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WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS

Afghanistan

Moderate earthquake shakes Afghanistan
Source: Pajhwok Afghan News
Date: 08 November 2011

A 5.5 magnitude earthquake rocked the Hindu Kusgfioreof northern Afghanistan, but there were no
immediate reports of damage or injuries. The quekeurred on yesterday at 4:29pm local time,
according to the US Geological Survey.The epiceinethe southern end of Badakhshan province, & 17
miles (280 kilometers) northeast of the Afghan tamf Kabul, where the quake was felt for about 15
seconds. It also was detected in neighboring poegrand created slight tremors in Pakistan's dapita
Islamabad.

Snow blocks several roads in Takhar, Samangan
Source: Pajhwok Afghan News
Date: 10 November 2011

Heavy snowfall has blocked several roads
connecting 80 villages in two districts of northern
Takhar and Samangan provinces, officials said on
yesterday. More than 150,000 people living in 80
villages in Rustaq district of Takhar could not
travel to the district headquarters due to road
blockades following heavy snowfall in the Azzum
Pass of the district, Rustaq district chief, Malim
Hussain, said. "It is still snowing in the area and
police are busy clearing the access roads, but the
non-stop snowing has made it difficult for rescue
teams to clear the roads,” Hussain said.The
governor's spokesman, Faiz Mohammad Tawhidi,
also confirmed road blockades. A rescue team had
been sent to the area, where 20 vehicles buried
under snow were recovered, he said. "If the snowtimoes to fall, it would create a lot of problefos
area people,” Abdul Zahir, a resident of Rustatridissaid. He thanked officials for help.

In the neighboring Samangan province, where thevstarted falling since last night has also blocked
link road leading to a coalmine in Dara-i-Soff Balatrict, the district chief, Ahmad Ali Hussairigld
Pajhwok Afghan News. Residents of Dara-i-Soff Bakre unable to go to the coal mine in Ghulam Ali



Pass, where a number of vehicles carrying coal Weftestranded due to the snowfall, Hussaini said.
Public Works Director Zia Humayoon, said they wieping to reopen the link road as soon as possible.

20 shops gutted in Marzar Carpet market blaze

Source: Pajhwok Afghan News
Date: 12 November 2011

At least 20 carpet shops were gutted in a fire bhake out in Mazar-
i-Sharif, the capital of northern Balkh provincen orhursday
(10/11/2011), an official said. The fire originaté@m an electric
short circuit at a rug market west of Hazrat Alri&h at around 2 pm
and soon engulfed 20 adjoining shops said thebfidge department
officials. They said efforts were underway to coetply douse the
fire, which has largely been brought under conffble officials said

an early action to extinguish the fire helped satede financial
losses to shop owners. They said the fire couldulénge entire
market, but only 20 shops were gutted in the blazee official
estlmated at $ 100,000 the losses inflicted on lebepers. However, he said an exact amount of losses
were yet to be known.A shop owner, Haji Abdul Satssid his two-story shop was completed destroyed
in the fire. He clamied his car-pets worth $50,88%e gutted. Saboor appreciated the early actiotihdy
fire bridge department saying several other shagre wescued.

High-risk South Asia inks pact on disaster response

Source: Alertnet
Date: 12 November 2011

Eight South Asian countries agreed a pact on Friday
provide one another with quick assistance durirignah
disasters aimed at boosting response in a reg@anish
among the world’s most disaster prone. South A& s
on a high-risk seismic zone and is home to oné fft

the world's population. It is susceptible to massiv
seasonal floods and storms and the dangers fronatdi
change are probably the greatest in this poverghtdd
region.Yet inertia, lack of funds and lax law emfment
have meant any progress in disaster preparednass ha
been slow. The Rapid Response to Natural Disasters
agreement, signed off by the foreign ministers loé t
eight nations, seeks to change that by greaterecatipn
among each other. "The agreement essentially ams t
provide effective regional mechanisms for rapid
response to natural disasters," said Vikram Doraisiy

