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WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Afghanistan  
 
70pc of high-rise buildings in Kabul constructed illegally 
 
Source: Pajhwok Afghan News (PAN) KABUL 
Date: 23 November 2011  
 

Kabul Municipality officials on Tuesday said that 70 
percent of high-rise buildings in the capital were illegally 
constructed, blaming the relevant authorities for failing to 
take action in this regard.The Onyx Construction Company's 
building in Kalola Pushta and others in Nawabad, Mirwais 
Maidan Road and Sara-i-Shomali were built without 
permission from the government, an official said.Deputy 
Mayor Abdul Ahad Wahid told Pajhwok Afghan News his 
office shared the issue at least 30 times last year with 
Ministry of Interior, Attorney General's Office and 
Presidential Place, but no remedial step had been taken so 
far.Relevant officials pay "scant" attention to such 
buildings, constructed by warlords or powerful individuals, 
Wahid said, adding his office had no police and thus the 
municipality could not take any action.  

 
He demanded 200 policemen to help them prevent the construction of illegal buildings, which had created 
several problems for residents. "Our women cannot come out to the yard, because people living in a five-
storey building east of our house can easily see them," complained Ahmad Farid, a resident of the Musahi 
neighbourhood. "We have tried a lot to sell the house, but found no buyer for it, because of the building. 
When our five brothers started living separately, each of us constructed a two-storey building to deal with 
the problem," he said.Tawab, a resident of Kalola Pushta area, said that they had been facing the same 
problem due to the seven-storey building of the Onyx Construction Company. Several other families 
living in the locality are facing similar problems, he said, adding they had shared the issue with a 
community leader, but nothing had been done so far.Contacted for comment, an official of the Azizi Bank 
which is jointly working on the Onyx building said they had gained permission from the municipality. 
Under municipality regulations, the construction of buildings having more than two stories is not allowed 
in residential areas.Siamak Herawi, deputy spokesman for the president, said that they had taken steps to 
address the issue. For instance, he pointed to the prevention of a high-rise building close to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Interior ministry spokesman, Ghulam Siddique Siddiqui, said they were also trying to 
prevent the construction of such structures. Municipality officials say work on a draft allowing four-storey 
buildings in residential areas was underway. 
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More than 2 million people food insecure in northern Afghanistan 
 
Source: Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development, Kabul 
Date: 26 November 2011 
 
More than 2 million people are food insecure in northern Afghanistan because of massive drought-induced 
harvest failure in the north of the country where the vast majority of people rely on farming or agriculture 
related labour for a living. A recent WFP report indicates that 61% of the population of Northern 
provinces are severely food insecure without sufficient food to last through the winter. Cereal production 
nationwide is 27% below last year’s levels. Responding to this crisis, ACTED are providing life saving 
assistance to 1,280 food insecure households through a Cash for Work program in Faryab province 
(funded by UNOCHA in a consortium with Alliance2015 partners People In Need).A further 2,000 
households will be supported through a Cash for Training program in Balkh & Faryab, with support from 
the European Commission Humanitarian Aid Department. ACTED is also in the early stages of mobile 
phone cash transfer technology for a possible third intervention in drought stricken Faryab province, in 
partnership with Action Aid, Afghan-Aid and the United Kingdom Department for International 
Development (DFID).As another harsh winter approaches, ACTED aims at increasing the level of support 
to cover the severe hunger gaps predicted for this winter in the affected areas where ACTED is present. 
 
Monsoon diseases increase in Mazar-e-Sharif 
 
Source: Bakhtar News Agency (BNA) KABUL 
Date: 27 November 2011  
 

Since starting severe coldness, the number of those 
children suffering from monsoon diseases has 
increased in Balkh province. According to Dr. Abdul 
Rauf Frogh, director of children for civil hospital in 
Mazar-e-Sharif, before the cold season, nearly 50-60 
children were brought daily to hospital, while now 
more than 120-130 children are brought daily to 
hospital due to having various diseases as cough, 
branchiate and cold. While accepting the report, Dr. 
Asadulllah Sharifi, acting director for Northern zone 
hospital said,  
 

 
“The children who mostly suffer from coldness their number has reached to 13000 during the current year 
and have been treated in 80 health centers, adding 20 of the children have lost their lives due to severe 
diseases. Dr. Sharifi further added most of the roads have been blocked due to heavy snowfall in 
mountainous areas. 
 
 
Snowfalls close highways in North 
 
Source: Bakhtar News Agency (BNA) KABUL 
Date: 29 November 2011  

 
Heavy snowfall has cased closing transport roads 
connecting 40 villages to Aibak, capital city of 
Samangan.According to Ahmad Ali Hussani, district 
governor of Dar-e-Sauf, heavy snowfall starting two 
days ago has caused closing roads connecting 40 
villages to Aibak and roads on which coal is 
transported in the distract of Dar-e-Sauf Bala and 
Dar-e-Sauf Payeen. 
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According to Eng. Ahmad Zia Hamayoun, director of public work for Samangan province, Qala pass has 
been closed due to heavy snowfall. He added we don’t have machineries to reopen the road, saying the 
problems are discussed with the provincial officials. 
 
 

Bangladesh   
 
Uttara sweater factory flames tamed 
 
Source: New Age, Bdnews24.com, Dhaka 
Date: 23 November 2011 
 
The fire that engulfed a sweater factory in 
Uttara has been doused after around two-and-
a-half hours’ effort by fire fighters.The fire 
service director general, Abu Nayeem 
Mohammad Shahidullah, told the news 
agency that nine units of firemen doused the 
fire at Lashma Fashion on the fourth floor of 
six-storey Bailey Complex, close to 
Rajlakshmi Complex, around 9:00pm on 
yesterday. ‘There is no news of any casualties 
yet,’ he said.The reason of fire and the extent 
of damage was not yet known, Shahidullah 
added. 
 
Dengue-like fever spreads strongly 
 
Source: The New Nation, Bdnews24.com, Dhaka 
Date: 24 November 2011 
 
A mosquito-borne viral disease similar to dengue fever, which was last reported in 2009 after its first 
appearance in 2008, has made a 'strong comeback, in Bangladesh with 46 people down with the crippling 
joint pain fever, a top official of the health directorate has said. "It seems like a public health threat," Prof 
Be-Nazir Ahmed, director of the disease control, told reporters on Wednesday. But the people "need not to 
be worried, rather be aware of mosquito bite", he said.The reappearance of Chikungunyahas triggered 
concern among officials and doctors as the disease so far treated as mainly a rural scourge has been 
detected in the capital and its suburbs. Experts attributed environmental factors for the spread of the vector 
from its origin Rajshahi district to Dhaka. "It can attack a large number of people, but usually cause no 
mortality," Be-Nazir said, adding but the challenge is its diagnosis. "It's very much similar to dengue 
fever. But treatment is not the same. "If a dengue patient gets Chikunguya treatment, the condition might 
worsen," he said. Chikungunya is an alpha virus of the family Togaviridae, carried by the aedes albopictus 
mosquito, in Bangladesh. The name chikungunya derives from a root verb in the East African Makonde 
language, meaning "to become contorted" because of severe joint pains. The first outbreak of the disease 
was in southern Tanzania in 1952 and it quickly spread to Asia, including India's rural belt.In 2006, over 
7,52,245 cases were detected in Karnataka and 2,59,958 in Maharastra. In Bangladesh, the Institute of 
Epidemiology, Disease Control and Research has detected the first outbreak in Dec 2008 at Poba, 
Rajshahi, and Chapai Nawabganj when some patients showed dengue like symptoms but were tested 
negative. Later they were detected as Chikungunya after laboratory tests. The second outbreak in 2009 
was reported at Sathia in Pabna district. This year, the institute has traced the disease through its 
surveillance in Dohar under Dhaka.So far 46 cases -31 at Dohar, 12at Chapai Nawabganj and three in 
Dhaka city - were confirmed from laboratory tests at IEDCR and Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical 
University. The university cannot confirm the addresses of the three Dhaka city patients detected positive 
in its laboratory as they did not keep their addresses. "We have to be careful about mosquito bite," Be-
Nazir said and that the Chikungunya mosquito breeds in dirty water while aedes aegypti breeds in clean 

Fire fighters dousing an inferno that broke out at Lashma Fashion in city's 
Uttara area yesterday evening. —Bangla News 24.com Photo 
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water. "This year's prolonged and incessant rains caused small collections of water at different places that 
may cause more mosquito breeding," he said.As this a new disease for the doctors, the health directorate 
guidelines say dengue fever lower platelet counts and can trigger bleeding while in Chikungunya patients 
recover from fever and rashes after a few days. But the 'crippling pain' in joints continues for more than a 
month and even years. "Fever may be subsided in case of chikungunya, but the pain in the joints is severe. 
Then patients need to administer drugs to ease the pain," Be-Nazir said. "But if they take the same drug in 
dengue fever, it might cause bleeding," he said, cautioning 'not to take medication without doctors' 
advice.' He suggested community participation to wipe out mosquito breeding sites as the only way to 
combat the mosquito-borne diseases.The government has started to prepare an action plan to combat the 
recurrence of chikungunya while a vector survey will be launched in different districts to see the presence 
of the mosquito. A management guideline has been posted on the IEDCR website for doctors, according 
to Be-Nazir. 
 
