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WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS

Afghanistan

Snowfall disconnects Balkhab from Sar-i-Pul city

Source: Pajhwork Afghan News (PAN)
Date: 16 November 2011

Heavy snowfall has blocked a road connecting the
Balkhab district to the provincial capital of naeth Sar-
i-Pul province over the past one week, residentd an
officials said on yesterday. Mohammad Reza, a easid
of Balkhab district, said two metres of snow was
measured in the area. Over the past one week, rdrcha
owners in the district could not transport theioguce to
the provincial capital, Sar-i-Pul city, for saleedto the
road blockade, he said.Shopkeeper Javed said the
situation badly affected his business. The Balktiiatyict
chief said people could face with a severe shortage
food items if the road remained blocked. AbdullafsAri
said the blockade sent the prices of daily-use
commodities soaring.

The rate of a 15-kilogram sack of flour jumped fr&@0 afghanis ($18.5) to 1,400 afghanis ($ 28.8), a
kilogram of liquefied gas is being sold for 100tzgis ($ 2.06) against its previous rate of 40 afig ($
0.82542), he said. Provincial Natural Disaster Mpmaent Department Director Sayed Faizullah Sadat
said the unusual and early snowfall left them dsepk However, he said the road clearing works doul
soon be launched.

EC Funds €1.5minfor Drought Victims

Source: Daily Outlook Afghanistan, BRUSELS
Date: 22 November 2011

The European Commission (EC) is releasing new fupdif €1.5 million to provide food assistance for
around 72,000 victims of the drought in northerigl#dnistan. This brings the Commission's humanitaria
response to this crisis to €4.5 million. "The drbuig taking a heavy toll in northern Afghanistarhere
the affected communities are already weakened @uweriflict, insecurity and under-development. Close
to three million people are already suffering doighe drought and we fear the crisis will worsefole
the 2012 harvest.



This is why the European Commission is boostingelief operation to the Afghans who are at theswor
risk," said Kristalina Georgieva, the European Cassioner responsible for International Cooperation,
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response.In line withfood assistance policy, the European Commission’
humanitarian aid will be channeled through casmmsfiers (unconditional or through cash-for-work
schemes) so that the most vulnerable householdaldeeto buy food and other necessities from local
markets. The funding will be channeled throughhtbmanitarian partners of the Commission. ECHO will
continue to monitor the situation to see if thesdurther need for additional assistance. The Eraop
Commission has been closely monitoring the droirgpact since June 2011. Humanitarian experts from
the Commission conducted two assessment missiotieifield and participated in an Emergency Food
Security Assessment, led by the World Food Progrman k s to the data collected by its experts, the
Commission ensures a well-targeted and effectigisaresponse.

EU development assistance

Between 2002- 2010 the European Commission comanitb®re than €2 billion in assistance to
Afghanistan, including €345.2 million in humanitami assistance. Priority areas for the EU cooperatio
with Afghanistan include agriculture, governanceglth and regional cooperation.

Agriculture

On medium and long-term development assistance attadability of water for irrigation is a key
constraint for the development of agriculture ingiAdnistan (a dry country subject to drought where
rainfall in winter, not during the crop season)nc® 2004, the EU has been working on enhancing the
sustainable development of the Panj-Amu river bé&spresenting 40% of the Afghan water resource).
The EU also supports animal health including tecdinand institutional assistance to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock. In additioThe EU also provides support via UN's Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) to improve the prativity of major staple crops and ensure greatedfo
security.

Background

Limited snow and rainfall during the winter andisgrof 2011 has led to a serious drought in thehor
north-east and west of Afghanistan, affecting ado@r8 million people. Afghanistan is prone to natur
disasters, which exacerbate the vulnerability pbpulation already greatly weakened by civil war.f&

this year the European Commission has funded an€B®n humanitarian aid package for assistance to
conflict and disaster-affected communities in Afigiséan, including support to those returning hogte.
million of this support has been earmarked for fasdistance. The European Commission has been
involved in humanitarian work in Afghanistan sint892. In the last decade, the Commission has
provided more than €483 million to meet the basieds of the Afghan population.

Bangladesh -

Date with disasters-Struck by cyclone Aila after Sir, country braces for the next

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 15 November 2011

Amid increasing threats of climate change, Banglhdeday observes the fourth anniversary of cyclone
Sidr, one of the worst natural calamities the couhas experienced since its birth in 1971. Thisryhe
day is being commemorated with special significaridee Climate Vulnerable Forum concluded its two-
day conference in Dhaka yesterday ahead of theablimate conference in Durban, South Africa, on
November 28.



Bangladesh went through a nightmare on Novem
15, 2007 with the storm ripping through tk A\ S
country's south-western region at a wind speed , I _,

223 kilometres per hour (kmph), the highest sin ' Wy
the 1991 hurricane that had a wind speed of - |
kmph.The cyclone claimed around 4,000 lives a [
affected about 8.5 million people. Around 1
million livestock were destroyed and standing cro
on 2.4 million acres of land were damaged. T
overall economic loss caused by the cyclone v
estimated at $1.7 billion, according to statistis
Oxfam Bangladesh, an international charity group

A ravaged Dublar Char in the Sundarbans after cycloe Sidr

hit the country on this day in 2007. Bangladesh isubjected to

increasing frequency of natural calamities as a rest of
climate change. Photo: File Phot

In less than two years, another cyclone, Aila,thi same region, causing almost similar sufferitogs
people. Crops were damaged, embankments destregsdareas of land succumbed to salinity, people
remained homeless -- features that are likely tsamas global warming continues to increase thdlge
effects of natural disasters, including a riseda kevels. Bangladesh's south-western region renaithe
forefront of the vulnerable regions of the worlcheTsituation gets worse when the authorities -h bot
national and international -- fail to agree on iogttcarbon emission and mobilising funds to set up
appropriate structures to permanently protect gebpin the onslaughts of disasters, and cannotlaleve
crop varieties suiting the extreme weather or sadimil conditions. “After the disaster, everyonshed in
with emergency aid. But the authorities are not iogmahead with real help to ensure a sustainable
solution,” said Swapan Guha, executive directoRopantor, an NGO working in the coastal zone.There
are only a few cyclone shelters compared to theiregpent. Neither the donors nor the government is
eager to build houses, which can protect coastaplpefrom tidal surges, he noted. “We've seen that
embankments were repaired, though late after Bila.these can get damaged any time. There has been
no effort so far to build stronger and higher enkmaents that can prevent tidal surges,” mentioned
Swapan. He called for an assessment of all effoetde toward creating a disaster-free mechanisnt; pos
Sidr and post-Aila, with a view to doing work nesa&y to ensure a sustainable solution aimed at
minimising the impact of such calamities.

Fire destroys 400 shanties

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 18 November 2011

parently overwhelme
incident, is seen trying to salvage her half-burnedlothes at
Chan Mia Housing slum yesterday. A fire at the slumin
Mohammadpur area of the capital gutted,inset,400 shanties
yesterday afternoon. Photo: Amran Hossain




Around 400 shanties, accommodated in 13 makeshifsds, of the Bat-tala slum in Katasur area of
Mohammadpur burned into ashes in a devastating yesterday. No casualty was reported.On
information, fire fighters reached the spot, bt Javhen there was nothing left in the makeshifides --
made of tin, wood and bamboo -- to save. Originaredind 12:30pm in a shanty, the fire spread quickl
to the adjacent houses. Nine fire units douseditharound 4:10pm, said the fire fighters, addinat the

fire cars could not reach promptly because of treaw lanes. They had to collect water from a ngarb
pond at one point as they were out of water. Algaker, manager of a house where 38 families resided
told The Daily Star that all the 13 houses in thanswere completely destroyed and portions of three
nearby buildings were damaged in the fire. Dwelldesm that criminals lit the fire because of aden
standing feud over the ownership of a piece of lamile fire fighters suspect a gas leakage ortshor
circuit.On the delay, Fire Service Deputy Direc{®haka unit) Sheikh Mohammad Mizanur Rahman
said, “We tried four routes to reach the spot bseaof narrow lanes, but failed. Then we took the
hosepipes to the spot to douse the fire.” He a#bIsad the firemen delayed more, the buildingaceaiijt

to the slum would have caught fire too. The twad #ree-storey tin-shed houses were constructes on
ditch. Fire fighters said they found gas connedionmost of the shanties on fire. A house helpifNas
Begum said she left her three children at homenfark. “One of the neighbours saved my children from
the fire. But all my possessions are burnt inteeashshe said. “Now | have nothing. Don't know wehty

go with my children and how to survive,” Nasima veaen crying on the ashes of her ruined house. Many
other dwellers, like Nasima, were either speechdess tears thinking about the uncertain daysaime.

