISLAMABAD: Millions of Pakistanis desperately 
need help 100 days after monsoon rains triggered 
major floods for a second year running with a “grave 
risk” of a public health crisis, aid groups warned 
Wednesday.The Pakistan Humanitarian Forum 
(PHF), a network of the 41 largest international 
charities in the country, said more than five million 
people were affected by the floods —about half of 
them children.Around 700,000 people remain 
displaced, at least six million acres were ravaged and 
2.3 million acres of crops lost in an emergency that 
received little global attention, PHF said in a new 
report. 

“One hundred days after the 2011 floods began, millions of men, women and children urgently need vital 
assistance including clean water and sanitation, healthcare, food, shelter, and cash,” it said.Yet a UN 
appeal for $357 million launched on September 18 has so far attracted just 37 percent of funds, it said.The 
report also accused Pakistan of delaying international charities’ response to the crisis, by restricting the 
kind of aid that could be provided and through slow visa processing for foreign aid workers.“As a result, 
an under-resourced relief effort has left several million people with little or no aid. Disease and illness are 
on the rise and, with winter about to begin, there is a grave risk of a public health crisis,” it said.The 
grouping said chances had been missed to help thousands of farmers plant winter crops, increasing the risk 
of hunger in a region where food shortages and malnutrition are already at emergency levels.Pakistan’s 
National Disaster Management Authority was not immediately available for comment, but one 
government official contested the complaints.“How we can stop anyone from helping us, our people, in 
the crisis?” he told AFP on condition of anonymity.“There could be a couple of odd cases as visa issuance 
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could take some time, but it is not our policy.”Pakistan this week topped a league table for countries worst 
hit by extreme weather events, according to a “climate risk index” published in South Africa.Pakistan was 
hit by the worst floods in its history in 2010. “Fundamentally, Pakistan must stop staggering from one 
crisis to another,”PHF said.“Much greater investments are needed to prevent every flood, drought or 
earthquake from becoming a human disaster,” it added. 

NDMA distributes 2.5m ration packs among flood victims 
 
Source: - Pakistan Observer, Islamabad 
Date: - 30 November 2011  
 
Islamabad—National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has so far distributed 2.5 million ration 
packs, 120,460 tents, 40,000 blankets, 105,000 mosquito nets and 9.5 million water purification tablets 
among flood hit people of Sindh. According to spokesman, the NDMA has also distributed 10,000 
mosquito repellent oil bottles, 17 water purification units, 1000,000 hygiene, sanitation tablets, 10 boats 
with OBM engine, 25,000 Jerry Cans of 20 liters, 8,000 water cooler of 15 liter, 35,000 Plastic sheets and 
10,000 buckets to the flood hit people of Sindh.Giving breakup of the distribution of ration packs he said, 
570,612 ration packs have also been distributed in Badin, 26,900 in Dadu, 25,000 in Ghotki, 45,820 in 
Hyderabad, 10,000 in Jackobabad, 18,325 in Jamshoro, 22,241 in Khairpur, 1,000 in Matiari, 454,166 in 
Mirpur Khas, 31,450 in Noshero Feroze, 398,888 in Sanghar, 222,650 in Shaheed Benazirabad, 109,123 
in Tando Allahyar, 142,906 in Tando Mohammad Khan, 56,000 in Tharparkar and 19,815 ration packs 
have been distributed in Thatta.He said the NDMA has started relief and rescue operation in Sindh 
province soon after the devastation hit the region. NDMA was coordinating with the Provincial Disaster 
Management Authorities (PDMAs) and District Disaster Management Authorities (DDMAs) to provide 
relief to the marooned people of Sindh. It is also reported Faisalabad that Caritas Pakistan Faisalabad has 
distributed 140 bags of fertilizer free of cost among poor farmers of a rain-stricken locality of Khushpur 
here. According to spokesman of this NGO, their activists were striving for early rehabilitation of people 
in flood-hit and rain-stricken areas. “Fertilizers prices have shot steeply in the market and small farmers, 
especially those living in flood-hit and rain-stricken areas could not buy them”,he said. He said that the 
abrupt increase in the prices of fertilizer from Rs. 950/- to Rs. 2200/- per bag has disappointed the farmers 
as well as the traders. Many farmers and landowners decided not to cultivate anything in future, simply 
due to non-availability and high prices, he regretted.Therefore Caritas decided to choose deserving 
farmers for distribution of fertilizers. “Initially 140 bags of fertilizers were distributed among 40 poor 
farmers of Chak No.226-GB”,he explained. 
 