Six food-poisoned 
 
Source: The Daily Star, A Correspondent, Chandpur 
Date: 25 November 2011 
 
Six people, including three children were food poisoned after having meal at kharkadya village in 
Faridganj upazila on Wednesday (23/11/2011). Smrity, 6, Sabbir, 7, Rya, 8, Al-Amin, 12, Anik, 15, and 
their grandfather Zafar Khan, 55, were admitted to Chandpur Sadar Hospital in critical condition around 
10:30pm. Hospital sources quoting family members said the six started vomiting after taking food which 
was probably mixed with something poisonous. Among the victims, two are now out of danger, said 
attending doctor Sayed Ahmed. 
 
Master plan to cut disaster risks in Dhaka city soon 
 
Source: The Financial Express, FE Report 
Date: 25 November 2011 
 
State Minister for Housing and Public Works Advocate Abdul Mannan Khan today said Disaster Risk 
Management Master Plan (DRMMP) will be prepared soon for Dhaka city to minimise disaster risks, 
reports BSS.As Dhaka is at high risk for major earthquake and other disasters including flood, the master 
plan should be formulated to ensure a meaningful disaster management to minimise losses of life and 
property, he told a seminar on 'Rationale, Process and Elements of Disaster Risk Master Plan for Dhaka 
City' in the RAJUK auditorium. Disaster Risk Management Master Plan for Dhaka City will be a tool 
which enables local governments to systematically implement Disaster Risk Management (DRM) agenda 
for Dhaka city, Mannan added.Chairman of Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (RAJUK) Engr Md Nurul 
Huda and Prof Mehedi Ahmed Ansary of Department of Civil Engineering of BUET, among others, 
addressed the seminar. Chairman of Earthquake and Megacities Initiative (EMI), USA Dr Fouad 
presented the keynote paper. Mannan said the government is strictly enforcing national building code for 
ensuring earthquake resistance buildings, which will help to reduce the disaster risk. Detailed Area Plan 
(DAP) is also being implemented successfully, he said and added the DAP has stopped land grabbing 
around the Dhaka city.Recently Dhaka has been identified as one of the most vulnerable cities in the 
world, Engr Huda said adding, "Earthquake and manmade hazards have brought Dhaka under clear 
threat".The risk has been doubled due to unplanned city development, uncontrolled urbanisation, dense 
population and lack of proper awareness among city dwellers, he observed. He stressed the need for a 
wise and practical selection of different elements to prepare an effective Disaster Risk Management 
Master Plan. Prof Mehedi suggested forming a single common platform for Dhaka city to ensure better 
coordination among service providing organisations. The platform will bring all services under an 
umbrella, which will enhance service quality and avoid the risk of disaster management, he added.Other 
speakers said in the process of preparing the disaster risk management master plan, it is necessary to link 
up disaster risk management to city's physical and urban development strategies. 
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Train catches fire 
 
Source: New Age, UNB 
Date: 26 November 2011 
 
Seven people were hurt as they scrambled to get down from a train, which caught fire in Nawapara of 
Jessore early yesterday. Local railway sources said the engine of the Jessore- bound Simanta train coming 
from Khulna suddenly caught fire due to technical fault near Chengutia rail stoppage at about 
1:30am.Hearing about the fire, many passengers hurried to get down the train, leaving them injured. Local 
fire service personnel doused the fire and the train left for its destination with another engine at about 
3:00am. 
 
7,744 die in road accidents since 2009 
 
Source: New Age, Staff Correspondent 
Date: 28 November 2011 
 
As many as 7744 people died in more than 8500 road accidents in the country in the period January 2009 
through October 2011. Communications minister Syed Abul Hossain revealed the figure calculated from 
FIRs filed with the police, responding to a question from independent lawmaker Fazlul Azim in 
parliament on yesterday.Responding to a query from another lawmaker, the minister said actions would be 
taken against seven officials of the roads and highways department and BRTA who legalised their illegal 
wealth through confessing before the now defunct truth commission.Responding to M Rahmat Ali, the 
minister said the government was giving maximum effort to complete a large portion of construction of 
metro rail in two years. He said the roads and highways had repaired 39 roads on emergency basis at the 
cost of Tk 440 crore. ‘The government is considering fund collection from abroad to construct another 
bridge beside the Meghna Bridge,’ he said. 
 
Fire damages goods worth Tk 50 lakh in Chittagong 
 
Source: New Age, Staff Correspondent 
Date: 28 November 2011 
 
Goods worth Tk 50 lakh were damaged in a fire that broke out in a factory of Banaful Confectionary at 
Pachuria under Patiya upazila in Chittagong on yesterday. The fire service and civil defence sources said 
that the fire originated on the first floor of the factory from a short circuit at about 5:00am and soon 
engulfed the entire two-storied building.Liton Barua, an official at the Agrabad fire station, said four units 
rushed to the spot and managed to put out the fire after more than four hours of effort at around 9:00am. 
He added that a huge quantity of products and raw materials worth Tk 50 lakh were damaged in the fire. 
 
Chikungunya fever spreading in Chapainawabganj, 30 cases detected 
 
Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent 
Date: 29 November 2011 
 
Thirty people have been primarily detected with Chikungunya fever in Shibganj upazila of the district 
while many others received treatment with similar symptoms here during the last one month. 
Chikungunya, a viral disease marked by fever, headache, rash, nausea, pain in muscles and joints, is 
transmitted to humans through biting of Aedes mosquito, said doctors.The doctors of Shibganj upazila 
health complex recently provided treatment to some patients with symptoms of Chikungunya, locally 
called langra jar. As they reported the matter to their higher authorities, a ten-member team of doctors 
from ICDDRB and IEDCR came to Shibganj upazila from Dhaka last week to collect blood samples of 
the patients and examine it in laboratories to identify the disease. "The team primarily identified the 
disease as Chikungunya fever and detected 30 patients, based on the symptoms. We hope to get their 
written report soon," said Dr Abdul Matin, medical officer of Chapainawabganj Civil Surgeon's Office. 
"Chikungunya is a viral disease that is spread by the bite of infected mosquitoes. The disease resembles 
dengue fever, and is characterised by severe, sometimes persistent, joint pain (arthritis), fever and rash. 
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However, the disease is curable and medicines for ordinary fever is used in this case," he said. He said 
they have no data about the total patients as most of the fever affected patients took treatment in outdoor 
sections of the hospitals. However, situational evidence suggests that at least 100 people in the district 
were affected with Chikungunya disease in last one month, said sources at the civil surgeon's office. Dr 
Golam Rabbani, medicine specialist of Mother and Children Welfare Centre at Chapainawabganj, said he 
found a few patients with symptoms of Chikungunya fever at his chamber in the town and treated them. 
"Chikungunya does not cause life threatening infection. Symptomatic treatment for mitigating pain and 
fever using anti-inflammatory drugs along with rest usually suffices. While recovery is the expected 
outcome, convalescence can be prolonged, up to a year, and persistent joint pain may require analgesic 
and long term anti-inflammatory therapy," he said. Fever, rash and arthritis, resembling Chikungunya 
fever were recorded as early as 1824 in India and elsewhere. However, the virus was first isolated from 
both man and mosquitoes during 1952-1953 epidemic in Tanzania, doctors said. 
 