Food Poisoning- 2 women die in Khulna

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 19 November 2011

Two women in Khulnha city died on Thursday (17/11/2D night from food poisoning allegedly after
having snacks at a food shop. Nilufar Yasmin R@8a.and her younger sister Rukaiya Zaman Mukta, 28,
died at Khulna Medical College Hospital (KMCH), hsuafter they were admitted.Emergency Medical
Officer Gautam Kumar Mukherjee told The Daily Sthat Rupa died at 10:00pm while Mukta at
11:00pm after profuse by vomiting. Both reportedhd taken snacks and energy drinks from a bakery
shop in Sonadanga residential area in the city.bidukes were taken to Mongla for burial after astep

at the KMCH morgue. A general diary was filed yedéy with Sonadanga Police Station. Rupa's husband
Md Jashimuddin, Mongla correspondent of Bengaliydaestiny and Baishakhi TV, said the two sisters
had taken foods from a bakery shop around 7:30prh@ntwo children were also with them. Neither of
the family members nor the police could identifg #hop till filing of the report at 7:00pm.

Chittagong fires cause Tk 22 lakh damage

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 20 November 2011

Valuables worth around Tk 22 lakh inside twentypshand six houses were gutted in two separateifires
Chittagong yesterday. The first fire originatednfran oven inside a house at Pantah Chilla Bazarddre
Sitakunda upazila around 12:20am and spread taljanent house and 20 shops, gutting valuables worth
Tk 20 lakh. It took three hours for two units frafamira fire station to douse the fire, said Agraliiae
station sources.The second fire originated fromelaatric short circuit inside a house at BuchiraPar
village of Satkania upazila around 1:15pm and sptedhree adjacent houses, gutting valuables widtth

2 lakh. It took one hour for two units of Satkafifa station to douse the fire, the sources added.

Tremor jolts capital

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 21 November 2011



A moderate tremor measuring 5.9 on the RichtereSgdled the capital and its adjacent areas Monday
(today) morning. There was no immediate report aihdges or casualties.The epicentre of the tremor
which was felt at 9:15:41am was 468 kilometreshreast of the Agargaon seismic centre somewhere in
Myanmar, an official of Bangladesh Meteorologicadartment said.

Awareness of disaster management stressed

Source: The Independent, Staff Correspondent
Date: 21 November 2011

Speakers at a workshop on “Disaster Risk Mitigationl Reduction” on Sunday stressed the need for
public awareness and modernised training to proliéet livelihood and resources of millions of
vulnerable people across the country. It will notycssave vulnerable people exposed to natural @isas

in various forms but also pave the way for sustaimdevelopment of Bangladesh. They also saidthieat
south-western coastal belt of Bangladesh is orileeomost disaster prone zones in the world wherenst
cyclone, tidal surge, drought, river erosion anderogging are now common. Due to climate chamhge t
frequency and intensity of disasters are increadimgaten lives and livelihoods. Referring thadrQin
November 15, 2007 and Aila on May 25, 2009 battétkedina, Bagerhat, Satkhira, Barguna, Patuakhali,
Jhalakati, Pirojpur, Noakhali, Bhola, ChittagongyxBazar districts.They also elaborated the adverse
impacts of climate changes on the habitationsJilieds, environment, irrigation, navigation, eapo
biodiversity, weather and underground water levEley expressed these opinions while speaking at a
day-long workshop on “Emergency 2007 cyclone reppvand restoration project (ECRRP) Sub
component-DI. Disaster risk mitigation and reductitield at the conference room of Khulna Circuit
House. Disaster Management Bureau organised the&shap with the help of Khulna District
Administration. Khulna divisional commissioner Mdakhiur Rahman was present as chief guest at the
opening session and formally opened the workshquiye Commissioner of Khulna Md Zamsher
Ahammad Khandaker presided over the function. Dareof Disaster Management Bureau Md Dildar
Ahmed presented the key-note papers. Members a$tdismanagement committee, concerned divisional
officials and local journalists were participamgtie workshop.

Post-disaster city plan stressed

Source: The Daily Star, Staff Correspondent
Date: 22 November 2011

Speakers at a seminar yesterday stressed the heedisaster risk management master plan to bring
down the adverse effects of disasters in the dgngepulated Dhaka city. Being a fundamental
requirement, the plan requires a link between ftisaster risk management and the city's physical and
urban development strategies, said Rajdhani Unn#&gatripakkha Chairman Nurul Huda.The seminar
titled “Rationale, process and elements of a disastk management master plan for Dhaka” wasljoint
organised by Institute of Engineers, BangladesB)l&d Bangladesh Earthquake Society (BES) at IEB
seminar room in the city. Huda, also the IEB prestdsaid disaster management is a multi-disciplina
and multi-stakeholder platform where various orgational groups are involved. The plan needs to
arrange a comprehensive chain of action for authamd stakeholders and cover clear strategies and
priorities of risk reduction, response and recoyéy said. He said the plan should also includehall

5



requirements and basic needs of risk mitigatioin wibper implementation tools and regulations.Ghgir
the seminar, BES President Prof Jamilur Reza Chavydsaid progress in preparing to deal with post-
earthquake situation was slow. Though the goverhrakaady purchased some equipment and trained
volunteers to face such situations, the plan isenity needed, he said.Earthquake and Megacities
Initiative, USA Chairman Dr Fouad Bendimerad présdra keynote paper at the seminar.

Bhutan =+~

As Glaciers Melt, Bhutan Faces Risk of 'Mountain Tanamis'

Source: Bhutan Observer
Date: 16 November 2011

(THIMPU) — The Kingdom of Bhutan, tucked betweenimand China in the foothills of the Himalaya
mountain range, is paying the price for global stdalization. To the north of the country, a chain
Himalayan glaciers is rapidly retreating — by betwe20 m and 30 m per year. Experts blame climate
change and predict that by 2035, the glaciers cbaldione altogether. Water flows from these melting
glaciers until it breaks the natural ice dams th@d it in place. That, in turn, can result in deteding
floods like the one that occurred in 1994, wheoraent of mud killed dozens of people in Bhutan and
wiped out entire villages. Western scientists ttah phenomenon a glacial-lake-outburst flood, bOG.
With 24 of its 2,674 glacial lakes considered ublgtaBhutan is preparing in the coming years farev
deadlier "mountain tsunamis,"” as the phenomenaoiisetimes referred to. Bhutan is one of the first
countries in the world to make GLOF prevention &amal priority. In 2005, the government received
environmental-protection funds financed in parttbg U.N. Development Programme. The money was
earmarked in part to help Bhutan drain water frohorthormi Glacial Lake and reinforce its natural
dams. But at that high altitude, the work is diffic dangerous and ultimately costly. The air is thin

for helicopters to be of much use. Instead, a gfugome 350 residents had to hike 10 days in daler
set up a base camp at 5,000-m elevation. From,thehenteer students, retired soldiers and tracltily
clothed villagers work knee-deep in glacial watging the few tools they have to try to open ardrai
canal and build stone walls to reinforce the |ldkeery year their efforts are interrupted by thevairof
winter. "Thanks to satellite imagery, it's possilite identify the most dangerous glaciers. But it's
impossible to say when or where a catastrophe haiipen,” says Pradeep Mool, an engineer with the
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Depetent, based in Kathmandu, Nepal. Researchers take
various factors into account when assessing GLOE tbpography, the likelihood of avalanches that
could cause a lake to overflow, how solid a glatalie's natural dikes are and the volume of wadter t
lake contains. The causes of glacial floods aréwuarand difficult to evaluate. And at high altigydn
extreme-climate conditions, collecting such infotima can be extremely dangerous. Dowchu Dukpa, an
engineer with Bhutan's Ministry of the Environmerdgalls how scientists struggled to measure water
levels on Thorthormi Lake. "The winds were extrgmsirong and almost capsized [the researchers’]
boat," he says. Authorities have identified certagh-risk zones and, in an effort to save liveshjbited
construction in those areas. They now plan to petiu electronic alert system. Sensors placed in the
glacial lakes will keep track of water levels. lietlevel quickly drops, a message will be relayg&MS

so that residents — alerted via cell phones — kwitiw to seek shelter.

Water Woes for 750 Million?

Although these "tsunamis from above" may be thetrimomediate danger, they are not the only threat
facing the people of Bhutan. As the Himalayan gexidisappear, so too will the rivers on which the
kingdom depends. Water, after all, is the countnost precious resource. Bhutan depends on itigaie

its fields, which support thousands of farmers, emfeed its hydroelectric plants, which generdieua
40% of the country's wealth each year. Water Bhuatanwhat oil is to Kuwait. Decreasing water levels
in the rivers will also have an impact on countri@agher downstream, potentially affecting the emnti
region. Members of the Intergovernmental Panel tim&e Change calculate that the melting of the
Himalayan glaciers will cause water supply probléaissome 750 million people. Even though Bhutan is
hardly responsible for climate change, it nevedbel wants to be a world leader in sustainable
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development. Thanks to the forests that cover 82%s derritory, it is one of the few countries time
planet to absorb more greenhouse gasses that is.eWritten into the constitution, in fact, is a
commitment to keep at least 60% of its territoryefted. Says Ugyen Tshewang, who directs Bhutan's
national environmental commission: "We're threatiehg the melting glaciers, yet we cannot exert any
pressure on the industrialized countries."

Student killed in accident

Source: Bhutan Observer
Date: 16 November 2011

A seven-year-old boy has been killed on the spagntine tractor he was hitching a ride in fell dfét
road at Begana in Thimphu. The accident took ptac&londay when the driver was trying to reverse the
tractor after loading it with cement. The accideas been attributed to break failure. The deceased,
student of Khuzhuchen Middle Secondary School, evalkis way to school.