an official from the Indian foreign ministry. "Theea is to create the modalities by which countinethe
region can provide each other assistance teamstheassistance teams are to move, to build cégmcit
to deal with post disaster relief delivery, andoate create contingency planning and post-disaster
measures."Six out of eight South Asian countriésdia, Nepal, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh and
Bhutan — are located within the seismically actiinalayan-Hindukush belt. The region witnesses
around 100,000 minor quakes every year, and onaagfitude 8 or greater every 25 years. The last
major earthquake in the region was in Pakistand@52 measuring 7.6 and killing more than 73,000
people.

CLIMATE CHANGE
South Asia is also prone to floods with millionsmglaced almost every year from seasonal rains and
deluge. In Pakistan, the second consecutive yefloaling has killed 430 people and disrupted tied



of nine million. But climate change is possibly ttegion’s greatest long-term security threat amgis
temperatures and droughts dry out farmlands whietireen inundated by intense floods and storms.

Sea levels are also rising unevenly in the Indiaedd, placing millions at risk along low-lying ctdaees

in Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives amongt@s in this region, scientists say. For instatice
Maldives, a chain of low-lying sandy islands in thdian Ocean famed for its diving and luxury respr
fears being swamped by rising seas as the plama¢t bp.The highest point of land here is two mebers
about 6 feet above sea level. Future sea levebjsqied to rise within the range of 10 to 100 teaters

by the year 2100, which means the entire countnidcbe submerged in the worst-case scenario, the
World Bank says. "By embracing climate change asgportunity to do things differently, we can taekl
emissions and earn a competitive advantage indpielly growing clean economy,” Maldives President
Mohamed Nasheed told a summit of the heads of sfatiee eight-nation South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC).The grouping has InBiakistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Afghanistan, Sri
Lanka, Nepal and the host country, an archipeldgeearly 1,200 mostly uninhabited atolls.

Traffic Accident Kills 15 in Southern Helmand

Source: Tolo News, Helmand
Date: 13 November 2011

At last 15 people were killed in a traffic accidémtsouthern Helmand
province on yesterday afternoon, local officialsdsarhe incident
happened in Helmand-Kandahar highway when a bushedawith
several cars, Helmand police officials said.Offisiasaid all the
passengers including two Afghan women and fivedchil were killed |
in the incident. Such incidents have often occutrefiire and officials|
blame drivers for being reckless.

Bangladesh -

Disaster-resilient settlement point’s way forward

Source: IRIN, Dhaka
Date: 10 November 2011

Bangladesh has built its first disaster-resilie
settlement, designed to minimize damage duri
natural disasters. "The houses, built on 2m caeaci
stilts, are designed to withstand a tidal surgemto
six feet [2m] and winds of up to 150mph [235kph]
said Aminul Islam, assistant director at the coylsatr
UN Development Programme office, which initiate
the project.
Known locally as a disaster-resilient habitat, tl
residences in the southern city of Shymnagar rrear
Bay of Bengal comprise 50 houses that c
accommodate up to 300 people. The settlement 1
planned to reduce damage caused by cyclones gfrikin

the bay on a more frequent basis. "Trees clostretwillage keep the topsoil together whilst tatieres in

the distance act as windbreakers. Primary and secgrembankments protect the crops from an increase
in sea level," said Islam.