Bhutan   
 
Four die as log-hit vehicle goes off road 
 
Source: Kunsel News 
Date: 28 November 2011 
 
Four people died on spot near jungle camp, about seven kilometres away from Wamrong, when the Bolero 
they were in fell off the road on November 26. The accident, which occurred at 10am, happened when a 
rolling log hit the vehicle. The driver lost control after the log hit him. There were five passengers in the 
vehicle, two men and two women died on the spot. One passenger, an eight-year-old child, survived with 
minor injuries.Wamrong police said they are investigating the case, and refused to comment on whether 
the people extracting the logs were arrested or not. It is not known whether they will be held accountable. 
 
Child dies in accident 
 
Source: Kunsel News 
Date: 28 November 2011 
 
A seven-year-old child died after she was injured in a Maruti van accident in Punakha. The pre-primary 
student of Goenshari School died after reaching the district hospital. The accident occurred near 
Phuntshopelri palace, about three kilometres away from Punakha dzong towards Gasa at 7:30am.Police 
sources said there were 13 people in the van, four adults and nine children, including a four-month old 
child. All the passengers were family members, and they had come to Punakha to receive blessings of the 
sacred relics, as the central monk body moved to Punaka for its winter residence.Police said, although 
they are investigating the case, the probable cause of accident was overloading and unlicensed driving. 
“The driver only possessed a learner’s license,” an official said. 
 

India  
 
Landslide fear grips villagers  
 
Source: The Tribune, Our Correspondent, Chamba 
Date: 23 November 2011 
 
An isolated Jiyurie village, falling in the Charda panchayat of the distant Churah sub-division in the 
district, is reported to have been sinking continuously as a sequel to the landslide of the hill underneath the 
village for the past sometime, according to a report received here today. The rubble of the hill below the 
affected village had been gradually sliding down, thereby developing fissures around the village. The 
situation, disturbing the unstable ground, had put villagers in a hazardous situation, the report said. 
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Residents of the village had appealed to officials to take up relief and rehabilitation measures for the 
safety of villagers, the report added. 
 
One dead, 9 injured in train accident in Orissa 
 
Source: The Times of India, Orissa 
Date: 23 November 2011 
 
One person died and 9 were injured on Wednesday in a train accident in Orissa, Times Now reported. The 
Samaleshwari Express met with an accident at the Jharsuguda station. Eight bogies of the Samaleshwari 
Express were damaged after a goods train banged into it at the Jharsuguda station. This is the second train 
accident in the last two days. On Tuesday, seven people, including a foreign tourist, were charred to death 
when two air-conditioned coaches of the Howrah-Dehradun (Doon) Express caught fire in Jharkhand's 
Giridih district. 
 
 
Nand Nagri fire toll rises to 18 
 
Source: The Hindustan Times, New Delhi 
Date: 23 November 2011 
 
The death toll in Nand Nagri fire tragedy rose to 18 on Tuesday. Two more eunuchs identified as Sonia, 
50, a resident of Kolkata and Nazira, 80, who had suffered severe burn injuries in the fire, breathed their 
last in the Guru Tegh Bahadur Hospital.Around 30 eunuchs are still undergoing medical treatment at the 
GTB Hospital. These eunuchs, who had come to Delhi from across India for the prayer conclave in Nand 
Nagri, have been provided accommodation in a community hall in the neighbouring Sunder Nagri colony. 
“Around 500 eunuchs have been provided temporary accommodation in Sunder Nagri community hall. 
We are providing them all basic facilities and food is also being served to them,” said a senior government 
official. A mobile toilet van and an ambulance have also been stationed outside the community hall. 
“Many eunuchs have come from outside Delhi and their group members are undergoing medical treatment 
at GTB Hospital. So they’ll be staying in Delhi for some time,” the official added.The Sundar Nagri 
community hall was provided to the eunuchs as a shelter from November 21, a day after the fire blazed the 
community hall in Nand Nagri. While some have taken the accommodation in Sunder Nagri community 
hall, others are still waiting outside Guru Tegh Bahadur Hospital, praying for the speedy recovery of their 
group members. Scores of eunuchs have spent the last two nights outside the hospital. “We are waiting for 
the health updates of our group members. We can’t leave them alone here,” said Pinky. At the GTB 
Hospital, only three bodies are yet to be identified while the others have been handed over to their group 
members. “Only three bodies are left. Eunuchs from across the country have been coming here to identify 
the bodies, so we are hoping that these bodies too will be identified soon,” said a senior official at the 
GTB Hospital. 
 
25 hurt as Budgam-bound train derails in Kashmir 
Source: The Tribune, Our Correspondent, Srinagar 
Date: 24 November 2011 



 8

At least 25 persons were injured yesterday when a train from Qazigund to Budgam derailed derailed at 
Sadura railway station between Qazigund and Anantnag in Kulgam district this afternoon. This is the first 
such incident since train services were launched in the Kashmir valley in 2008. The engine and two bogies 
of the train derailed at Sadura village, 55 km from here, as the driver overshot the intended station stop by 
nearly 200 metres, officials said. As the train reached the Sadura railway station, about 7 km from 
Qazigund, two of its bogies and the engine derailed causing injuries to at least 25 persons, including the 
driver and two of his associates. The injured were given first aid while 10 of them were admitted to the 
Trauma Hospital at Qazigund, the officials said. Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir, Asgar Hassan 
Samoon has asked Chief Area Manager, Northern Railway, Upinder Singh to inquire into the matter and 
furnish a report. A technical team reached the spot soon after the accident, which took place at 12.20 pm. 
The cause of the accident is being ascertained by the technical team, Upinder Singh said. The derailment, 
however, did not suspend the movement of other trains on the Qazigund-Srinagar-Budgam-Baramulla 
railway line. As the train had derailed near the railway station while halting at Sadura, the movement of 
trains on the spare line at the station continued. An official spokesman here stated that all injured were out 
of danger. The Chief Medical Officer (CMO), Anantnag, and the CMO, Kulgam, have been deputed to 
oversee the medical care to the injured. 
 
10 injured as bus topples 
Source: The Hindu, Bangalore 
Date: 28 November 2011 
 

Ten persons, mostly students, were injured when the 
private bus by which they were travelling toppled 
after ramming a lamppost on Chord Road underpass, 
near Vijayanagar, on Saturday.The driver of the bus, 
ferrying students and faculty members of the Gandhi 
Krishi Vignana Kendra (GKVK), lost control of the 
vehicle and hit the lamppost at about 8 a.m., the 
police said. Ten of the 47 passengers suffered minor 
injuries and were taken to hospital. “The bus was 
driven recklessly,” said a source in the 
Kamakshipalya Traffic Police Station, adding, “the 
driver lost control while negotiating the curve and 
rammed the lamppost.”The students were going to 
Madikeri as part of an educational trip. A case has 
been filed against the driver, who is absconding. 

 
Major fire in Mumbai market; 300 shops gutted, three injured 
 
Source: The Hindu, Mumbai 
Date: 27 November 2011 
 

A major fire engulfed a prominent commercial hub 
here in the wee hours of Saturday, leaving three 
firemen injured and gutting more than 300 
shops.As many as 34 fire engines and more than 13 
water tankers were pressed into service to control 
the flames that swept through Manish Market, 
Sara-Sahara shopping complex, Mohata market 
and other small shopping establishments in south 
Mumbai, a Fire Brigade official said. The shopping 
enclave mostly houses showrooms of electronic 
goods, perfumes and clothes, among others. The 
cause of the fire, that started at around 3.45 am, 
was yet to be ascertained, and it has still not been 
brought under control, he said. Three firefighters 
were injured while dousing the flames, the official 

 
The HinduFire brigade personnel try to douse a huge 
fire that engulfed hundreds of shops at Manish market 
in south Mumbai and the fire which started at 3 a.m. 
was raging for more than 12 hours, in Mumbai on 

Saturday. Photo: Vivek Bendre 
 



 9

said. Two additional fire tenders from adjoining Navi Mumbai and one from Thane have also been 
pressed into service, the official added.  
 