Tackling climate change in tandem

Source: Kunsel News, Thimphu
Date: 21 November 2011

The Prime Minister presided over the Bhutan climatmmit where
a regional framework of cooperation was agreed upon

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal sign a deciaredf consensus at
Bhutan climate summBummit Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal
have agreed on a ‘framework of cooperation’, anthechanism to
address several issues related to climate changehen region.
Environment ministers of three countries and theretary of the
ministry of environment and forests from India ggna declaration at
the Bhutan summit in Thimphu on November 19 to evate in food,
water, energy and biodiversity. The framework agrea a 10-year
adaptation plan to improve and sustain food pradoctthrough
establishing mechanism for sharing information imitthe member
states. Activities under this objective are an exge of information on
trans-boundary pest and diseases, including weesstdck and fish. It
also ensures promoting natural resource conservididood security.

It also calls for promoting equitable access fttisation of nutritious food for vulnerable commtias,

and devising mechanisms for transfer and sharirgl parvest technologies-processing, handling and
storage. The framework also ensures developingatiopin for exchange of researchers and scientists,
students, food and agriculture and farming comnemi®n water, the framework calls for good prastice
and appropriate technologies in the region to imprevater use efficiency, promoting traditional wate
conservation techniques, coupled with modern methedhancing ecosystem management practice and
networking of national centres of learning for azpabuilding. On energy, the framework agrees to
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enhance access to affordable and reliable enemyjcae for all through cleaner energy resources and
technologies. Activities under this objective am®rpoting diversification in supply and use of clean
energy resources, and promoting diversificatiorenérgy mix in end-use services including transport
sector. It will also explore opportunities and iropaf regional connectivity for electricity and oedl gas.

On enhancing energy efficiency, activities outlinaek foster collaborating to develop institutios t
promote efficient use of energy, promoting effitiese of energy and building regional human resourc
capacity for energy efficiency improvement. On Iedsity, the framework identifies several actiog]
listed are identifying potential community conseiwa areas to ensure regional connectivity, idgintd
corridor bottlenecks and prioritising actions fomilementating and establishing a network of gemd«ha
Ensuring sustainable use of biodiversity for poveatleviation and income generation is another
objective, and promoting value addition technolsgi@d promoting alternative technologies for effiti
utilisation of biological resources are some ofdlegvities. The executive secretary of the Bhudiamate
secretariat, Tashi Jamtsho, said an implementatiechanism for the framework will take care of all
objectives. “To implement all nodal agencies nortedaby each partner country should design a project
and put a proposal in a coordination meeting,” Tdaimtsho said. The first meeting of the coordorati
group will be held in Thimphu within a year fronetday of the signing. The implementation mechanism
provides a backbone to which a project to addréssate change should be designed in line with the
framework. The coordination group will consider posals put forward by partner countries including
their financing proposals say the framework. Therdmation will approve the projects and their fingd
proposals by consensus. It also says that resoantkexpertise for the implementation of the frameuw

of cooperation should be preferably found withie gub-region. The main issue with adaptation be it
globally or at regional level today is the shortagdunding. But convenor of Bhutan climate seariata
Ngawang Norbu, at a press conference after thedgin said, the members states will try to manage
the fund within the region. “If it isn’t possibleie may have to look for international donors,” b&lsThe
framework was aimed at bringing regional effortsyteld more benefits as the member nations share
common geographic concerns and boundaries.

Man killed in Bjumja accident

Source: Bhutan Broadcasting Service, Thimphu
Date: 21 November 2011

A 28-year-old man has been killed on the spot wthertruck he was driving plunged 500 feet below the
road at Bjumja, three kilometers from Gaeddu pofitaion.The accident occurred yesterday afternoon.
Police attributed the accident to negligent drivifibe deceased was from Khaling in Trashigang.

4 Himalayan nations agree to work together to helgach other adapt to climate change

Source: Associated Press (AP)
Date: 20 November 2011

Four Himalayan nations facing the threat of weatiemges have agreed to collaborate on ways td adap
to climate change after a two-day summit in Bhutadia, Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan were part of
the Climate Summit for a Living Himalayas held ihtBan’s capital Thimphu on Saturday. They agreed
to cooperate on energy, water, food and biodiweisgues. “The success of our initiative will natyo
have direct and immediate benefits for our own pedput we could be setting a worthy precedent for
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other countries that share similar conditions,” 8ims Prime Minister Lyonchhoen Jigmi Y. Thinleyicsa
according to a press statement released late Sgturd

Pakistan, China and Afghanistan were absent frenstimmit but organizers downplayed that, saying tha
the summit was focused on securing ecosystemsngadad species,and food and water sources for only
the Himalayas’ eastern part. The summit calledafdron amid the international community’s inability
agree on limiting greenhouse gas emissions blamedlébal climate change. The next round of U.N.
climate talks begin in Durban, South Africa Nov, B8t the expectations of any breakthrough these ar
limited.As part of the declaration the four natioagreed to work together to increase access to
“affordable and reliable” clean energy resourced tathnology through a regional knowledge sharing
mechanism, a press statement from the World WédHfind said. The draft of the declaration was not
immediately available Sunday. The most contentjmars of the talks dealt with water security, acaogd

to the WWF release, but the four nations did ageework together on ecosystem and disaster
management, sharing their knowledge in water u$eiexicy.Regional tensions have long prevented
Himalayan cooperation, including basic researcthéworld’s largest block of glaciers outside tludap
regions, and accounting for 40 percent of the werfdesh water. There was also consensus on food
security and securing livelihoods and the deal oway to adapt and improve food production ang hel
vulnerable communities get better access to nuiistfood. “These kinds of regional initiatives eeally
needed,” said Liisa Rohweder, CEO of WWF Finlaraiag the summit was a good lead to follow for
the Durban meeting.

India
50 more mandals may be declared drought-hit

Source: The Hindu
Date: 15 November 2011

Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh: Even as steps are takeg to declare 50 more mandals in the State as
drought-hit, the government has designated Joitie€ors “drought officers” to solve all the probis
arising out of the deficit rainfall and dry speliwenty-three of these mandals, for which a formal
declaration is being made in two days, are in Mababgar district, 11 in Ranga Reddy, nine in Nellor
and seven in East Godavari. With this, the totahber of mandals declared as drought-affected eélth
605, accounting for more than a half of the St&taef Minister N. Kiran Kumar Reddy, who reviewed
the situation here on Monday, asked special ofiterdeal with disaster management, make fieldsvisi
and send reports, indicating requirements agaiastagied crops, fodder and drinking water. A report
would be submitted to the Centre shortly seekingistence. He instructed Chief Secretary Pankaj
Dwivedi to make efforts to get Rs. 200 crore foinkiing water as promised recently by Union Rural
Development Minister Jairam Ramesh. Revenue Minidle Raghuveera Reddy interacted with
Collectors over a video-conference, sought opemihgontrol rooms at Collector, Mandal Revenue
Officer, Agriculture Joint Director/ Assistant Dater levels to attend to distress calls from famsmand
others. Noting that the enumeration of the damamgegs was affected by the ‘Rachabanda’, he gave one
week time to complete this work.

Fire in train

Source: The Hindu
Date: 15 November 2011

Chennai, Tamil Nadu: A fire broke out in a trainrked at the Pattabiram military siding in Avadi on
Sunday night. A coach was gutted, but no one wased. A senior Southern Railway official said the
incident took place at 10.15 p.m. Fire personnednfithe Avadi station were called in and joined-fire
fighting efforts led by the Commandant Ordnance @gpvadi. According to a press note, it is assumed



that some personnel on board were trying to cowmleal in the compartment as there was no pantrincar
the train.

Health Minister's removal sought over malaria deatfs
Source: The Hindu
Date: 16 November 2011

With the malaria situation in Madhya Pradesh reagha critical level as the death toll increasing
consistently every day, the BJP government has blenmed by the Opposition parties for its alleged
failure to contain the epidemic-like situation ath@y have demanded removal of State Health Minister
Narottam Mishra. Mr. Mishra had incidentally toléedia persons last week that he was not fully awére
the situation. While the exact state-wide deathisahot clear, tribal areas are largely bearirg bhunt of

the disease. According to reports, 35 deaths haea beported from the tribal-dominated, malnutnitio
affected Sidhi district alone, which has emergedhashub of the malaria epidemic during the last tw
weeks. After five more deaths were reported lastkywéeader of the Opposition in the State Assembly
and Congress MLA Ajay Singh stageddharna (demonstration) before the Sidhi district colleate.
Chauphal Pawaya and surrounding villages like Kythave seen over 17 deaths including those of
several children. The villages, just 16 km from ttistrict headquarters, have exposed the State
government's weakness in ensuring health coverag&ral areas. Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chauhan
visited the affected villages on November 10 anfitrefl cash assistance of Rs. 10,000 each to the
families of the deceased. Notices have been refipreerved to Sidhi's District Collector and Chief
Medical Health Officer for not alerting the authi@$s even after over three dozen people succuntbed t
malaria within 20-25 km of the district headquastsince October. The Congress has demanded that Mr.
Mishra be sacked. The Communist Party of India(l4dhas also taken up the issue, claiming that ove
80 deaths have occurred in and around Sidhi distiting information gathered by the party's fact-
finding team. “The situation is alarming and that8tgovernment has proved ineffective in containing
The Health Minister should be sacked and so shbalthe ineffective health officials and Collectdr o
Sidhi district,” said CPI(M) state general secrgtdadal Saroj.