New solution

While early warning systems, cyclone shelters aodeghment policies helped reduce fatalities from
cyclones Aila in 2009 and Sidr in 2008, it was cleaother solution was needed for damage contal, s
Abdul Qayyum, national project director with thevgmmment's Comprehensive Disaster Management
Programme. The distance to a cyclone shelter, dsawehe lack of security and sanitation, oftetede
disabled people, women, children and the elderynfrusing them, said Islam. Sulaya Khatum, who
survived cyclone Aila in 2009, took cover on heighbour's roof. "I have an elderly mother and angu
daughter. We could not make it to the cyclone shétt time. It was too far," she said. That cyclone
caused millions of dollars worth of damage anddefvivors with a negative view of disaster prepiara
consequently, fewer people were willing to leaveirttproperty and use cyclone shelters, said local
disaster management workers. "l lost my house dsasesight goats, 20 ducks and 10 sacks of rice. |
have been working as a day labourer ever since"id sab-year-old Khatum.
There are fewer cyclone shelters in the west ofgiBalesh than the east as tropical storms have
traditionally hit the east. But with changing weatlpatterns and the widening of cyclone tracts tevas
Bangladesh has become increasingly vulnerable tee rfrequent and destructive cyclones, said Islam.
Natural disasters have wreaked more than US$1®ritf damage in loss of property, livestock and
poultry since 1971, when the country won independdrom Pakistan, according to the Ministry of Food
and Disaster Management.

Stronger communities

"It is becoming increasingly apparent that the fetof disaster management is preparedness at the
community and household level," said Islam. Manytted 2,000 cyclone shelters in the southwest sit
empty because builders did not consult residertts, theen felt little stake in their upkeep or useted the
local NGO, Bangladesh Disaster Preparedness Ceritvée know how to build strong houses; the
challenge is building stronger communities,” saidoKdaker Hasibul Kabir, the new disaster-resilient
project's lead architect. Funded equally by thedsd the NGO, BRAC, the disaster-resilient habitet c
about $65,000 - a fraction of the cost of a cyclehelter. Two additional disaster-resilient comntiesi
are planned in nearby villages. Planners expesktitenstructions to cost half as much as the dimst
The new residents are encouraged to take partemtifging disaster threats, mapping escape routds a
helping to build the homes. "In the process ofding these habitats, the community has grown séng
allowing for a quick and coordinated response edhent of a disaster,” said Kabir.

27 houses gutted
Source: The Daily Star, Our Correspondent, Thakurgan
Date: 11 November 2011

Twenty seven thatched houses were gutted in a @wvasfire at Ekhtiarpur village in Pirganj upail
Wednesday (09/11/2011) night. Fire Brigade persbane locals said, the fire originated from a kéoh
of one Shafiqul Islam's house around 9:30pm. Oorimétion, fire brigade units from Pirganj, Bochggan
and Dinajpur units rushed to the spot and dousedtldwe after about two hours of frantic effortseTire
damaged property worth about Tk 3 lakh, accordinfiréfighters.



50 shops gutted in Narayanganj market fire
Source: The Dalily Star,
Date: 12 November 2011
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Smoke billows from shops at Fatullah Bazar in sagaazila of Narayanganj

ysterday
afternoon. At least 50 shops inside five tin-shadkets were reduced to ashes in a fire.
Photo: Focus Bangla

At least 50 shops inside
five tin-shed markets were reduced to ashes invastiating fire which broke out at Fatullah Bazar in
sadar upazila here yesterday afternoon. There wagport of casualty.Ahsanul Kabir, deputy direcibr
Narayanganj Fire Service and Civil Defence, saiftre might have originated from an electrical $ho
circuit in one of the shops around 2:30pm.On infation, five units of fire brigades from Mondalpaad
Hajiganj rushed to the spot and doused the flaméwlf an hour. Two shop owners, Royel Choudhury
and Jamal Choudhury, said the goods inside could@caved as the shops were locked due to the Eid
holidays. Traffic on Dhaka-Narayanganj road wasugited for an hour following the fire.

Five food poisoned

Source: The Daily Star, Our Correspondent, Rangpur
Date: 13 November 2011

Five members of a family fell sick due to food migg and were admitted to a local hospital ondyrid
(11/11/2011) night. The incident took place in PéascGoneshpur area of the town. According to the
hospital sources, family members of Ruhul Aminteiivomiting on Friday afternoon soon after taking
rice and curry at their house at noon. Locals tBaul Amin, 38, Nurul Amin, 30, Rifatunessa, 07,
Moniruzzaman, 14, and Mohosena Begum, 26, to tpitad.