Four of family killed in fire 
Source: The Hindu, Special Correspondent 
Date: 27 November 2011 
 
Four persons of a family, including two children, were charred to death after fire broke out in their house 
near Tirumangalam in Madurai district in the small hours of Saturday. The police suspect that a leak from 
the cooking gas cylinder along with electric short circuit could have caused the accident. The deceased 
were a rice mill owner, R. Veerapandi (37), his wife V. Selvi (32) and their children, Dharshini (7) and 
Nandakumar (4). The family had been using the concrete-roofed office room of the rice mill as their 
bedroom where the inferno was noticed by neighbours at around 12.40 a.m., the police said. Veerapandi's 
uncle, Manivannan, who lives in the neighbourhood, noticed the fire when he came out to attend nature's 
call, said his son, Veerababu. Manivannan alerted other neighbours who broke open the wooden door. 
“The flame gushed out in full vigour,” Veerababu said. Fire and Rescue Service personnel put out the 
flame within 20 minutes. The charred bodies of the children and father were found on the wooden cot 
while the mother's was lying on the floor, the Station Fire Officer, D. Kathiresan, said. Though the family 
was using an adjacent room as the kitchen, it is not known why the cooking gas cylinder was kept in the 
bedroom. Veerapandi had got a refill after the gas cylinder got exhausted on Friday, Veerababu said. The 
welding joint in the cylinder had developed a crack.The Tirumangalam Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
K.S. Ravichandran, said that there was no sign of the family members having struggled. The neighbours 
heard no noise. “Probably, they were fast asleep or had fallen unconscious owing to the smoke,” he said. 
The police were waiting for the post-mortem and forensic reports to arrive at the actual cause of fire.  
 
Stage III cyclone warning issued on the Ramnad coast 
Source: The Hindu, Special Correspondent 
Date: 26 November 2011 
 
Stage III cyclone warning signal dome has been raised at Pamban port in the district following a warning 
issued by the Meteorological Department on formation of a deep depression. 
 
Port authorities said on Saturday that the dome was raised to intimate the fishermen that it was no 
advisable to venture into the sea.  
 
Caution 
If the fishermen wanted to go for fishing in 
the sea, they need to be cautious since the 
velocity of wind would be high for the next 
couple of days. The stages of warning would 
be changed depending upon the advisory of 
the meteorological office. Meanwhile, the 
fishermen of mechanised boats did not 
venture into the sea on Saturday owing to 
choppy waters. Fisheries department officials 
suspended issuing of tokens to the fishermen 
to venture into the sea. Most of the country 
boat fishermen here also took a break.  
Several areas of the district received rain for 
the third consecutive day on Saturday also. 
Ramanathapuram received 36.06 mm 
followed by Vattanam 31, Kadaladi 47.04, Thiruvadanai 28 and R.S. Mangalam 25.  
 
Policeman dies 
Owing to heavy rain, schools were closed for the second day on Saturday. The rain has claimed a 
policeman's life when he came in contact with a live wire at the Kamudhi Special Force facility. The 
deceased, Karthick (20), was attached to the 14th battalion. Collector V. Arun Roy, who convened an 

 
Warning: Cyclone warning signal raised at Pamban on Saturday. — 
Photo: L. Balachandar 

 



 10

urgent meeting of district officials, directed them to be on the alert and take immediate steps in the event 
of these rain- related events. He said that the officials had been directed to keep sufficient sand bags at 
different places to prevent breaches of tanks. The district administration, which received a cyclone bulletin 
on Saturday evening indicating the change of direction of deep depression towards south Tamil Nadu, 
issued warning to the fishermen and people living along the coast to move to safe areas. The revenue 
department officials made the announcement through tom tom at the fishermen hamlets such as 
Danushkodi and Natarajapuram. 
 
Disaster measures reviewed 
 
Source: The Hindu, Tamil Nadu 
Date: 26 November 2011 
 
Officials of various departments should coordinate their efforts to prevent loss of life and livestock, 
damage to property during natural disasters, Principal Secretary to government and Monitoring Officer for 
Disaster Prevention and Relief Apurva Verma told officials here on Friday.Reviewing the preparedness of 
district officials and departments to overcome damage caused by monsoon and floods, Mr.Verma 
cautioned officials of the Revenue, Police, Fire and Rescue Services, Public Works Department and the 
Education Department to work in tandem to avoid loss of life and property. “Areas that were breached 
during the previous monsoon or floods should be strengthened and fortified,” he said adding that 
additional relief materials must be kept ready to rush to vulnerable locations. The role of the village 
administrative officers was pivotal, Mr.Verma added. 
 
Awareness on safety at level crossings 
 
Source: The Hindu, Andhra Pradesh 
Date: 26 November 2011 
 
A team from the Railways visited various schools over Waltair Division and created awareness among the 
children about the precautions to be taken while passing through Railway level crossings, both manned 
and unmanned, as part of the month-long safety drive.Publicity material on safety like pamphlets and 
stickers were distributed to the school children and teachers. The objective of the programme is to bring 
down the incidence accidents at level crossing on account of human failure, according to a statement 
issued by Senior DCM H.L. Luwang.  
 
16 dead as buses collide, burst into flames 
 
Source: The Indian Express, ENS, Pune 
Date: 29 November 2011 
 

Sixteen people were charred to death and 52 
injured, six of them critically, when two private 
buses collided head-on at a blind corner near 
Mehkar in Buldana district early morning on 
Monday and burst into flames on impact. The Royal 
Travels Pune-Nagpur bus (MH30 AA6006) and 
Saini Travels Nagpur-Pune bus (MH31 CD 5169) 
collided around 3.30 am near Chincholi-Bore about 
4 km from Mehkar. Nine of the dead, including two 
drivers and a conductor of one buses and a driver of 
the other, were identified in by evening. Late in the 
evening, the remaining bodies were also identified.  
 

According to police, the critically injured are now out of danger. Travellers in vehicles that followed the 
buses informed Mehkar police who reached the spot along with personnel from neighbouring police 
stations. Buldana Deputy Superintendent of Police Kalpana Baraokar and Mehkar MLA Sanjay Raimulkar 
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also reached the spot for rescue operations. A number of local volunteers and organizations joined them to 
help extricate passengers and take them to hospital. 
 
Landslide disrupts traffic on Ooty-Coonoor highway 
 
Source: The Hindu, Special Correspondent 
Date: 29 November 2011 
 
A landslide disrupted traffic on the busy Ooty-
Coonoor national highway on Monday. Though there 
was no rain a sizeable chunk of land below Sathya 
Sai Nagar along the highway suddenly came down 
with a lot of vegetation including a tree early in the 
morning.Fortunately there were no vehicles or 
pedestrians at the spot when the slide 
occurred.However since the tree fell on an overhead 
electric line power supply to some areas was 
hit.Traffic was diverted via Lovedale and Kotagiri 
till the road was cleared by fire and rescue services 
personnel and others. The incident subjected 
commuters including many office goers to 
considerable inconvenience.The spot is being studied 
by the authorities concerned to establish the cause of 
the landslide. Having been battered by torrential 
rains accompanied by howling winds and bitter cold 
over the last few days, many parts of the Nilgiris 
including Ooty and Coonoor experienced marginally 
better weather on Monday.Since the mercury started ascending and the rains were only intermittent there 
was not much difficulty in the people going about their routine work. During the 24 hour period ending 
8.30 a.m. on Monday Coonoor recorded 77 mm of rainfall, Burliar: 65mm, Kotagiri: 59mm and Ketti: 
25mm. 
 
High tide hits south Goa beaches 
Source: The Times of India, Panaji/Canacona 
Date: 29 November 2011 
 
An unexpected surge of the high tide powered by squally winds on Goa's coast caused damage as huge 
waves battered at least 34 canoes and motorized boats at Palolem beach in Canacona taluka apart from 
damaging some shacks on Sunday night and Monday morning. It was a grim reminder of the December 
2006 tsunami that struck Tamil Nadu coast and the unprecedented flood in Canacona taluka, the 
southernmost part of Goa, on October 2, 2009. The waves smashed the canoes and engines, scattered nets 
and equipment, and also damaged two residential houses and some structures used for storing fishing nets. 
"The water entered these beachside structures and houses. A number of canoes, fishing nets and 
equipment stored in huts were damaged, causing huge loss," South Goa Zilla Panchayat vice president 
Daya Pagui said.Canacona deputy collector Shiv Kumar said the calamity struck the coastline at around 
11pm, causing major damage to some structures and uprooting casuarina and other trees. The sea water 
rise and sudden flooding, combined with squally winds, on Palolem beach is only a local phenomenon and 
has been caused by deep depression in south east Arabian Sea, sources said.A scientist at the National 
Institute of Oceanography (NIO) told TOI that "It is a local phenomenon triggered by a sharp depression 
and fuelled by intensified wind conditions and even rainfall." 
 