* Not fully aware of the malaria situation: HealtiMinister Narottam Mishra
* 35 deaths reported from tribal-dominated Sidhistlict alone

Flood-hit Tirupur school kids given study materials

Source: The Hindu
Date: 16 November 2011

Tirupur: Around 2,000 children, who lost their soh&its in the recent flash floods in the city? wer
compensated with study materials, here on TueshiyAs M.S.M.Anandan (Tirupur North) and K.
Thangavel (Tirupur South) handed over the notebogksmetry boxes, bags and other learning aids,
contributed by the managements of private schdolshe education department officials, who in turn,
distributed it to the beneficiaries. During the digly. Thangavel also handed over relief materialsaded

by philanthropists to 150 families in various flebid colonies. Each of the family received two p&g

rice and blankets, among other materials. Meanwfrigsh enumeration conducted in the flood-hit area
had pegged the number of houses/huts that suftiaethges in the recent flash floods in River Noyyal
and its tributaries at 4,138. Preliminary estimdiad projected the number of devastated dwellinigs a
4,011. Official sources said that of the 4,138ied#, as many as 154 dwellings collapsed. A relbgse
District Public Relations Officer A. Umaapathy st@that a total of 1,853 families from flood-hitféies
were given the relief package containing 10 kg,riee 1,000 in cash, a dhoti, a sari and one lifre o
kerosene.

Solatium
A solatium of Rs.2 lakh had been disbursed to tiheok nine persons who died in rain/floods in the

district which include seven persons from Tirupod ance each from Kangeyam and Palladam.
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Gurgaon: Eight killed in accident
Source: Hindustan Times
Date: 16 November 2011

Gurgaon: Eight people were killed and many othepsréd when two trucks collided on the Delhi-Jaipur
highway, police said. The accident took place ad@utm from Gurgaon.

9 killed, seven injured in Himachal road accidents

Source: newonair
Date: 17 November 2011

In Kinnaur district of Himachal Pradesh, nine peopkre killed and seven other injured in three ispa
road accidents in the last 24 hours. Accordingftigial sources, in the first accident, a vehickrging a
marriage party, fell into a gorge at Gramag on @agsnight leaving four persons dead and five others
injured. The second road accident took place onnd&sadly afternoon when a vehicle fell down into a
deep gorge at Gorkha colony of Wangtu area, kilfimg people on the spot. In the third accidentp tw
persons were injured when a boulder fell on a Veluo Tapri -Rekong Peo road near Shongthong.

Seven persons killed in separate road accidents Kurnool district

Source: The Hindu
Date: 17 November 2011

Seven persons were killed in separate road acsideriKurnool district on Wednesday. Three persons
were killed on the spot and 10 others were senouglred when the tractor in which they were titing
collided with a lorry at M. Chintakunta near Nankbly@he mishap occurred when a group of farm
labourers were returning in the tractor after worka seed cotton field at Sivaramapuram. In another
accident near Maddikera, four persons were Killedl six others were injured when an autorickshaw and
a truck collided. The autorickshaw was on its waysuntakal while the lorry was coming in the opp®si
direction.

Bihar seeks centre’s help in tackling Japanese Enphalitis

Source: newsonair
Date: 18 November 2011

The Bihar government has sought Centre's helpghtifig Japanese Encephalitis which has taken a
virulent form in Gaya and adjoining districts. TBete Health Minister Ashwani Kumar Choubey told
AIR that the Bihar Government has written a lettethe Centre in this regard. He said, unlesshallkids

in the district are vaccinated, it will be veryfditilt to control the spread of Japanese Encepbahr.
Choubey said though Japanese Encephalitis vacmmh#id been made a part of routine immunization in
Gaya, Its coverage in the district is very pooiR/ARatna Correspondent reports that 386 cases afidsg
Encephalitis have been reported from differentgaft Gaya in the last six months. Of them, 85 have
succumbed to their injuries, while 28 fresh casegetbeen admitted in different hospitals. Two-ttwee
new patients are admitting in local hospitals evday. Encephalitis is an acute inflammation of lihain
resulting either from a viral infection or when thedy's own immune system mistakenly attacks brain
tissue. The children reported high fever, followbyg bouts of unconsciousness and convulsions.
Meanwhile the Patna High Court has asked the gtaternment to submit a detailed report on measures
taken to control encephalitis cases. The Bihar gowent has to file its reply within two weeks.

Focus on climate change
Source: The Hindu

Date: 18 November 2011
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Thiruvananthapuram: The 24th Kerala Science Cosgiede held from January 29 to 31 at the Rubber
Research Institute of India, Kottayam, will focus the impact of climate change on plantation cras
spices. The meet will be held under the auspiceseoKerala State Council for Science, Technolagy a
Environment and the Rubber Board The main discussith be on the changes brought about by global
warming. A compendium of papers on research achiewts in the field will be published. Those
desirous of presenting papers should register @ndtong with the extended abstract of the papersyr
before November 30. Visit www.ksc. kerala.gov.in details.

Two more kids die of encephalitis in Bihar, toll 85
Source: http://in.news.yahoo.com
Date: 18 November 2011

Patna, Nov 17 (IANS) Suspected encephalitis, wiiahses irritation and swelling of the brain, has
claimed the lives of 85 children in Bihar's Gayatdct in the last two-and-a-half months, with twore
succumbing to the disease Thursday, an official. sdiwo more children died on Thursday,' an officia
said. The children reported high fever, followeddmyts of unconsciousness and convulsions. Motsteof
children belong to poor families. The first encdjilsarelated death in the district this year wapaorted
Aug 23. All the children died at Anugrah Narayandddh Medical College and Hospital (ANMCH) in
Gaya, about 100 km from Patna, said district heaffitials. Hospital paediatrics head A.K. Ravidol
IANS on the telephone that till date, 85 childreaddhdied due to the disease. About 386 children with
suspected encephalitis were admitted for treatnidiost of the children are from rural areas of Gayd
neighbouring districts. Over two dozen children sti# battling for their lives,' he said. Encepitialis an
acute inflammation of the brain resulting eithesnfr a viral infection or when the body's own immune
system mistakenly attacks the brain tissue. Bitealth Minister Ashwini Kumar Choubey told IANS that
the government had alerted health officials to mlevnedical treatment to all the affected and teta
measures to check the spread of the disease. AN&MGHperintendent Sitaram Prasad said the
government had employed several medical teamsrizatdhe disease. 'We are doing our best to tedt
save the children,’ he said. A district adminigbratofficial said that suspected encephalitis earfiit
Gaya in 2009, 2007 and 2005 and killed dozens dfirem. Two months ago, 55 children died in
Muzaffarpur district but the state government istgeconfirm these as encephalitis deaths. Two hwont
ago, union Health and Family Welfare Minister Gimul&labi Azad informed the Rajya Sabha that data
suggested that it was an outbreak of acute endéphaindrome, resulting in 150 cases and 55 deaths
mostly among children. In a written reply, the mster said these cases were reported from earlytdune
mid-July from Muzaffarpur and its bordering area®ihar.

5.9-magnitude earthquake jolts north-east India

Source: The Hindustan Times, Guwahati
Date: 21 November 2011

An earthquake measuring 5.9 on the Richter scalked India's northeast, Myanmar and Bangladesh
on Monday, triggering panic among people. The tremas felt at 8.47 am in most parts of Assam,
Nagaland, and Manipur, besides in Bangladesh andnkiar. The epicentre was located at
24.947°N,95.226°E in Myanmar, about 130 km easMahipur capital Imphal, the website of US
Geological Survey said. Seven northeastern stafessam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur - are consideredelgn®logists to be the sixth most earthquake-
prone belt in the world. The region experienced ohé¢he worst earthquakes, measuring 8.7 on the
Richter scale, in 1897, that claimed the lives wérol,600 people. In September, more than 50 people
died after a killer quake measuring 6.8 on the Richcale shook the region.

14 killed, over 40 injured in Delhi fire

Source: The Hindu, Delhi
Date: 21 November 2011
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At least 14 eunuchs were killed and over 7
others injured on Sunday evening when
major fire swept through an east Dell
community hall where a congregation of tt
community was taking place. The fire eruptt
at around 7 p.m on Sunday evening when 1
three-day all India sammelan of th
transgender community was about to conclus
police and fire brigade officals said. They sa
prima facie the reaon for the fire appear to b
short circuit in the kicthen area and that tl
fire spread from there. The tents erected on
grounds of the community hall wer
completely gutted and the entire premises wi
engulfed in flames. Fire brigade officials
the site said 12 bodies were pulled from t
gutted tents and two succumbed to their bt
injuries at the Guru Teg Bahadur hospital
Shahadra. They also said the mandatt
permission for holding the event was nc.
sought from the fire department.