Bhutan

No disaster news was found this week
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Rs.2-lakh compensation for rain-related deaths

Source: The Hindu
Date: 08 November 2011

Houses, roads and agricultural fields were inundatéollowing heavy rain in Erode district on Sundayight.
Relief for damage to huts, death of cattle also &k

The State government hiked the compensation paith@ofamilies of those who die in rain-related
incidents to Rs.2 lakh even as the death toll tedcB4 on Monday. It also increased the relief arhoun
payable to the families for damage to huts, deftattle and livestock.

Review

Chief Minister Jayalalithaa issued the orders adteletailed review of the situation with officias the
Secretariat. Since the north-east monsoon set i@aober 24, 34 persons have died in wall collapse,
lightning, landslides and incidents of drowning aedctrocution. In a release, the Chief Ministextex

that she has increased the relief payable to thdiés of those who die from Rs.1 lakh to Rs.2 lakh
assistance of Rs.1000 would be given to each ofaimdlies that evacuated and accommodated in safe
centres. This would be in addition to food, 10 ke ra dhoti and a sari and a litre of kerosené wesie
being distributed. Ms. Jayalalithaa said that 14 wvere completely damaged and 705, partially.tker
former category was being given Rs.5000, the lattauld be paid Rs.2500. She had ordered immediate
distribution of the assistance. A total of 162 tead cattle had perished in the rain. The assistanc
payable to their owners has been increased fromOR®0 to Rs.20,000. For loss of goats, the owners
would get Rs.2000 instead of Rs.1000. For lossvestock compensation has gone up from Rs.30 to
Rs.100. Orders have been issued for immediaterrepahe heavily damaged Doddapetta-ldukatti and
Udhagamandalam-Kothagiri-Mettupalayam roads. Thmadged roads in Chennai and other districts
would be temporarily repaired. After the monsooheyt would be relaid. The Konankuppam-
Puliyankalvai channel at Marakkanam in Villupurarstidct would be desilted to avoid possible floaglin

As the monsoon would last till December-end, she dieected top officials to visit the districts @ena
fortnight and review flood-prevention and reliefasares with the Collectors.

16 killed in Haridwar stampede

Source: DD News
Date: 09 November 2011
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At least 16 people, mostly women, were killed aedesal others injured in a stampede during a @lig)i
ceremony attended by tens of thousands of devaieas Har Ki Pauri in Haridwar on Tuesday. The
stampede occurred when the people tried to enteydinashala at Chandidweep Ghat on the banks of
Ganga for the centenary celebrations of achary@hiitam Sharma, the founder of Shatikunj Ashram.
SDM Haridwar Harbir Singh said 16 people were Kille the stampede. "It appears that suffocaticthén
area led to the stampede but exact cause will omtye out after an inquiry,"” he said. As the starmsped
broke out, the people ran helter-skelter with woraed children falling on the ground. Himachal Pskde
Chief Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal was also holdiymjria’ at the ashram when the stampede broke out.
Police sources said nearly two lakh people fromd&amd abroad had gathered for the ceremony, which i
considered to be biggest after the Kumbh melacPadlfficials blamed the Shantikunj Ashram authesiti

for not involving the police and district adminggiion in the management of the ceremony where lakhs
people had gathered during the past few days. aSommndoles Haridwar stampede deaths Congress
President Sonia Gandhi expressed her deep shocoardv over the tragic stampede deaths in Haridwar
on Tuesday and urged authorities to act immediatilyprovide relief to the injured. "Sonia Gandhi
expressed her deep shock and sorrow on the tragithisl caused by the stampede in Haridwar. She also
conveyed her condolences to the bereaved familes uaged the authorities to act immediately in
providing relief to the injured," an AICC releassdcsin New Delhi on Tuesday. At least 16 peoplestiyo
women, were killed and several others injured i@ $tampede at an ashram in Chandidweep area in
Haridwar, official sources said. The stampede hapgevhen a large number of people tried to enter th
Shantikunj Ashram to take part in a 'yagna' as phathe centenary celebrations of the ashram founde
Pandit Shreeram Sharma. Senior administrative ahdepofficials have rushed to the spot.