 
 

Maldives  
No disaster News found this week 

 
landslide that occured on the Ooty-Coonoor national 

highway on Nov. 28, 2011. Photo: M. Sathyamoorthy. 
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Nepal 
 
Rs 5.5bn ADB aid for school reform 
Source: - Kantipur News, Kathmandu 
Date: - 25 November 2011  

KATHMANDU, NOV 25 - The Asian Development Bank Board of Directors has approved a grant 
finance totalling $65 million (Rs 5.46 billion) from the Asian Development Fund and Technical 
Assistance Special Fund grant of $500,000 (Rs 42.2 million) for the School Sector Reform 
Programme.The support comes as a policy-based grant for the programme which supports the 
government’s ongoing education reform initiatives with stronger focus on gender, social inclusion, and 
quality. According to a statement issued by the ADB on Thursday, the support will go beyond providing 
critical inputs like school buildings and textbooks to addressing all the various components that make an 
education system work such as quality, policy reforms, incentives, safety issues, management and 
governance. “The programme will also strongly focus on equitable access and quality education, and 
make a concerted effort to reach out-of-school children, especially girls, from vulnerable and 
disadvantaged groups,” said Sungsup Ra, Director of ADB’s South Asia Human and Social Development 
Division. 

Dengue outbreak in Nawalparasi  
Source: - Nepal News, Nawalparasi 
Date: - 28 November 2011  

At least six dengue patients were found in different VDCs in Nawalparasi district this year, confirmed the 
District Public Health Office, Nawalparasi, RSS reports.The dengue patients were found in the district as 
most of the VDCs in the district are close to Chitwan, which is one among the districts that are at high risk 
of dengue, informed the office.Gaindakot, Mukundapur, Amarapuri, Rajahar and some other VDCs are at 
the high risk of this disease, said Harinandan Mahato, Vector Control of the office.According to him, the 
disease is transferred when the female mosquito, Aedes Aejypti bites human beings and mostly the urban 
population is affected by the disease.The disease is mostly seen in males as compared to the females as 
women cover their body parts with clothes compared to men, he said.It has been informed that the office 
has visited the dengue affected areas and has destroyed eggs, organised awareness programmes and 
interactions to prevent the disease.Chitwan, Rupandehi, Nawalparasi, Parsa and some other Terai districts 
are at high risk of Dengue disease.  

Baglung forests get cash from UK for cutting carbon 
Source: - Republica News, Baglung 
Date: - 29 November 2011  
 
BAGLUNG, Nov 29: Two community forests in Baglung have received financial support from a UK-
based organization, Plan Vivo, for their significant contribution to carbon reduction. Stating that the 
forests in Resh and Damak VDCs have contributed to environmental balance by helping to compensate 
for carbon emissions, the carbon trading organization provided Rs 600,000 as the first phase of an 
´environmental compensation service.Talking to Repulica, President of Resh Community Forest Sharada 
Thapa said it was a matter of pleasure for all members of the forest users group to be acknowledged and 
supported by a foreign organization. “We did not know at all that we would be getting aid from a foreign 
country for preserving our own forests,” she quipped. “This has certainly encouraged us!”Plan Vivo noted 
that the forests were ahead in plantation and in forest and waters sources preservation, among other 
effective forest conservation measures. As news of the financial support for forests spread, other 
community forest members have become equally excited. President of Malu Community Forest Muktiram 
Thapa said that they have tried their best to preserve the water sources in that forest. “We have 
constructed a pond with a capacity of 170,000 liters within the forest area, “he said, adding, “We are 
mindful that there should be no lack of water for wild animals and birds” Interestingly, environmental 
issues have gripped locals here. According to Deputy Manager of Ruprantaran Nepal Interim Forest 
Project Lilaraj Paudel, a 10-year plan has been framed to carry out environment friendly activities at the 
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initiative of locals. “How much carbon the forests in Resh and Damek actually reduce is under 
investigation,” he informed, adding that the youths in the two VDCs have started working even more 
efficiently after learning about the compensation paid to the two community forests. Similarly, Secretary 
of Community Forest Users Federation Prem Lamichhane said forests are not only contributing to 
environment but also providing several schemes to better the income levels of locals. “The community 
forests are providing good income generating opportunities to people below the poverty line.” He added 
that locals are also aware about the importance of herbal medicines found in the forests. “They are keen to 
preserve such plants.” 
 

Pakistan  
 
Nine killed, 12 injured as van collides with bus 
 
Source: - Daily Times, Multan 
Date: - 25 November 2011  

MULTAN: Nine passengers, including three from a family, 
were killed and 12 others injured as a van they were riding, 
collided with a bus near Ghaziwala on Shujabad road, some 28 
kilometres away from Multan on Thursday. SHO Muzaffarabad 
police station, Rana Farooq, told reporters that a van was on its 
way from Jalalpur Pirwala to Multan when it collided with a 
city transport bus that was on its way to Shujabad from Multan. 
The collision left nine passengers, including three kids, two 
women and the driver dead on the spot. Three of the nine dead 
passengers hailed from a family including Saima, her seven-
month old son Jawwad and three-year-old daughter Sadaf.  

Sindh floods: ‘Mismanagement and irregularities’ cloud relief efforts 
 
Source: - The Express Tribune, Karachi 
Date: - 25 November 2011  

KARACHI: A survey has revealed that a majority of 
flood survivors in the worst affected districts have not 
received their Pakistan cards worth Rs20,000 apiece.The 
‘Civil Society Flood Situation Report’ shows that the 
distribution of cards by National Database and 
Registration Authority (NADRA) has been rather slow. 
This, coupled with alleged extortion, has led to concern 
over the National Disaster Management Authority’s 
work. The Peoples Accountability Commission on 
Floods (PACF) Pakistan, a network of flood-affected 
communities, volunteers and humanitarian activists, 
conducted the survey and the report was released on 
Thursday. 

People have to queue at card distribution centres for six to eight hours which is taking its toll on the 
people. The women and elderly in particular, are worse off for the long waits and there have been reports 
of ill people dying while they wait their turn in line.Meanwhile, new distribution systems have evolved. 
They are operated by agents that require people to pay bribes of Rs500 to Rs1,500 for each card. More 
often than not, NADRA officials ask the flood survivors to contact these agents for the cards. 

The NDMA’s mess 
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The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) also came under criticism in the report. The 
PACF claims that the authority violated international humanitarian laws with their decision that 
humanitarian aid would not be required when the floods first began. They banned cash support by 
humanitarian agencies and are now being blamed for increasing food insecurity among the flood-affected 
communities.The report says that flood-affected communities are still suffering the setback this decision 
caused. International humanitarian organisations are not yet up to speed with their efforts while many of 
them have decided not to help at all after the NDMA first rebuked them.The report slammed the NDMA’s 
‘anti-people policy’ decision. “NDMA has issued a policy decision banning the distribution of cash grants 
amount among flood affected communities by national and international organisations,” it claimed. This 
move deprived the poorest of poor, the sick, widows, and households headed by women from basic funds 
and quick support that they could have spent on food and medicine, the report added. 

Inadequate support 

The report expresses dissatisfaction when it comes to the sanitation, food and shelter being provided. It 
estimates that tents and shelter have only been provided about 35 per cent of the flood-affected 
households.Clean drinking water is another missing necessity in many areas. The report claims that there 
has been a 10 per cent decrease in the number of people receiving water from protected sources in some 
districts. 