Eunuchs react after a major fire broke out at iteeas a
congregation of transgender in the Nand Nagri afédew
Delhi on Sunday. Photo: Sushil Kumar Verma

As the fire spread, people ran helter-skelter $wagcfor a safe zone
but many got trapped in the fire and lost theie$ivpolice said. Locals
said they heard the huge cries of people and camnanal saw that the
entire community hall premises engulfed in flam€éke locals also
tried extricate trapped people till the police dind service personnel
came and began the rescue operations. The conigiregahich has
been going on for the past three days, had beguwaroaind 1 PM
today and the participants were dancing and enjpyire evening
when the fire took place. Today was the last dathefcongregation
spital authorities feared that the toll could gofugther because many
of the injured have suffered grievous burn injurieelhi government
tonight ordered a thorough probe into the firedeait.

Delhi Health Minister A K Walia said Deputy Commmser (Revenue) of East Delhi J P Sharma has
been asked to invesitage the incident and filedpsrt to the state government at the earliestrliNé800
eunuchs had gathered at the community hall focéhebrations. The fire brigade officials said theaue
operations began within ten minutes of the caleresd regarding the fire incident and it got ovéthin

one hour. They said most of the bodies were reeavigom near the gate, indicating that they wetlecei
trying to escape from the spot or trying to saveséhwho were trapped. The officials quoted the
organisers as saying that nearly 1000 people httegg for the function. Delhi Health Minister A K
Walia said the injured were being treated at varibaspitals and that the rescue operations were ove
After the incident, the rescued people were sert h@arby park. The eunuchs, apparently agitated, a
chased the media away from the venue saying thel deed their help. The people, who were rescued
from the site, also alleged that the authoritiesewet informing them about the number of peopladde
and injured in the incident. They also alleged thatauthorities were indulging in a “cover-up” ogt#on.
“We were rescued and brought outside the commuatitre but we don’'t know what has happened to
some of our friends who we think are still insi@®elice are not giving us the right information.hey are
even taking the bodies out from here through thek ldwor of the hall,” a person, who was rescuechfro
the site, said.

Kerala vulnerable to climate change

Source: The Hindu, Staff Correspondent
Date: 20 November 2011
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Experts participating in a programme organised H®y International Centre for Free and Open Source
Software here on Saturday underlined Kerala's vability to the long-term effects of climate
change.They called for increased use of ICTs (m&dion and Communication Technologies) in the
formulation of a strategy for monitoring, mitigatioand adaptation to climate change in the State. T
consultation also proposed an action plan for Kenasing ICTs as a policy instrument in macro-plagn
and technology formulation to tackle the impactlohate change in various sectors. The Centre &othE
Science Studies and the International Non-Govertaehe@ooperation Organization for Renewable
Energy were co-organisers of the programme. Déligethe inaugural address, V.N. Rajasekharan Pillai
executive vice-president, Kerala State CouncilSoience, Technology, and Environment, said ICTs had
emerged as one of the important considerationsitaming the effects of climate change at theometi
and international level.

Underwater quake in Lakshadweep Sea sparks concern

Source: The Hindu, Special Correspondent
Date: 19 November 2011

News reports of an underwater earthquake at a ddptf® km in the Lakshadweep Sea about 341 km
South South West of Colombo on Saturday eveningtedea ripple in the capital city. Authorities saia
tsunami warning was issued. The seismograph a¥itteorology Centre here and the one of the Centre
for Earth Science Studies (CESS) located at Peechirded the earthquake measuring 4.7 on the Richte
scale. The quake occurred at 10 minutes past ARewvenue Minister Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan said
there were no reports from anywhere in the statutatesidents experiencing the quake. However, he
said, the administration had been directed to rerakdrt. P.S.Biju, Director- in- charge, Met Cengegd

the India Meteorology Department (IMD) had not edwa warning following the low intensity quake.
“There have been at least seven quakes of the sdemsity over the course of the month. There is no
reason for alarm”. Dr.N.P.Kurien, Director, CES&lgatficials at the institute were alerted to theident
following a call from a citizen. “We checked up Wwibur seismology unit at Peechi and found it had
recorded the quake”. Dr.Kurien said the epicentes moughly 600 km south of Thiruvananthapuram.
Concerned citizens rang up disaster managememntotoabms and offices to inquire about any warning
issued in the wake of the quake. According to tiebsite of the US Geological Survey, the epicentre o
the quake was located 3.949 degrees latitude a®dF@egrees longitude.The Indian National Certre f
Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) at Hyderabaerleevised the magnitude of the underwater quake
to 5.2. A bulletin issued by the Indian TsunamiliE&Warning Centre at INCOIS at 4.18 pm said there
was no threat of a tsunami for India.Incois dire@o Sathish Shenoi told that the seabed whereulag&e

had occurred was not marked by a subduction zomezemectonic plates create periodic upheavalss “It
unusual for quakes to occur in such areas”. He B4RDIS had used computer models and water level
measurements to discount the possibility of a tsuna

Howrah-Dehradun Express catches fire; 7 dead

Source: The Indian Express, Giridih (Jharkhand)
Date: 22 November 2011
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At least seven persons, including children, werareld to death after fire broke out in two coacbks
Howrah-Dehradun Express in Jharkhand's Giriditridisin the early morning on Tuesday, officialsdsai
"Seven persons, including two children, were clthtoedeath after fire broke out in an AC coach dresh
spread to another AC coach," Railway Protectiorc&divisional Commandant Sashi Kumar said.The
fire, which broke out around 3 am in B-1 AC coacld dhen spread to spread to B-2 AC coach, was
spotted in the coach between Gomo and Nimiaghétayistations, he said.In New Delhi, Railway
spokesperson Anil Saxena confirmed that seven peopluding a five-year-old girl, have died. Dhadb
DRM and a railway medical team have reached the Siatering arrangements have been made for the
stranded passengers.

Swine flu virus transmitted fastest in Delhi

Source: The Times of India, New Delhi
Date: 22 November 2011

Transmission of the deadly HIN1 swine flu virus waesfastest in the national capital, while theation
was most fatal in Maharashtra. The first-of-itsekimnalysis to understand the transmission dynaaofics
the pandemic influenza that hit India has found tha doubling time (time span in which the numbgr
people infected doubled) was the lowest in Dell8%8days), and highest in Rajasthan (25.67 days).Th
doubling time was as low as 9.12 days in Tamil Nadd 9.24 days in Maharashtra, two of the states
worst-hit by the flu. When it comes to basic reprcttbn figures in a susceptible population, the ham

of secondary cases generated by one primary cadbi Opped the list with 1.52, followed by Tamil
Nadu (1.50) and Maharashtra (1.49). The corresponfigure for Kerala stood at 1.35, Haryana (1.33),
Karnataka (1.32) and Rajasthan (1.17). Delhi remdiithe highest number of H1N1infections in 2009-10
at 9,697 positive cases, followed by Maharashty28® and Rajasthan (3,380). However, when it comes
to case fatality proportion (CFP), the number afgle who die per 100 infected cases, Maharashtsea wa
way ahead with a CFP of 7.34, followed by Karnat@k88) and Rajasthan (5.86).Though Delhi recorded
higher number of cases and a higher percentagdeattions at 30.38%, its case fatality rate stao@. @8

per 100 cases. Tamil Nadu's case fatality ratethedowest at 0.34. This analysis by Dr Gani Stailsh
Raamappa, assistant professor at Karnataka Urtivensd his team, has been published by the journal
Current Science. "Some states show high rate efciiin, but low rates of fatality. That means the
government was effective in taking care of its atéel people admitted in the hospitals. The lower th
doubling time, the faster the rate of infectionaimy state,” Dr Raamappa said.Reacting to the sidy,
Randeep Guleria, professor and head of departnignilmonary medicine, said, "Weather is one of the
main causes why the virus spread so quickly in D&acause it gets quite cold in winter and hunmd i
summer, the virus managed to stay in the air lomger spread more. Another reason is overcrowding
since the city has a large number of urban slums.hale seen more cases in cities than in ruratarea
because of overcrowding.”" He added, "However, #iality rate was low because the awareness against
the virus and precautions to be taken were betggechinated among people and physicians. They
identified symptoms early, targeted the high risgups with early treatment with antibiotics thausad
lesser deaths even against higher infection rdte."fandemic 2009-10, known as the swine flu, was
caused by influenza virus A of type H1N1. Daily oejed time-series data for 2009-10 influenza indnd
was obtained from the Union ministry of health.Ihdlia, a total of 31,924 infective cases with 1552
deaths were reported during 366 days of the fivetwaves of pandemic from May 17, 2009, to May 17,
2010.The paper said the scientists examined daiborted epidemiological time series data of the
influenza. The strain first hit India on May 17,080 and exactly after a year had knocked two cotaple
waves of epidemic span. The first wave (May-Octpl2809) claimed 448 lives from 14,293 infected
cases and the second wave (November, 2009-May,) 2040 1,077 lives out of 17,631 infected cases.
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Maldives