Six killed, 12 injured in mishap

Source: Zee News
Date: 09 November 2011

Muzaffarnagar: Six people were killed and 12 othejgred when a vehicle in which they were traveili
collided with a truck on Karnal-Meerut highway, el said here on Tuesday. The incident occurred
yesterday near Kabaraut village in Prabhudhnagsiricti Six people, including a woman and two
children, died on the spot, while the 12 injuredeveushed to a local hospital where some of thean ar
stated to be in serious condition.

Bihar: Encephalitis death toll climbs to 80

Source: newsonair
Date: 11 November 2011

In Bihar, the death toll due to encephalitis in &alystrict has gone up to 80. AIR Patna correspainde
reports that it is an all time high against thevpes high of 46 deaths registered in 2006. Thiwmiof
patients to hospitals continues. Superintendedtnofgrah Narain Medical College Hospital told AlRath
altogether 366 encephalitis patients were admitigtie hospital. Of these, 80 patients died andw#e@
discharged after treatment. The remaining patigrgsindergoing treatment in the hospital.

SAARC summit to conclude today; joint declaration &pected at closure



Source: newsonair
Date: 11 November 2011

The 17th SAARC Summit will conclude in Maldives &yd The closing ceremony of the event will take
place late in the afternoon. A joint Declaratioreipected at the end of the Summit. On the conotudi
day today, four important Agreements are to belified. These include two agreements on regional
standards, one agreement to establish a rapidnespoechanism to deal with natural disasters, and a
agreement to establish a SAARC Seed Bank. The SABRRC Summit is currently underway at the
Equatorial Convention Centre in the Addu City ofIees. The Summit was inaugurated on Thursday
afternoon and was attended by all Heads of Stam@<zmvernments. Prime Minister has called upon the
SAARC leaders to work in unison to offset the intpaicthe present global economic crisis. Addressing
the SAARC Summit in Maldives, Dr. Manmohan Singldsanaginative and innovative ways have to be
created to maintain the tempo of growth. Strengtigenf trade relations and connectivity amongst the
member states remained the central theme of thenguoday the Prime Minister had bilateral talks
with Nepalese Prime Minister Babu Ram Bhattara thorning. The meeting lasted for about 30 minutes
where issues of mutual interests were discusseel. S/ARC leaders have proceeded for retreat before
the conclusion of the Summit. On the sidelineshef Summit, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has had a
series of bilateral meetings with the heads ofeStand governments of the SAARC member states. The
Indo-Pak bilateral talks however, remained the $peuhere the two leaders agreed that they will thke
process of dialogue which began at Thimpu everhéurtwhich so far have been productive and result-
yielding. After the concluding session of the SAARTay, Prime Minister will fly to Male for a biletal

visit to Maldives. This is the first visit of andian Prime Minister to Male for bilateral talks time last
nine years. He is also scheduled to address th@d2Majlis, the Parliament of Maldives on tomaxt.o