Toxic liquor kills 13 at Khanewal wedding 
 
Source: - The Express Tribune, Khanewal 
Date: - 25 November 2011  

KHANEWAL: At least 13 people died after taking poisonous liquor in a wedding ceremony in the Pirwala 
area of Khanewal district on Thursday, reported Express 24/7.The intoxicated individuals were taken to a 
hospital by relatives, but two died enroute, while the rest died later in the hospital.Police claim to have 
arrested the man involved in producing the illegal liquor.Earlier this year, Multan Police had carried out 
raids on factories producing illegal liquor and rearrested several people who were released soon after their 
arrest using their contacts.In October, 13 other people died after taking poisonous liquor during a 
gathering in Karachi. According to police officials, they all died after imbibing an excessive quantity of 
toxic liquor. 

7 killed in roof collapse 
 
Source: - Pakistan Observer, Mingora 
Date: - 25 November 2011  
 
Mingora—Seven persons of a family members including children and women died when roof of a house 
collapsed in Madyan of Swat on Thursday. According to police, the ill-fated incident occurred when the 
victim family was fast asleep. The dead include Ghaniur Rehman, his wife, two sons, a daughter and 
nephew Nazeer and his wife. The bodies of the victims were retrieved by locals and police after hectic 
efforts. In Faisalabad a youth was killed while two other were injured in a clash between two rival groups 
in the area of Jaranwala police station.According to police, Ali Akbar and Farasat alias Chand, residents 
of Chak No.240-GB, had an old rivalry over some disputes. Farasat forced his entry into the house of Ali 
Akbar and opened indiscriminate fire and injured Ali Akbar and his son Sher Afzal. However, the other 
group returned fire and gunned down Farasat. Police sent the body to mortuary for autopsy and registered 
a case against the accused. In Sargodha a man was killed and another injured over an old enmity near here 
on Thursday.Police said Iftikhar, Babar, Mohsin, Mukhtar, Nazir, Majid and Nawaz opened firing on 
Ahmad Yar Awan near Sumaranwali. As a result, he died on the spot while passer-by Dilawar received 
injuries while the accused fled. Police registered a case against the accused. In Khuzdar at least two 
persons have been killed and four others injured in a tribal clash took place between two tribes here on 
Thursday.Police said that two local tribes including Shahol and Chanal exchanged fire over a petty issue 
in Katano area. As a result, two tribal men were killed and four others wounded. 
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Even though the water in Badin may evaporate, a residue of problems will be left behind  
 
Source: - The Express Tribune, Badin 
Date: - 26 November 2011 

BADIN: “They tossed one blanket at us,” exclaims 
Tikam Das, recalling a Pakistan Army truck passing 
through his street. “One blanket – and there are 20 to 
25 families here. Their truck was stuffed with 
blankets.”Das gives a tour of one tent, part of a 
makeshift camp on the side of the road. He laughs 
when asked if the camp’s residents aren’t concerned 
about security. Torn rillis and a few pots and pans are 
all they have. “Who would steal this?” he quips.Das 
and another resident of the camp, Misri, argue over 
the support provided by the government and non-
profit organisations. While Das says Hindus have 
been discriminated against when it comes to aid, 
Misri says they have not. While they have received 
some help, they still lack the basics – proper 
healthcare, a rehabilitation plan, or a system to drain 
the water from their inundated village.  

If there are no blankets or proper tents, the winter will prove to be unbearable for those who have lost 
everything in this year’s disaster.For the children living in tents pitched by the side of the road, dangers 
lurk everywhere. “We run after our children all day to make sure they don’t fall in the water,” said one 
woman. The other risk is children being hit by cars passing through. Three-year-old Reshma clutches her 
mother. Her bandaged arm is proof of what the women claim – that Reshma was hit by a car in Zulfiqar 
Mirza’s son’s convoy. “They gave Rs3,000 for her arm. We had to go to Hyderabad to get it set and the 
joint still is not right,” her mother told The Express Tribune.Water stretches for miles in Badin. No one 
knows how the water will be drained but the understanding is that it is an expensive proposition. People 
appear to be relying on evaporation, which could take a couple of months. Those who wanted to divert the 
water into the irrigation canals have been asked to pay bribes of up to Rs20,000 and the government has 
not listened to requests to block the waterways.Almost four months after the unprecedented rainfall 
flooded Badin, people are trying to rebuild their lives. The residents of Kehar Khan Lund, a village in 
Badin’s UC-1, are one example. After the only school in the village was flooded, villagers set up a 
temporary school in a tent. Now that the water level has gone down to four feet from its initial seven, 
residents created a bridge – constructed of bark – to help children cross over into the primary school. 
Waqar Ahmed, a first-year student at Islamia College, says they carry young children across in their arms 
for fear they may slip and drown.Schoolteacher Allah Dino Soomro begins classes at 8 am for the school’s 
51 students, including 25 girls. There is no secondary school nearby, nor a female teacher. Soomro says he 
has requested the government in the past to induct a female teacher, which would encourage parents to 
send more girls to school.Still, the bright-eyed boys and girls walk across water every day to study in bare 
rooms. The sole lavatory isn’t in their reach as it is surrounded by water too. Children happily say they 
want to grow up to be doctors and policemen.But the village elders are unhappy with the government’s 
role in allegedly stopping aid by NGOs to their area, on the pretext that it was not impacted by the Left 
Bank Outfall Drain. A sit-in protest is scheduled to take place outside the Badin DCO’s office, and will 
continue until former MPA Zulfiqar Mirza, current MNA and National Assembly Speaker Fehmida Mirza 
or the DCO make sure that the help makes its way here again. 
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Seven die, 40 injured in road accident 
 
Source: - The Frontier Post, Karachi 
Date: - 27 November 2011  

KARACHI (INP): At least seven passengers were killed and 40 others injured in a road accident on Indus 
Highway on late Saturday night.According to police sources, the passenger bus was bound to Peshawar 
from Karachi which met a tragic mishap due to over speeding near Rajanpur area, leaving seven 
passengers dead on the spot and around 40 injured, highway police said.Eleven among injured passengers 
were said to be in critical condition. Seven of them have been shifted to Rojhan Hospital and others 
injured are being treated in ICU ward of Guddu Hospital, sources said.  

NDMA chief, UN team visit rain-hit areas 
 
Source: - Dawn News, Sanghar 
Date: - 28 November 2011  

SANGHAR: National Disaster Management Authority’s chairman Zafar Qadir and a team of the United 
Nations officials took an aerial view of some rain-hit areas before visiting rain-affected localities of 
Berani, a small town 35 km from here, on Sunday. Talking to reporters, Mr Qadir said that in Sanghar 
1.227 million people were affected, 927,000 acres of agriculture land and crops on 306,000 acres were 
destroyed.He said that 127,000 affected people were in relief camps till Oct 31 and 91 per cent cotton crop 
and 50 per cent paddy and sugarcane crops were damaged.He said that about 90 per cent of stagnant 
rainwater had been drained out from areas which were under 10 to 12 feet of water.Sindh Information 
Minister Shazia Marri who received the delegation at Berani said that 700 mm rainfall had been recorded 
in Sanghar and it was still creating problems for the people.She said the crop of cotton had been 
completely destroyed. It was a huge disaster and the federal government and international community 
fully cooperated with provincial government at this difficult hour. 

34pc of Sindh’s flooded areas still under water: WFP 
 
Source: - Pakistan Today, Islamabad 
Date: - 28 November 2011  

 ISLAMABAD - The fact that around 34 percent of 
Sindh’s flooded areas are still inundated suggests a 
high level of food insecurity in the province, the 
World Food Programme (WFP) said in its recently 
published Situation Report.“The recent multi-sector 
cluster assessment shows that 34 percent of the 
flooded areas of Sindh are still under water. The 
assessment confirms high levels of food insecurity 
in the province,” the WFP said in its situation report. 
The report was released on Thursday.The WFP said 
the situation heightened food insecurity in Sindh 
where rates of Global Acute Malnutrition were 17.3 

percent even before the floods. According to the WFP, the results from the National Nutrition Survey, 
2011, also show that situation has not improved and Sindh still remains the most food deprived province 
of the country, with food insecurity at 72 percent and malnutrition as high as 23 percent.The report also 
added that the WFP had reached over 1.4 million people in November. The WFP said that 50 percent of 
the funding was encouraging and that it would hopefully get more funds in the coming days. The United 
States, Canada, Australia, Denmark, Germany, Japan, Luxembourg, New Zealand and Switzerland 
provided assistance to the WFP for the flood victims in Pakistan.  
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Toll 366 as one more killed by dengue virus 
 
Source: - The Nation, Lahore 
Date: - 28 November 2011  
 
LAHORE – The toll from the deadly dengue reached in the City to 366 as the virus killed one more 
patient on Sunday. Besides, the ruthless disease forced dozens of Lahorites to approach hospitals for 
preliminary tests, confirming 30 new cases. Ghulam Murtaza (48), a resident of Sadiqia Colony, Khokhar 
Road, lost his battle of life with the dengue virus. Out of 30 new cases, 6 were tested positive at Sir Ganga 
Ram Hospital, 4 each at Mayo and Jinnah and 2 at Services Hospital while 14 were reported from private 
centres. 
 