Naseem attends Climate Vulnerable Forum

Source: Miadhu News
Date: 18 November 2011

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ahmed Naseem, aniavitation from the Bangladesh Foreign Minister
visited Dhaka from 13-14 November 2011 to attereddhMinisterial Meeting of the Climate Vulnerable
Forum organized by the Government of BangladeshinDuthe Forum, which was inaugurated by
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and atwkrigeUnited Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon, Minister Naseem delivered a keynote addresm® his key note address Minister Naseem stated
that: “Today, conventional wisdom suggests thatebbgagen was a failure. | beg to differ. In my opini
the Copenhagen Accord was not an admission of tléfetathe first step on the road towards a sofitio

a solution based on the vision laid down in the éMBeclaration. That vision was simple: that global
warming will only be halted when States realize fildity of arguing over whom should cut emissipns
and begin competing to become the leaders of theimgustrial revolution — a revolution based not on
the finite power of coal and oil, but on the infepower of the sun, sea and wind”"Minister highiagh
that it was the hope of President Nasheed thatydas's meeting will achieve on to remind the waofd
the plight of the most climate vulnerable countidesl in so doing confront the growing sense oftapat
and re energize the international community acttieumore Minister also called on to “send out arsjr
progressive message to COP 17 in Durban encourdgingNFCCC to establish a new legal framework
on climate change which encourages and helps stdtegositive action, in other words to investaw
carbon technology, rather than only demanding thay accept negative obligations- namely to cut
emission”.In his statement Minister also stressedhe challenges and difficulties faced by deveigpi
countries in shifting to a low carbon developmeathgvay, and to give guidance to the international
community regarding how it can best held and supfi@at shift. The Forum also adopted the Dhaka
declaration pronouncing clearly on Climate vulnégalbountries common aspirations prior to the
UNFCCC climate Conference (COP 17) meeting to bkl e Durban, South Africa from 28-29
November 2011. Nineteen Climate Vulnerable coustsgned the Climate Vulnerable Forum 2011
Dhaka Declaration. Countries which signed the Dhd&alaration include, Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Costa Rica, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Kirjbdadagascar, Maldives, Nepal, Philippines,
Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Tanzania, Timor-Leste, Tuveknuatu, ViethamCVF was founded at the initiative
of the Maldives government just prior to the mdjited Nations Copenhagen Summit in late 2009. It
was a unique new forum designed to amplify the #@itworld most climate vulnerable nations. Ministe
was accompanied by Ahmed Sareer, High Commissioheévlaldives in Bangladesh and Mr. Marc
Limon, Counsellor, Maldives Mission in Geneva.

15-year-old drowns to death in Bilehdhoo

Source: Haveeru News, Male
Date: 19 November 2011
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A 15-year-old drowned to death this morning in Bdaoo of Faaf atoll. Abdul Kareem Mohamed, in
charge at Faaf atoll Nilandhoo Atoll hospital, séittimed Jumaan of New York House/Bilehdhoo
drowned around 10.30am but was brought to the tedsgii11.30am where he was pronounced dead. The
hospital is working on to return the body of theekesed to the island.

Heavy rain floods Male

Source: Haveeru News, Male
Date: 21 November 2011

Heavy rain flooded most of the areas of capital évidlis morning with water level reaching a foot in
some streets.An official from Maldives MeteorolaiServices (MET) said the 92-milimetre rainfall
recorded from 3-5am in Hulhule is unusually higlhhé& heavy rainfall was experienced because of the
fact that rain clouds are formed over the northregion and are moving very slowly due to the lovavi
speed," the official said.The heavy rain completédpded Ameenee Magu, Medhuziyaaraiy Magu and
parts of Majeedee Magu.Maldives National Defencee&¢MNDF) spokesperson Lieutenant Abdulla Ali
said the armed forces are pumping out the waten the streets since 4am. "Earlier the water leull w
recede when we pump out the water from the arenI@H [Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital] and
Ghiyaasuddin School. But we're pumping out the wiiten several areas of Male since early morning,"
he said.Reports say the water entered into shogssame houses damaging goods and belongings.
Haveeru, however, could not independently confilma teports. MET said heavy rain is experienced
during the transition of monsoons every year. Haaiy is expected to continue in the northern negib

the country.

Four-month-old baby dies of suffocation

Source: Haveeru News, Male
Date: 22 November 2011

A four-month-old baby boy died in Shaviyani atobdkaidhoo yesterday morning after he was stuck in
between two mattresses. Police spokesperson, Spledtor Ahmed Shiyam said Anish bin Ageel of
Rome/Foakaidhoo was found lying on the floor nexthte bed around 9am and was taken to the health
centre where he was pronounced dead.Shiyam saastigations so far have revealed that the baby
suffocated in his sleep after he was stuck in betwsvo mattresses on the bed. "There are no visible
injuries on the child. The health worker who exagdirthe child reported that during examination the
child bled from the nose but no other observatiomse made," Haleemath Shahula, Administrative
Officer at the health centre, said.A relative ghiel baby, who is the second child of Fathimath Ahazo
and Hassan Ageel, fell from a very low bed.
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Properties gutted in Bouddha fire

Source: The Himalayan Times, Kathmandu
Date: 16 November 2011

Properties worth Rs three lakh were gutted afti@reabroke out Navin Dorje Lama’s house in Chenjung
Galli of Bouddha in the Capital on Tuesday. Pokedd the fire broke out from the second floor due t
short circuit of an electric appliance at around30Ghis morning. Police and locals contained tree f

Infants die devoid of awareness

Source: The Himalayan Times, Nepalgunj
Date: 16 November 2011

As many as 37,000 infants of Nepal lost their livegtimely owing to lack of awareness of safe
motherhood and proper care. According to statigioblished by the Regional Office of Save the
Children, in Banke district, malnutrition, pneumandliarrhea and less weight at birth are the mairses

of death of infants untimely.Regional Chief of tleganisation, Birendra Thagunna said maternal
mortality rate and infant mortality rate could bectkased by mobilising more and more resourcesein t
health sector, providing effective trainings to Ilteavorkers and spreading awareness to generaicpoibl
caring of infants and safe motherhood.The orgapisdtas brought awareness-oriented programmes into
operation across the country with a slogan 'carmfaht and safe motherhood' in coordination witb t
local social organisations. Meanwhile, it has begarmed that the Kutumba Band is going to present
cultural programmes in Butwal, Nepalgunj and Kaththato spread awareness among general public
through music under the campaign.

Property worth 55m gutted

Source: The Himalayan Times, Phidim
Date: 18 November 2011

Property worth Rs 55 million was reduced to ashéemwfire engulfed Dahalgaun of Tharpu VDC,
Panchthar, yesterday night. The fire, which begamfBikram Yonghang's house at midnight, destroyed
15 houses. DSP Rajeshnath Bastola informed thatiad§f are yet to ascertain the true extent of
losses.Police and locals doused the fire at ard®@ am. Narayan Koirala, secretary at Tharpu
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, said shops tielprto Shyam Thebe, Harka Thegim, Dilli
Yonghang, Kumar Bhandari, Dilli Bhandari, Purna &ax Teku Bhattarai, Bikram Yonghang, Gopal
Shrestha, Hari Shankar, Rajesh Dahal, Shivalal @udeaxmi Dhungana, Chitra Dahal, Rajendra
Budhathoki, Jaya Kumar Yonghang, Dalbir BK, Devinah Ganesh Khewang, Bhagirath Budhathoki,
Surendra Khewang, Khadga Sambahamphe and Mohann@Gumere completely destroyed in the
ablaze.Police said more than 20 cattle were inatedr According to Nepal Red Cross Society,
Panchthar, victims of the blaze have been shifbed@harpu Bazaar. A team comprising staff from the
district administration office, district police @€, army and Red Cross are at the scene and @yEnga
out rescue work.

Fire guts property worth Rs. 2m in Dharan

Source: - Kantipur News, Itahari
Date: - 19 November 2011

ITAHARI, NOV 19 - Property worth two million rupeesas gutted in a fire in Victoria Chowk in Dharan

Municipality-19 of Sunsari district on Friday evegiThe fire completely destroyed a house of a |ocal
Khadga Bahadur Limbu. According to the Area Pol@ffice, it had been difficult to douse the fire

immediately as fire broke out in the house duriogd shedding hour. Property of different five faesl
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living on rent at the house was gutted in the iectd The fire is said to have started from a catitlle
during the power cut hours. Two fire engines fraeh&ri and Dharan, local residents and police lipint
worked for two hours until 10:00 pm to bring theefunder control.

Five houses gutted in fire in Tatopani

Source: - Nepal News, Kodari
Date: - 19 November 2011

Five houses were gutted in fire in Tatopani-1 Kod&iSindhupalchok district, near Nepal-China baorde
Friday morning.The houses have been completely dachim the fire that started from the house oflloca
Khadga Bahadur Khadka at around 9.30 am due t@dbking gas leakage, according to the police.A
team of the police and local people with the hdldie brigade vehicles from Khasa Bazaar, Tibet,
extinguished the fire at around 11.30 am.Policd pabperty worth an estimated Rs.15 million wageyiit
by the fire. However, the exact detail about theslof property has not been ascertained yet. Waaseno
human casualty in the incident.