Fire breaks out in private bank building 
 
Source: - The News, Islamabad 
Date: - 1 December 2011  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ISLAMABAD: Fire broke out at 8th floor of a private bank building in Blue Area of Islamabad on 
Thursday morning, Geo News reported.According to details, the 8th floor of an 18-storey building of a 
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private bank on Jinnah Avenue caught fire due to unknown reason.Fire brigade and rescue teams of 112 
reached the spot and efforts are underway to take control of the situation. 
 
 
Millions still at risk in flood-hit areas 
 
Source: - Dawn News, Islamabad 
Date: - 1 December 2011  

ISLAMABAD: A consortium of aid agencies expressed concern on Wednesday that a critical shortage of 
funding and broad international disinterest had left millions of flood-affected people at risk of illness, 
malnutrition and cold with winter about to begin.The Pakistan Humanitarian Forum, a group of 41 
international aid agencies based in the country, said in a statement that after 100 days since the 2011 
floods struck the country, particularly Sindh and Balochistan, millions of men, women and children 
needed vital assistance.It appealed western governments for urgent donations to tackle the largely 
forgotten humanitarian crisis.A UN appeal for $357 million in emergency funding made more than three 
months ago has been just 37 per cent funded, according to the UN, with donors saying that difficult 
economic conditions in their own countries prevented them from donating more.According to the findings 
of the Multi-sector Needs Assessment, some 4.3 million flood affected people are food insecure, with their 
plight exacerbated by massive loss of food stocks and damage to standing crops. “Three months into the 
floods, people are still desperately struggling to meet their basic needs,” an official said. 

Two women succumb to dengue in metropolis 
 
Source: - Daily Times, Lahore 
Date: - 1 December 2011 

LAHORE: Two more dengue deaths were reported in the metropolis on Wednesday, taking the death toll 
to 369. The victims were identified as 66-year-old Naseem Bibi of Samanabad who died in the Sheikh 
Zayed Hospital and 75-year-old Sardar Bibi of Okara, who succumbed to the disease in the Jinnah 
Hospital.Separately, at least 24 new dengue cases were reported from various public sector hospitals and 
private healthcare centres across the city, taking the tally of patients to 33,800.Nevertheless, the disease 
has definitely slowed down as a decline in number of death as well as in dengue cases has been 
witnessed.According to the health experts, the pace of the disease had slowed down due to effective steps 
taken on part of the government and cooperation extended by the people in this regard. They said that the 
disease was at its peak in November 2010 but a substantial decrease in its severity was witnessed this 
year. They were of the view that despite all preventive arrangements, dengue resurfaced in the form of an 
epidemic after a certain period due to unidentified reasons. Further, the experts said that the change in 
weather would be a definite killer for the disease since the dengue mosquito did not breed during the 
winters. However, they added that the media should keep alive the anti-dengue campaign and continue 
creating dengue-related awareness among the masses by arranging lectures and seminars in educational 
institutions across the province. The process of fumigation should also continue unabated, they 
added.They said that well-directed government efforts, better understanding amongst healthcare providers 
about the relatively new disease and increasing public awareness about precautionary measures and 
treatment of dengue had also helped in controlling the menace even before the start of winter season. 

 
Rs 636m approved for HIV/AIDS patients 
 
Source: - The Frontier Post, Karachi 
Date: - 1 December 2011 
 
KARACHI (APP): Sindh Government has approved PC one of a three year project, worth Rs.636 million, 
developed by Enhanced HIV/AIDS Program to strengthen its prevention, management and rehabilitation 
components, said Additional Secretary for Health, Dr Khalid Shaikh.Talking to journalists on Wednesday, 
he said the funding is being arranged as a substitute for assistance that was provided by World Bank to the 
country, including Sindh, till a year ago.”There is still a shortfall of Rs.1300 million and this is expected 
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to be provided by USAID,” said the senior provincial government official. Dr Suresh Kumar, Special 
Secretary for Health (Sindh) supplementing to what his colleague, Dr Khalid Shaikh said tenders have 
been invited through advertisements in different dailies for the schemes.These, he said are focussed on 
prevention of HIV/AIDS, management of the disease through timely diagnosis and medication coupled 
with rehabilitation of patients and people with high risk behavior as injectable drug users in the 
province.Dr Khalid Shaikh in reply to a question said Sindh health department had moved a summary 
with complete ban on reusable syringes and their mandatory replacement by auto-destructive 
syringes.”Unfortunately one of the stakeholders managed to procure stay order against the law,” he 
said.Answering to questions raised by stoppage of funds by World Bank, he said the funds for National 
AIDS Control and Prevention Program, that also included its provincial counterparts was stopped in 2007, 
however, a five year extension was granted from 2009 -2014.However, due to floods in 2010 all 
development funds were diverted towards relief and rehabilitation of flood victims and then 18th 
constitutional amendment was introduced under which the program has to be fully managed by the 
provinces, he elaborated.The two senior officials of the provincial health department said a substantial 
amount has already been released during the current fiscal year by the Sindh government.They said 
Enhanced HIV/AIDS Control Program of Sindh has also awarded projects to different NGOs and CBOs 
run by HIV carriers and people living with AIDS in close collaboration with activists of repute, working 
for the cause of HIV/AIDS patients since long.Dr Suresh Kumar said stringent measures have been 
adopted for transparency and accountability coupled with regular monitoring. 
 