14 killed in Taxila road mishap 
 
Source: - The News, Taxila 
Date: - 29 November 2011  

 
TAXILA: A least 14 people were killed when a 
Rawalpindi bound van went out of control and hit a tree 
catching fire later, Geo News reported 
Tuesday.According to details, the passenger van was on 
its way to Rawalpindi from Peshawar when the driver 
lost control and hit a tree. Soon after that the vehicle 
caught fire killing at least 10 on the spot while four 
others succumbed to injuries on the way to 
hospital.Injured were shifted to PIMS hospital while 
rescue efforts are still underway. 
 

Fire guts plastic factory, two motorcycles 
 
Source: - Daily Times, Karachi 
Date: - 29 November 2011  

KARACHI: Fire gutted a plastic factory and burnt down two motorcycles in Godhra within the precincts 
of New Karachi Industrial Area police station here on Monday. According to the fire brigade department, 
flames broke out in a plastic factory due to short circuit at around 02:00pm. Authorities were informed 
about it by an unknown caller. They said that four fire tenders rushed immediately to the spot to 
extinguish the fire, which completely gutted the plastic factory and other adjacent wood godowns. Later, 
20 fire tenders, including two snorkels, were also dispatched to the site. Fire brigade officials informed 
that two motorcycles were also burnt in the incident. The fire was controlled within three hours and 
nobody was reported hurt.  

 

Sri Lanka  
 
Gale hits Matara  
 
Source: - Daily Mirror, Matara 
Date: - 25 November 2011  
 
A gale blowing at a speed of about 40km per hour has caused havoc in the Matara area. A number of trees 
in homes and on the roadside have fallen which has resulted in several homes and commercial 
establishments. It has resulted in damages to several homes and commercial establishments. Three persons 
were injured and taken to the Matara Hospital, while ambulances have been sent by the hospital to persons 
requiring assistance. The power supply in the areas has come to a standstill. 
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Possible dengue outbreak identified  
 
Source: - Daily News, Colombo 
Date: - 25 November 2011  

The Health Ministry warns the public of a possible dengue outbreak in selected areas which have been 
identified through a entomological survey conducted by the Department of Entomology of the Medical 
Research Institute (MRI), a Health Ministry spokesperson said. The survey, conducted using international 
standards, found places with over 15.5 percent of dengue mosquito larvae density. The percentage should 
be less than two percent according to international standards. The survey was conducted covering 
Piliyandala, Dehiwala, Nugegoda, Moratuwa, Kaduwela, Kelaniya, Ja-ela, Ragama, Wattala, Mirigama, 
Mahara and Maharagama areas. The surveyors inspected 2,215 places and found 1,249 places with 
mosquito breeding sites. The number of places with dengue mosquito larvae was 165, the spokesperson 
said. "The public needs to be vigilant on dengue mosquito breeding sites especially during this rainy 
season. The environment and buildings should be kept free of mosquito breeding sites. Destroying such 
sites is the practical way of preventing a dengue outbreak," he added.  

37 injured in head-on collision 
 
Source: - The Island, Matara 
Date: - 25 November 2011  
 
A head-on collision on the Galle-Matara road at Bandaramulla last morning between a private bus and a 
truck, left 37 commuters injured and receiving treatment at the Matara Hospital. Three with serious 
injuries were transferred to the Karapitiya Hospital. 
 
Sri Lanka storm kills 14, damages 1,500 homes 
 
Source: - The News, Colombo 
Date: - 26 November 2011 
 
COLOMBO: Heavy rains and gale force winds have killed at least 14 people and left more than 30 
fishermen missing in southern Sri Lanka, officials said Saturday.Disaster Management centre officials 
said a total of 14 people were confirmed dead while another 30 were reported missing after coastal areas 
were lashed by heavy winds on Friday.Officials said nearly 1,500 homes were damaged, with most of 
them losing their roofs. 
 
Death toll rises to 12  
 
Source: - Daily Mirror, Colombo 
Date: - 26 November 2011 
 
The death toll in the gale that hit the southern coastal belt has risen to 12 including eight fishermen, and 
four others who died due to falling trees and other objects. Five fishing boats have been destroyed and 12 
others are reported missing. 
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Inclement weather rocks country: Eight die, thousands hit  
 
Source: - Daily News, Matara 
Date: - 26 November 2011  
 

 
 

The gusty winds that blew across the Southern coastal belt left eight persons dead and affected thousands 
yesterday. A total of 6,153 persons belonging to 1,281 families were affected by the inclement weather 
around the country. Matara district reported the highest number of people affected by the bad weather. 
The Police and Security Forces along with government officials were deployed to provide relief to the 
affected. Over 120 houses were fully damaged and 1,025 houses partially damaged by the gale. According 
to a spokesman at the Disaster Management Centre, the highest number of deaths were reported from the 
Matara district. Traffic on many roads in the Matara, Galle and Hambantota districts were obstructed due 
to trees falling on roads while the power supply was also interrupted in the area. The highest number of 
affected persons were reported from the Matara and Weligama Divisional Secretariat divisions. Roofs of a 
number of houses including schools in the Matara district were blown off. Badulla, Batticaloa, 
Moneragala, Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa districts also experienced heavy rain. Sluice gates of 
Nachchaduwa tank and Kala Wewa in the Anuradhapura district were opened with the water reaching 
spill level. Over 700 persons belonging to 204 families were affected in the Batticaloa district.A number 
of schools and houses were partly damaged due to the gusty winds experienced along the coastal belt from 
Tangalle to Ambalangoda. According to the Matara District Disaster Management Co-ordinator Capt S C 
K Balasooriya the wind cause damages to many properties in the coastal belt. Roofs of many houses in the 
coastal belt in Matara have been blown away. Disaster Management Centre officials said the damage 
caused by the gusty winds has not been estimated.  

President directs national council for disaster management: obtain help from personnel trained in 
relief, rescue ops  
 
Source: - Daily News, Colombo 
Date: - 26 November 2011  

President Mahinda Rajapaksa yesterday directed the National Council for Disaster Management to obtain 
the assistance of service personnel who are trained in relief and rescue operations during disasters such as 
floods, cyclones and earthslips. The President made this directive at the Councils' seventh meeting at 
Temple Trees. President Rajapaksa directed the Council to prepare itself for floods and earthslips in the 
face of inclement weather prevailing in the country. The President also expressed the need to expedite the 
establishment of search and rescue units introduced by the council. The President instructed to delay 
providing recommendations for building houses in areas prone to landslides. President Rajapaksa was of 
the view that there should be a single insurance scheme to provide compensation for houses damaged by 
natural disaster. Disaster Management Minister Mahinda Amaraweera, Education Minister Bandula 
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Gunawardena, Economic Development Minister Basil Rajapaksa, Social Services Minister Felix Perera, 
Chief Ministers Berty Premalal Dissanayake and Athula Wijesinghe Secretary to the President Lalith 
Weeratunga and Disaster Management Ministry Secretary S.M. Mohammed were also present.  

Rains hit N’eliya cultivations  
 
Source: - Daily News, Nuwara Eliya 
Date: - 26 November 2011  

The continuous rain and strong winds in around Nuwara Eliya district had destroyed large extent of 
vegetable and potato cultivations. Several earthslips were also reported from around the city, with one at 
Radella and the other near the Hakgala Botanical Garden. Meanwhile, tea plantations in Nuwara Eliya 
have also been affected due to the heavy down pour.  