State govt to start work on flood-borne damages

Source: The Hindu
Date: 12 November 2011

Erode, Tamil Nadu: The State government will repiaér roads and bridges that suffered damages during
the flash floods in Modakurichi Assembly segmenthim the next week, Public Works Minister K.V.
Ramalingam has assured. Inspecting the widespra@ages caused by the recent floods in the segment,
the minister said funds would be allotted from Bachayat Union to repair the damaged bunds ofla ta
in Kagam village. A major breach in the tank durthg recent rains, it left hundreds of acres intexla
The minister also discussed about desilt of thé& tamd strengthening of its bunds with the officials
Inspecting the construction of a bridge acrosskheanganpallam Odai in the Erode—Moolanur stretch,
the minister observed that the temporary serviael faid for the movement of vehicles had suffered
severe damages during the flash floods. The Statewdys Department had allotted Rs. 5 lakh to tgke
road repairs. The repair works would be completedldy, and the traffic on the road would be restbr
within three days, the minister assured. He alspented flood damages in Kulavilakku, Parapalayam,
Mankaradu, Lingatha Kuttai, Mosagoundanputhur, Bzwhur and a number of other parts in the
Assembly segment. Revenue Divisional Officer R.\8nér and senior officials accompanied the minister
during the inspection.



8 killed in five road accidents

Source: The Hindu
Date: 12 November 2011

Bangalore, Karnataka: Eight people were killed #mée injured in five road accidents across the. cit
Four youths died and a fifth was severely injurédraa new car rammed a goods carrier near Mylapur
Gate on Old Madras Road at 8.10 p.m. on Thursdagkéte police said the deceased are Umar Aslam,
Suheil Ahmed, Rizwan Pasha and Ravishankar. Theed] Yasser Ahmed, is in hospital. Ravishankar
was a resident of Chamundi Nagar near R.T. Naggarthers, from Devarajeevanahalli. All the fivereve
returning from a dargah in Kolar after offering yees when the speeding car hit the road mediaricatd
control, ramming the goods carrier coming from tigposite direction. Meanwhile, in two separate
accidents, riders' negligence claimed the liveghedr pillion riders within a span of 45 minutes at
Gottigere near Bannerghatta National Park on Fridggornima Srikantan (43), a private company
employee, died on the spot after she fell fromrtiedorcycle her husband M. Srikantan was riding. She
was run over by a bus. The two were on their wayéar workplaces, the Mico Layout traffic policai.
Meanwhile, V. Balakrishnan (22), a management stydeas run over by a tipper vehicle at Himagiri
bus-stop near Gottigere at 9.15 p.m. Mico Layoaffitr police said he was riding pillion with his
classmate V. Shashidhar (23) on the pavement whervehicle skidded and hit the road, with fatal
consequences. P. Prasad (44), a wrist watch repaiess run over by a car on.Chikkanayakanahalli-
Doddakannahalli Main Road in the Madivala traffaiPe Station limits at 8.30 a.m. on Friday. Hieifrd
Prashanth Kumar, the rider, sustained minor injusidnen he attempted to overtake a tractor on the
narrow road, lost control and rammed an oncoming Redestrian dies Venkatesh (30) died on the spot
and Ashuthosh, a motorcycle rider, sustained iegum a freak accident at Chikkathogur Gate on Hosu
Road in the Electronics City traffic police limis Friday.

3.7 lakh children below 5 die of pneumonia in India

Source: The Hindu
Date: 13 November 2011

India has the highest number of flu-related pneumaleaths among children, with more than 3,70,000
children under the age of five dying due to pneuiaoof which 7 per cent die of flu-related pneunagra
study has shown. It estimated that 90 million cadeseasonal flu occur among children under theadge
five globally each year. Twenty million of thesee dlu-related pneumonia resulting in 1 million hivap
admissions. Flu-related pneumonia is also resplenip 28,000 to 1,15,000 deaths around the glabe i
this age group, the study said. The study, puldisheéhe medical journdlancet, was conducted by the
University of Edinburgh with support from the Afidia Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), the izl
Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the Public Hedfoundation of India (PHFI) and the U.S. Center
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The stwdg done between 1995 and 2010. The research
was led by the University of Edinburgh and involv&d researchers from 14 countries. They reviewed
data from high income and developing countries fauhd 43 suitable studies with data for around 8
million children. During the study, the researchfasnd that in 2008, there had been about 1,11,500
deaths of children under the age of five due ttuérfiza and ALRI related diseases. It has furthenbe
noted that 99 per cent of the deaths took pladberdeveloping countries. The estimates for Indésew
based on influenza and pneumonia data from BallabigaHaryana. Researchers estimated that although
about 6,000 acute lower respiratory infection (ALBé&aths occurred in hospitals here in 2008, asyman
as three times this number could be occurring atehdIndia contributes about a fourth of the global
influenza-pneumonia deaths in children under theadive,” Dr. Harish Nair of the Edinburgh's Cent