Mother, 2 daughters burnt to death 
 
Source: - The Frontier Post, Sheikhpura 
Date: - 1 December 2011 
 
SHEIKHUPURA (INP): A woman along with two daughters was burnt to death as fire erupted in a 
residential house here on Tuesday night. According to police, fire caused due to candle during load 
shedding hours erupted in the house of a labourer Mustafa, located in Sharqpur locality of Sheikhupura. 
The fire spread rapidly and engulfed the entire house within few minutes. Police, rescue teams and locals 
reached the scene and started rescue operation. Meantime, Munawar Bibi, w/o Mustafa and her two 
daughters Shabnam, 15, and Naiya, seven, were burnt to death. 
 
36pc people live in insecure houses: reveals survey  
 
Source: - Daily Times, Lahore 
Date: - 05 December 2011  

LAHORE: A large number of people living in urban and rural areas of the country, have no access to 
basic civic amenities, reveals National Nutrition Survey (NNS) 2011, a copy of which is available with 
Daily Times.The survey reveals that over 36 percent people in the country are living in poorly constructed 
houses – surprisingly this recent data did not differ from a survey conducted in 2001-02The facilities 
available also differed significantly between urban and rural areas. The survey found that 64.2 percent 
families were living in bricked and cemented houses while NNS’s findings in 2001-02 revealed that 62.3 
percent people were living in cemented houses.At least 20.7 percent families possess houses where walls 
are made only with bricks. In urban area, 86.9 percent houses are made of bricks, a slight rise from 84.7 
percent in 2001. The ratio of houses with brick walls in rural area was 48.7 percent in NNS 2001 and 25.6 
percent in 2011, showing an improvement in rural housing.The use of tiles for flooring was negligible in 
NNS 2001 whereas in the NNS 2011 the use of tiles was 9.8 percent and use of other material was on 
decline from 12.2 percent to 3.4 percent. In urban areas majority of houses, 64.7 percent, had cemented 
flooring. This was almost double to those of rural areas where only 37.5 percent houses had cemented 
flooring.The NNS 2011 showed that 53.6 percent of the household heads were labourer, workers or 
farmers of which 35.9 percent belonged to urban and 61.6 percent to rural areas, respectively. In 
comparison to the previous findings of NNS 2001-02, 16.6 percent household heads belonged to the 
laborur, worker or farmer class.The government and private service employees were the next major group 
of employment, 16.4 percent were engaged with either public or private sector. The proportion of 
unemployed heads of households showed figures that had apparently doubled since 2001, when the 
percentage was merely 6 percent.The percentage distribution of male and female was almost similar, ie 
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50.4 percent and 49.6 percent, respectively, across urban and rural population of Pakistan .The gender 
break-up differed from the last census conducted in 1998 that documented a sex ratio of 108.5 and the 
current survey revealed 101.6. The data from FATA showed significant gender imbalance, 123.2 males 
for every 100 female. But in AJK, it was 95.7 male per 100 female. The average household size was 6.7, 
similar to the 1998 census.Survey finding also states that the required sample size for data collection was 
30,000 households, of which a total of, 27,963 households were visited and interviews were conducted 
successfully by the field teams. A verbal consent was obtained from the participating households for 
collecting information through a questionnaire and anthropometrical measurements. 

Sri Lanka  
 
Death toll rises to 27, 15 missing  
 
Source: - Daily Mirror, Colombo 
Date: - 30 November 2011  
 
The death toll due to last week’s bad weather condition has risen to 27 while 15 persons are still reported 
missing, the Disaster Management Centre reported. 
 
65,866 persons affected due to bad weather  
 
Source: - Daily Mirror, Colombo 
Date: -1 December 2011 
 
The situation report as at November 30, 2011 at 1400hrs with regard to the inclement weather is as 
follows:  

Affected families 16,654 
Affected persons 65,866 
Deaths 28 
Injured persons 39 
Missing persons 16 
Houses completely damaged 819 
Partially damaged houses 8,277 
IDP camps 6 
Families in camps 426 
Persons in camps 1,756 

 
US$ 100 million World Bank assistance to transform Sri Lanka's educational system 
 