Inclement weather wreaks havoc: 17 dead, 40 injured and 33 missing 
 
Source: - The Island, Colombo 
Date: - 27 November 2011 
 
Torrential rains, floods and gale force winds have left at least 17 people dead, 40 injured, 33 missing and 
displaced 33,957 individuals in 8,357 families in seven districts during the past two days, reports said.The 
Disaster Management Centre reported yesterday that inclement weather had wreaked havoc Batticaloa, 
Badulla, Moneragala, Galle, Kalutara, Amapara and Nuwara Eliya districts.Parts of the Galle and Matara 
districts were amongst the worst hit as gale force winds accompanied by heavy rains caused extensive 
damage to property . In the Galle district, three deaths were reported with 13 others injured while in 
Matara 12 persons were killed, 27 injured and 33 missing. A total of 1,796 families were affected.In 
centres In the Galle district, 57 families were affected in Kadawathsathara, 15 in Hikkaduwa, 520 in 
Habaraduwa, seven in Elpitiya, 13 families in Niyagama, 122 in Imaduwa, 10 in Nagoda and 15 in 
Yakkalamulla.In the Matara district, the affected areas were: Devinuwara, Dickwella, Matara, Hakmana, 
Mulatiyana, Athureliya, Pasgoda, Weligama, Thihagoda, Malimbada, Pitabeddara, Kotapola, Kirinde, 
Puhulwela and Kamburupitiya.Heavy rains were also experienced in Anuradhapura, Batticaloa and 
Moneragala. Floods were also reported from Kilinochchi, Ampara and Kalutara regions. Landslides 
occurred in Badulla and Nuwara Eliya flowing torrential rains.Tangalle, Beliatta, Hambantota and 
Ambalantota experienced heavy rain and gale force winds displacing 16 families. 
 
Search op for 33 missing fishermen  
 
Source: - Daily News, Colombo 
Date: - 28 November 2011  

The Navy has launched a search operation for 33 fishermen who went missing after a gale and rains 
lashed several parts of the island on Friday, the Disaster Management Centre (DMC) reported yesterday. 
“Twelve bodies of fishermen have been found while the others are still missing. The Navy has launched 
search operations,” Fisheries Department Assistant Director Lal de Silva told the Daily News yesterday. 
Most fishermen are residents of Weligama, Hakmana and Pasgoda areas. “The fishermen went to sea in 19 
vessels. Six sank and two washed ashore. Details about the other vessels are still not available. 
Investigations are on,” de Silva said. The Navy has deployed two dvoras, gunboat Shakthi and two ships 
Sagara and Ranawickrama for the search operations in Galle, Matara and Beruwala, Navy Spokesman 
Commander Kosala Warnakulasuriya told the Daily News. The operation launched on Saturday, is 
continuing, he added. De Silva said that Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development Minister Dr. 
Rajitha Senaratne visited the affected areas to take measures to resettle persons who were affected.  
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Flood havoc: 19 dead, 43 missing  
 
Source: - Daily News, Colombo 
Date: - 28 November 2011 

The Disaster Management Centre (DMC) reported 19 deaths and 43 missing in the rain and flood havoc 
during the last three days, while the number of those injured was 41. According to the DMC report around 
53,773 persons belonging to 13,337 families have been affected, due to the bad weather. A total of 1,603 
persons belonging to 380 families have been displaced and relocated in shelters. Six hundred and thirty 
houses were totally damaged and 5,094 houses partially damaged in the cyclonic winds accompanying the 
rain.  

Around 3,436 people have been affected in the Batticaloa district. These people belong to 954 families. 
They are from the Koralal Pattu South, Eravur Pattu, Porativu Pattu, Eravur town and Manamunai West 
Divisional Secretariat. According to the DMC, the Southern coast in the Matara district was the worst 
affected. The report said that 13,430 people from 2,686 families were affected in Matara while 426 houses 
were fully damaged and another 2,141 houses partially damaged. Electricity supply was disrupted in 
Matara with several roads blocked by fallen trees and other debris. Road cleaning and power line 
restoration are in progress with the assistance of the Army and Pradesiya Sabhas.In the Badulla district, 42 
families with 206 persons were affected. They were evacuated to the Rawana Ella Temple. Irrigation 
officials were forced to open sluice gates and warn villagers of increasing water levels in streams 
following overflowing reservoirs in Moneragala, Anuradhapura and Batticalo. In the Ampara district, 
flood affected 18,374 persons from 4,875 families, mostly in the Pottuvil area.The government has 
deployed Security Forces personnel to assist officials to expedite relief efforts to the affected in every 
district. The Security Forces are prepared to face any emergency situation that may arise due to the 
prevailing weather condition. The Army had assisted in clearing many roads blocked due to fallen trees, 
while the Navy had assisted in evacuating people who were stranded due to floods with the use of Navy 
boats. Army personnel have been deployed to areas affected in Matara and Galle districts to provide relief 
during an emergency. The badly affected districts are Batticaloa, Moneragala, Anuradhapura, Jaffna, 
Galle, Hambathota, Matara, Badulla, Kilinochchi, Ratnapura, Ampara, Nuwareliya, Mullaitivu and 
Kalutara. Dry rations are distributed by the Divisional Secretariat to affected families. Some affected 
people are living with friends and relatives. Meanwhile, Meteorological Department Meteorologist Meril 
Mendis said rain can be expected in the next 24 hours in the Western and South coastal lines in certain 
areas. In the evening, thunder showers can be expected in many parts of the country. However, he said the 
weather will clear by tomorrow.  

Gale displaced rises to 66,760  
 
Source: - Daily News, Colombo 
Date: - 29 November 2011  

The number of families and persons affected by the heavy rains and wind has increased, the Disaster 
Management Centre (DMC) reported yesterday. The number of affected families has increased by around 
3, 608 and the number of affected persons has increased by 12,987. A total of 66, 760 persons belonging 
to 16,945 families have been affected by rain, wind and floods during the past few days, the report said. 
According to the DMC report, 1,705 persons belonging to 424 families have been displaced and relocated 
in camps. Twenty two deaths and 41 injured persons have also been reported while the number of missing 
persons is 19. Around 746 houses were fully damaged and 6,457 were partially damaged due to the 
cyclonic winds. Around 13,755 persons have been affected in the Matara district. These persons belong to 
2,755 families and are from Weligama, Matara, Welipitiya, Devinuwara, Thihagoda, Malimbada, 
Akuressa and other divisional secretariat divisions in the Matara district. Around 5,981 persons from 
1,540 families in the Jaffna district have been affected. Around 550 persons belonging to 155 families 
were displaced and relocated. Seven camps have been established and three among them are in the Jaffna 
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district. Others are in Nuwara-Eliya,Badulla and Kilinochchi districts. Eighteen thousand three hundred 
and seventy four persons belonging to 4875 families in the Ampara district have been affected by floods. 
There is no serious damage physical resources, one house was damaged and 10 have been partly damaged 
due to the winds. Around 11,863 persons belonging to 3,184 families in the Galle district, 11,181 persons 
belonging to 3,263 families in the Batticaloa district, 3,274 persons (504 families) in Kilinochchi, 1,944 
persons (499 families) in Mullaitivu, 347 persons (81 families) in Badulla and Nuwara-Eliya districts and 
21 persons (six families) have also been affected by rains, floods and wind in the last four days, the DMC 
reported. The Navy had deployed two vessels and one gun boat to recover bodies in last Friday’s Gale. 
They are continuing with their mission to find bodies of missing fishermen and others, Navy Spokesman 
Commander Kosala Warnakulasuriya told the Daily News, yesterday. Rains will continue in the Western 
and Southern provinces and thunder showers will also develop at several places, the Meteorology 
Department said yesterday.  

Disasters: Death toll rises to 22 
 
Source: - The Island, Colombo 
Date: - 29 November 2011  
 
The number of people who died in natural disasters during the past few days has risen to 22, according to 
the Disaster Management Centre (DMC).The number of missing persons has come down to19 per from 
43.The worst affected districts are Matara, Galle and Ampara, while the authorities confirmed continual 
rains in the districts of Batticaloa, Moneragala, Anuradhapura, Hambantota, Badulla, Mullativu, Kalutara 
and Colombo apart from Galle, Matara, Ampara, Jaffna, Nuwara-Eliya and several other areas. 
 
 
 