for Population Health Sciences and the Public Heatiundation of India. “India is the world leader f
pneumonia mortality in children under the age officontributing to about a fourth of the global
pneumonia deaths. Influenza is the second most @smnfection identified in children with pneumonia
and contributes substantially to the burden of habgation and mortality in young children... Whartk

that until the widespread implementation of anafie influenza vaccine is achievable.”



4 burnt to death as warehouse catches fire in Delhi

Source: newsonair
Date: 14 November 2011

In Delhi, four people were burnt to death and twitically injured when a warehouse caught fire on
Sunday.The fire broke out in the warehouse on AfigRoad. Fire officials told AIR correspondentgkt
fire tenders were rushed to the spot and the blazas doused after an hour.
Officials suspect an electrical short-circuit coblve caused the fire. Police are investigating.

Concerted efforts can reduce landslides in Nilgirisscientists

Source: newsonair
Date: 14 November 2011

In a place like the Nilgiris, natural calamitiemnoat be prevented but if sincere and concertedtsfeoe
made their impact can be minimised. This was enmipbddy D.V. Singh, Senior Scientist and V. Selvi,
Scientist of the Central Soil and Water ConservaiResearch and Training Institute (CSWCRTI) while
speaking torhe Hinduhere on Sunday. Quoting from their recent studylandslide Characterisation
and Management in the Nilgiris,” they said the Mifghad been identified as one of the districtshe
country that was most vulnerable to multiple hagaskhd, landslides (or landslips) posed a majceahr
Until a few decades ago, these were rare but efttety had become more or less an annual phenomenon
particularly during the North East Monsoon. Amoing thatural causes that triggered landslips in the
Nilgiris the main one was a prolonged wet spelloiged by squally weather. The condition of the soll
like high depth with heavy texture, higher infitican rate facilitated by high organic matter anghi
degree of granulation and the kaolin layer beloe $bil stratum at various places heightened the ris
Many places were also vulnerable to rock slidesoAgthe man-made factors responsible for landslips,
like the 2009 November incidents, were verticalscotade for laying new roads, widening of existing
roads and construction activities. Blockage of retdrainage by encroachments, inadequate culverts,
improper drainage in tea gardens and annual croppsas and construction of non-porous structunes fo
slope stabilisation like retaining walls with inEaient weep holes were also responsible for tisaster.

Rain gauges

Regretting that the precipitation during the suddemvnpour, which trigger landslip, were not being
recorded, they said that in order to determinethibeshold rainfall that could trigger landslipsdifferent
parts of susceptible zones, eight automatic antharyl rain gauges have been installed by the utstit
Apart from the scientists, local people had alsenbteained to record rainfall intensity. The daddected
could help develop a warning system for mitigatemdslip hazards in the Nilgiris. Underscoring tieed

for precautionary measures, they said that asggroasible vertical cuts should be avoided.In |kpds
affected areas, site-specific rehabilitation measwshould be taken up without delay. Pointing bat the
gabion structures put up by the National Highwaysharity of India (NHAI) had prevented landslips in
disaster-prone areas, they said that this methodldibe adopted by all the departments engageldjpe s
stabilisation works.