Pakistan

Denmark gives $2.8m for flood victims

Source: The News, Islamabad
Date: 16 November 2011

The Government of Denmark Tuesday announced ani@uzli $2.8 million in immediate humanitarian
assistance to the flood victims, says a pressgelebhis announcement along with other recent Danis
humanitarian support to Pakistan, brings the taetsistance to a total of $8.8 million for 2011.The
assistance for the flood victims was announcechbyanish Ambassador to Pakistan, Uffe Wolffhechel,
who shared that the Danish Government is committeipporting Pakistan during its challenging times
“The floods have since 2010 put several milliongakistanis in a very vulnerable situation. Thodsan
of them were still struggling to overcome the fio@h social and emotional loss occurred from tB&®
floods, when the additional disaster happened asl farther caused challenges for them. The food
security is becoming more critical day by day dmel southern part of Pakistan, which is still figigtithe
impacts of the floods, especially need support.’té/ithan half of the overall contribution is giventhe
World Food Programme to support with food suppliesparticular due to the upcoming food shortage
and winter weather conditions. The Danish Goverrirhas also donated to Save the Children as part of
providing immediate relief for flood victims in Slh through food, shelter, emergency medical cace an
child protection, education and nutrition intervens. Previously, the Danish Government has also
contributed directly to NDMA’s assessment and feliperations as well as participated in the
Humanitarian Aid Department of the European Comimis§ECHO) expert team visit to Pakistan to
make assessment of the floods with the Pakistarefdowent. “Denmark responded immediately to the
floods in August 2011 by contributing to the NaabiDisaster Management Authority’s relief operasion
and ECHO's assessment, so that we could suppoRakistani authorities in mapping the community and
geographical needs as well as review the immediatk long term needs of the flood affected,” said
Wolffhechel. He further added: “In addition, therid#h INGOs have provided funds out of own resources
for an immediate response. Denmark has also prdwidee funding to the tune of USD 9 Million for
UNCHR and corresponding amounts to WFP and Unizefliow these organisations to take immediate
reaction whenever disaster strikes, which haslzden utilized for the relief activities for Pakista
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3 bombers, 2 cops dead in Karachi blast

Source: The Nation, Karachi
Date: 17 November 2011

Three suicide bombers blew up their explosivesrdade
vehicle when they were challenged by police on the
seafront of the provincial capital Wednesday, kgltwo
policemen. The three terrorists, including a wonvaere
travelling in the explosives-laden vehicle whenigml
flagged down the motorists in the Seaview aredatia
10pm.The men were killed when they detonated the
explosives in the van, SSP Tarig Dharejo told tleslian

at the blast site. “Police tried to stop the vehimhd they
blew themselves up. The three people were killedl an
we have found weapons on the spot. One of the nasn w
wearing a (suicide) vest,” Dharejo said.Two poliesm
who were chasing the van on a motorcycle, were
wounded by the blast. Both of them succumbed to
injuries later, police officials said. The blastcaored in

an uninhabited area along the seafront locatedosa sh

distance from a park and a restaurant.

“The policemen were chasing the Suzuki highroaf erchange of fire took place and after a chase the
people in the vehicle detonated themselves,” aitiaffsaid. The bombers may have been planning to
target a hotel or a ‘mela’ (fair) to be held in trea, officials said. TV channels reported thtliigence
agencies had warned of a possible attack with guosives-laden vehicle in Karachi. The martyred
policemen were identified as Maula Baksh and Muhaohn$afeer. The law enforcement agencies
cordoned off the area while rescue and emergersponse teams reached the site. Police found several
suicide vests, grenades, night vision goggles, AK:-4 wig and a burga in the wreckage of the van,
officials said.

Man dies of dengue

Source: Dawn, Karachi
Date: 18 November 2011

The dengue death toll in the city rose to 15 asSimelh health authorities on Thursday confirmed tha
55-year-old man tested positive for dengue viresldn a private hospital. With the latest denguateel
death, second within a week, in all 17 people Hasgetheir lives to the mosquito-caused denguerfeve
across the province since January, while the year&all number of patients admitted for treatment
reached 1,400. Dr Shakeel Mullick, focal persontfia health department’s dengue surveillance sail
the victim, 55, was a resident of Gulistan-i-Jaulzard was admitted to the OMI hospital on Nov 14.
Tested positive for dengue, he died in the hospitaNov 16, he said, adding that the hospital mhedsi
the details of the patient on Thursday.Accordinguoveillance data, this was a second dengue dieath
the OMI hospital. A 32-year-old woman died on Sggtin the hospital. A teenage boy, resident of
Cement Lane in Keamari, died at a private teachimgpital on Nov 12. The data said that seven gatien
died in the Aga Khan University Hospital, threethe Civil Hospital Karachi, two in Dr Ziauddin
Hospital, two in the OMI hospital and one in theniih Postgraduate Medical Centre in the city ara tw
in the Ghulam Mohammad Mehar Medical College anauat University Hospital, Hyderabad.In the
meantime, 19 new patients were admitted to cityphtials during the past 24 hours. So far 980 patient
had tested positive for dengue in the provincelugiog 759 in Karachi. Dr Mullick said dengue case
reporting in the interior of Sindh had almost stegpprobably due to a change in the weather tfi¢rere
are 35 dengue patients admitted to different halpidbf Karachi and one to a hospital in Naushehro
Feroze, he added.
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NDMA-UN Assessment team Successfully Complete Task

Source: NDMA, Government of Pakistan
Date: 18 November 2011

The recent deluge in the country caused substataiabge to public and private infrastructure, egfigc

in Sindh and Balochistan. Pursuing a policy of seliance the government of Pakistan, through NDMA,
incurred Billions in rescue & relief efforts in tladfected areas. On 8th September, 2011, a high jewt
team of NDMA & UN officials visited the flood hitraas of Sindh to assess magnitude & financial impac
of the disaster. The team comprised of the ChairNiaiWA, the Head of UN Mission in Pakistan & other
technical & professionals. The joint team has sssftdly returned from the affected areas and has
prepared a comprehensive assessment report. Angeedis held in NDMA headquarters to discuss the
draft of this report. The meeting was attended bg Chairman NDMA, Dr. Zafar Qadir, UN
Humanitarian Coordinator Timo Pakkala, UNDP heagnrL Hastings, UN OCHA representative
Yasmine Rocke Feller & Ms Rose Mary.The team extehs toured the flood hit areas and held
intensive meetings with all the stakeholders. Tésmeasment report of this team will enable the laumgc

of a response plan in Sindh and Balochistan. TheVINDwill sift through the data and finalize the
document in order to facilitate an effective, magiill and productive response plan in the floo@ctéd
areas. This initiative will be instrumental in ttestoration of life in the flood hit areas.

Dengue kills one more; death toll reaches 361

Source: - Daily Times, Lahore
Date: - 19 November 2011

LAHORE: Despite the change in weather and contisuefiorts on part of the Punjab government,
dengue continues to strike; killing one in the ciigking the death toll to 361 across the provihige.
victim was identified as 70-year-old Muhammad SidigChungi Amar Sadhu who died at the Jinnah
Hospital. Meanwhile, 52 new dengue cases were tepa@rcross the city during the last 24 hours, takin
the tally of dengue patients to 33,000 in the progi In Lahore alone more than 18,000 dengue cases
have been reported uptil now.6 patients were tegtsitive in the Mayo Hospital, 13 in the Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, 6 in the Services Hospital, 4 in Jmnah Hospital and another 23 in different pubhd
private hospitals, laboratories and clinics acrdee metropolis. The dengue virus has proved
uncontrollable, with Lahore being the worst-hitycind the citizens dying in large numbers owinghi
deadly virus.“The Punjab government has spent Bsb®lion so far under the umbrella of the dengue
campaign and yet has not succeeded in controlfiegepidemic,” the citizens said. The authoritiesnse
totally helpless as various steps like fumigationporting medicines and introduction of help lines
proved worthless, they said, adding that the nundjedengue deaths was increasing day by day.
According to a report released by the Punjab Hda#partment, 81 dengue patients have been cured and
discharged from the teaching and district headgqumtiospitals of Lahore during the last 24 houas th
include 23 patients from the Mayo Hospital, 7 frtira Services Hospital, 12 from the Jinnah Hosp#él,
from the Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, 10 from the Kotakthja Saeed Hospital and 5 patients were
discharged from the Lahore General Hospital. Adegrdo the report, 20,872 dengue patients have been
cured and discharged from different hospitals acr@anjab uptil now, out of which 17,398 patients
belonged to Lahore. As per the report’s findingd3 Patients are currently under treatment in ceffier
hospitals of Punjab, out of which 169 patientsaatmitted in different hospitals of Lahore.