Source: - Colombo Page, Colombo 
Date: -1 December 2011 

Colombo: The World Bank said on Tuesday that it has approved a US$100 million concessional credit to 
Sri Lanka to enhance access and quality of primary and secondary education to provide a foundation for 
the knowledge-based economic and social development of the country. The Ministry of Education with 
the assistance will implement a project for 'Transforming the School Education System' (TSEP) at the 
national level, according to a World Bank statement released yesterday. Provincial Ministries and 
Departments of Education, with the support of the Ministry of Local Government and Provincial Councils 
will implement it at the provincial level. Under its theme, the programme will support initiatives to 
increase opportunities for children in the age group of 6-10 years to complete primary education and for 
children in the age group of 11-16 to complete secondary education up to grade 11.The World Bank says 
the programme will also support several innovative initiatives to enhance learning outcomes and improve 
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the orientation of the education system to the economic development and social needs of the country. It 
would also help assist the country to empower schools with greater managerial authority and 
responsibility and to develop the planning, administration and monitoring capacity of the provincial, zonal 
and divisional levels of the education system. "The program will help the country develop a foundation for 
the skills needed for the global economy of the future, and the ethics and values required for good 
citizenship in a modern democracy," Dr Harsha Aturupane, Lead Education Specialist and Task Team 
Leader of the operation has said. "This country programme will not only assist the government to improve 
the school curriculum to better reflect modern international trends in curriculum practice. It will also 
enhance soft skills needed for better jobs in the future and support the renewal of key core values for 
future generations," World Bank Country Director for Sri Lanka Diarietou Gaye has said. About 4 million 
school children, around 215,000 school teachers, 15,000 principals and 3,500 education managers and 
administrators will directly benefit from the TSEP programme. According to the global funding agency, 
there are approximately 1.6 million primary school students and 2.4 million secondary school students 
among the 4 million students in Sri Lanka. The TSEP will indirectly benefit school communities of about 
10,000 schools, the households of 4 million school children, the contractors of school infrastructure and 
suppliers of educational equipment, and the academics and researchers who will receive support for 
research and evaluation activities. The development initiatives supported by this project are a high priority 
within the general education sector in Sri Lanka. 

Dengue continues spreading 
 
Source: - The Island, Colombo 
Date: - 3 December 2011 
 
The total number of dengue cases, reported by the Epidemiology Unit, from the beginning of January up 
to the end of November stood at 23,524. Health Ministry sources said yesterday that that 1,880 cases had 
been reported by the Unit last month.A majority of cases have been reported from Colombo (8,606), 
Gampaha (3,597), Kalutara (1,203) and Kandy (1,271). The extensive mosquito control programmes, 
carried out by the government and the community, were able to control the disease. However, the dry 
spell, experienced during the last few weeks, had reduced public vigilance.Sources said that entomological 
surveys carried out last month in ten districts including Colombo, Gampaha, Matara, Anuradhapura and 
Batticaloa have revealed that the number of breeding places and larvae had shown a tremendous increase 
– so much so the Ministry has decided to declare red alert in those districts.Last year, the number of 
dengue from January to December was over 30,000 while the numbers reported in November were 
645.When asked why the government had not recognised the papaya leaf supportive medication method 
discovered by consultant family physician Dr. Sanath Hettige, health Ministry sources said the 
government had taken note of the method. It lacks practicality as it involves crushing leaves and straining 
- a methodology inclined towards indigenous medicine.Sources said that dengue haemorrhagic fever could 
be prevented if a patient with a fever lasting for more than two days is admitted to the hospital on time. 
However, a majority are admitted during the last stages of the fever. They said that many of them are 
adults.Dr. Hettige said that Papaya leaf juice increased the platelet count and prevented the fever reaching 
a haemorrhagic stage. However, it’s only a supportive medication. Suspected dengue patients must be 
admitted to hospital and must receive treatment, he said. 
 
Three tanks to absorb flood waters  
 
Source: - Daily News, Colombo 
Date: - 7 December 2011  

Three new tanks have been built at a cost of Rs 480 million to drain flood waters which caused havoc in 
the Colombo city, Water Supply and Drainage Minister Dinesh Gunawardena told Parliament yesterday. 
The three tanks, Diyawannaa tank in Battaramulla, Rampalawatta tank in Pelawatta and Thalawatugoda 
tank in Thalawatugoda had been built at a cost of Rs 480 million. The Diyawanna tank cost around Rs 290 
million, Ramapalawatta tank cost Rs 170 million while the Thalawatugoda tank cost around Rs 20 
million, the minister said. The construction of these tanks had been done under the supervision and 
guidelines of the Ministry of Defence and Urban Development, the minister said, adding that the 
Diyawanna tank could hold 192,400 cubic metres of water, while the Rampalawatta tank could contain 
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166,000 cubic metres of water. The Thalawatugoda tank could hold 47,600 cubic metres of water. The 
minister was responding to a question raised by UNP MP Ravi Karunanayake. SM, IR and DM  