USAID to give $155m grant for education

Source: - Dawn News, Karachi
Date: - 19 November 2011

KARACHI: USAID will provide a grant of $155 millionto the Sindh education department for
undertaking different educational development migjén the province during the next five years.lleta
of the projects to be carried out were discussed ateeting held between a USAID delegation and
Education Secretary Mohammad Siddiq Memon.The mgetias informed that of the total $155 million
grant, $81 million would be spent by the educatifapartment on the repair and rehabilitation of the
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schools that had been badly affected in the rec@ins and devastating floods, while remaining $74
million would be spent by USAID itself for the piision of drinking water, laboratory equipment,
furniture and playgrounds in schools of the proginGiving details of the projects, the education
secretary said these include construction of 20@ds in far-flung and remote areas of the province
construction of additional 1,500 classrooms by nmgrcgelementary schools with middle schools and
upgrade of schools for providing better educatidaalilities to students.Referring to measures taign
Education Minister Pir Mazhar-ul-Hag, he said thaomprehensive monitoring system had been evolved
to ensure transparency in carrying out ongoing atioical development projects as well as to check
attendance of both students and teachers in schvolMemon also hoped that USAID would help
provide assistance for increasing the trend of isicgueducation among children.

Fire destroys 35 shops in Raja Bazaar

Source: - Dawn News, Rawalpindi
Date: - 20 November 2011

RAWALPINDI: As many as 35 shops were destroyed deiefy and
30 others partially, when a fire broke out at InleMarket in the
crowded Raja Bazaar early Saturday. The Civil DedeBDepartment
and Rescue 1122 attributed the incident to theraasef firefighting
equipment in the building. According to eyewitnessad owners of
the shops, the fire erupted on the first floor fué market and quickly
spread and engulfed shops at the ground floor arttle basement of
the building. “The market was totally closed whée flames reached
out to nearby shops,” they said.After seeing thekamrising, the
watchmen of the market informed Rescue 1122 antk@ss reached
the scene and prevented the fire from spreading other
floors.Mohammad Tanveer, a shopkeeper, said tked@maged the
mobile and CD shops irreparably and the remainimgdg were burnt
to ashes during extinguishing of the flames.

Another shopkeeper, Muzaffar Ali said the fire s&dron the ground floor which later engulfed dozehs
shops up to the second floor. He said due to latiwah of lesco officials, the fire continued to
spread.Rescue 1122 spokesman Saifur Rehman adatetthétfire destroyed 20 shops in the market and
the total loss was yet to be estimated. He saidt ghicuiting was the main reason behind the fire.
However, he said there was no fire-fighting equipmimstalled in the market.Civil Defence chief
instructor Talib Hussain also blamed the absencarafke detector and fire alarm system for erupbion
the fire. He said close-circuit TV cameras weréalhsd in the building but the shopkeepers hackthib

put in place any firefighting equipment.The basitrkvof the fire alarm and smoke detector is totales
watchmen about any short-circuiting so that they ke precautionary measures as soon as possible.
Had these equipment been installed in the market,ntagnitude of the loss would not have been so
large,” he claimed.To a question, he said the @éfence Department had served notices on the tarke
union for more than 10 times but they failed taalighe system.He said after this incident, a tésm

the department visited different plazas and markeRaja Bazaar and Pirwadhai and served notices on
the owners of 70 buildings to install fire safetyugoment within three days or face action.Accordiog
building bylaws, essential safety measures areinedjin commercial, industrial and public buildinigs
ensure safety of occupants in the event of a fing other emergency.The layout plan of the cororakr
buildings must have exit doors, fire hydrants,-fgelated stairs, emergency lifts, mechanical Vatibin

and sprinkler system, smoke alarms, safety managemystem and the fire control centre.When
contacted, Imperial Market Traders Union’s finaseeretary Shahid Mehmood refuted the claims of the
emergency services and said the shopkeepers hatleddire safety equipment in the market. However
he was unaware of the existence of any fire alarcthssnoke detector system.He said total 127 shaps an
stalls were located in the market and the fire rdgsetd most of them. The Rescue 1122 and the fire
brigade water tankers arrived on time but the ledtioials were one hour late and it was the maiason

for the spread of flames, he maintained.
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Four dengue deaths

Source: - Dawn News, Lahore
Date: - 20 November 2011

LAHORE: Four women died of dengue in various city hospitah Saturday. Irshad Bibi, 54, died at
Ittefaq Hospital, Azra Bibi, 60, at Ghurki Hospitéifsheen, 27, at Jinnah Hospital and Naseem Bihi,
at Services Hospital.

Sri Lanka
Two dead, three injured in bus, trishaw crash

Source: Daily News
Date: 17 November 2011

Three people died and two others were serioustyadj in a collision between a private bus and eethr
wheeler at the Samanalagama junction in Angunuletégga on Tuesday. The incident occurred when the
private bus plying to Embilipitiya hit a three-wheretravelling on the same direction on the Nonagam
Embilipitiya road. A.A. Bandula, 58, W.A. Wimalavaé, 56, and 11-month-old Vimoksha Samadhi of
Waladura, Kuruwita died on admission to the Kutgaospital. The trishaw driver and his wife sudigr
serious injuries. The dead were the trishaw drivgzarents and daughter, the police said.
Angunakolapelassa police arrested the bus driver.

Ministry warns of dengue outbreak

Source: Daily News
Date: 18 November 2011

The Health Ministry yesterday warned the publicaopossible dengue outbreak and rapidly spreading
vector-borne diseases due to rains experiencdtkimight and the warm weather experienced duriag th
day. The North and East have the highest risk pdssible dengue outbreak, a ministry spokesman said
According to the spokesman, vector-borne diseaaesspread throughout the country, especially in the
North and the East, due to the weather. “The cguestperiences rain at night and the day is extrgmel
warm. Those are ideal conditions for mosquito biregtl he said. A total of 22,244 dengue cases had
been reported during the past 11 months from & d¢lre country. The total number of dengue deaths
reported during the same time period is 151. Arobicdb6 dengue cases had been reported from the
Western province. July recorded the highest nunabetengue cases, the spokesman said. The Health
Ministry has strengthened treatment and care afféoedengue patients through State hospitals on the
direction of Health Minister Maithripala Sirisena.

Dengue update

Source: Ministry of Health, Government of Sri Lanka
Date: 18 November 2011

During the last 11 months of the year, 22244 suspledengue cases and 151 deaths have been rejoorted
the Epidemiology Unit from all over the island. Apgimately 57.56% of dengue cases were reported
from the Western province. The highest numberseofjde cases were reported during the month of July.
This situation warrants regular removal of possilesquito breeding sites from the environments|t i
also important to seek medical attention in theneweéfever by day three of the illness.
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Roof of a two-storied building collapses in Town Hi

Source: Daily Mirror
Date: 18 November 2011

The roof of an old two-storied building opposite tBalaka building in Town Hall, has collapsed te th
main road, the fire brigade said today. No casemltiave been reported so far, however there isnayhe
traffic build-up from Ibbanwala Junction to Town IHaTraffic has been rerouted and the police are
clearing up the debris.

Quake in Galle; No tsunami threat

Source: - Daily Mirror, Galle
Date: - 19 November 2011

A quake measuring 4.6 on the Richter scale wasrtreghan the sea 300 kilometers away from Galle a
little while ago, but tsunami alert centre of mepdrtment said there was no tsunami or other thiteat
Sri Lanka due to this development

Underwater earthquake off Colombo

Source: - The Island, Colombo
Date: - 21 November 2011

News reports of an underwater earthquake at a dgpt® km in

the Lakshadweep Sea about 341 km South South West o

Colombo on Saturday triggered panic.The Hindu alote

authorities as having said no tsunami warning vessied. The

seismograph at the Meteorology Centre here andtieeof the

Centre for Earth Science Studies (CESS) locatedPechi

recorded the earthquake measuring 4.7 on the Rishtde. The

quake occurred at 10 minutes past 4 pm.Revenue stdini

Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan was quoted by the erdufition as

having said there were no reports from anywhetbeérstate about

residents experiencing the quake. However, he ghil,administration had been directed to remain
alert.P.S.Biju, Director- in- charge, Met Centrédstihe India Meteorology Department (IMD) had not
issued a warning following the low intensity quaKehere have been at least seven quakes of the same
intensity over the course of the month. There iseason for alarm".Dr.N.P.Kurien, Director, CES&isa
officials at the institute were alerted to the dweit following a call from a citizen. "We checkeg with

our seismology unit at Peechi and found it had ndmt the quake". Dr.Kurien said the epicentre was
roughly 600 km south of Thiruvananthapuram.Conagrciéizens rang up disaster management control
rooms and offices to inquire about any warningessin the wake of the quake.According to the websit
of the US Geological Survey, the epicentre of thekg was located 3.949 degrees latitude and 79.040
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degrees longitude.The Indian National Centre foeddcinformation Services (INCOIS) at Hyderabad
later revised the magnitude of the underwater qu@ale2. A bulletin issued by the Indian Tsunamilfa
Warning Centre at INCOIS at 4.18 pm said there m@shreat of a tsunami for India.The Hindu also
quoted Incois director Dr Sathish Shenoi as hasgiaged that the seabed where the quake had occurred
was not marked by a subduction zone where tecfaaies create periodic upheavals. "It is unusual fo
guakes to occur in such areas". He said INCOISusad computer models and water level measurements
to discount the possibility of a tsunami.
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