Maldives

21 year-old killed in Addu City motorcycle accident

Source: Minivan News
Date: 11 November 2011

A 21 year-old was killed in a motorcycle accidentthe link road of Addu City after midnight on
Wednesday (09/11/2011) night.According to islandefrélithadhoo, Hussein Adham of Bluege in the
island collided with another motorbike as he turmeda bend off the link road. The victim sustained
serious head injuries after his helmet was smasghegirl riding with Adham as well as the two men on
the other motorbike was also severely injured.
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Dhoni capsizes en route to Makunudhoo

Source: Minivan News
Date: 12 November 2011

A Dhoni (traditional boat) carrying gravel from Kulhudufush Haa Dhaal Atoll capsized en route to
Makunudhoo around 3.45pm on yesterday reports lda#y Haveeru. The Maldives National Defence
Force (MNDF) confirmed the accident. According b thewspaper, the boat was from Neykurendhoo
and three crewmembers were onboard at the timethidle survived unharmed and were reportedly
travelling in a dinghy.

ot B

Truck plunges into Trishuli; 2 die, 3 injured

Source: - The Himalayan Times, Dhading
Date: - 9 November 2011

DHADING: A truck plunged into Trishuli River at Dachowk VDC of Chitwan district, along
Narayanghat-Mugling road section at around 2:00 @am\Wednesday’s pre-dawn darkness, killing two
and injuring three others.The truck (Na 2 Kha 69¥d3ding to Kathmandu from Narayanghat skidded off
the road and tumbled down some 150 meters downotiet into the Trishuli.Two truck passengers died
on the spot while three injured are undergoingitneat at Bharatpur. Identity of those who lost thiees
and those who are injured is yet to be ascertained.

SAARC standing committee meet concludes

Source: - The Himalayan Times, Male
Date: - 9 November 2011

The 39th Standing Committee meeting of the SoutfarAf\ssociation for

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was held at Addu @ityale, the Capital of

Maldives, on the eve of the 17th SAARC Summit. Theeting also finalised

the programmes and approved the budget for thenipgoyear.The meeting

reviewed the progress on the implementation ofdwsions and programmes

of the previous meeting (38th meeting) also.Thetmgeagreed on the future

working plans prepared for SAARC according to aiaerfficer at the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.The will be presented the meeting of Council of Ministers tomorrow for
approval.Durga Prasad Bhattarai, Officiating Sexgeat the Foreign Ministry, led the Nepali delégat

at the meeting. The meeting of the SAARC CounciMifisters is taking place tomorrow. Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs Narayank&hrestha has already left for Male to attend the
meeting.The 17th SAARC Summit is expected to discie issues related to the progress on the
enforcement of the decisions of the past Summite, $AARC Development Fund, food security,
increasing air, sea and road connectivity in theARE, energy and climate change, among
others.Similarly, Nepal is likely to sign four agmeents including agreement on providing immediate
relief during the period of natural disasters asthlelishment of the SAARC Seed Bank during the
Summit, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affair

US announces USD 30 million Nepal conservation plan

Source: - The Himalayan Times, Kathmandu
Date: - 9 November 2011

KATHMANDU: The United States announced on Tuesdaylaunch of a USD 30 million programme to
combat the severe threat climate change is posititetpeople and the diverse wildlife of Nepal.Tikie-
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year Hariyo Ban programme, funded by the US Agdocynternational Development (USAID), will aim
to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by one millmmes, improve the management of 50,000 hectares of
forest and pay local communities to protect endsety@nimals."This ambitious project recognises that
forests are the true wealth of Nepal as forestsonbt support the livelihoods of millions of peo@ed
provide a safe haven for endangered species lutadsvital to combat the impacts of climate chahge
said Hariyo Ban chief Judy Oglethorpe.Nepal is rfgcincreasingly frequent forest fires, floods and
landslides while the retreat of ice in the Himakywas increased the risk of glacier lake floodscivhi
threaten downstream communities and wildlife.Mdrant 1.9 million people are at high risk from climat
change in the landlocked Himalayan nation, Hariym Bays, while a further 10 million are increasingl
at risk."Nepal, being a Himalayan country, is ofieh® most climate-vulnerable countries in the worl
and the government of Nepal welcomes the efforiisgomade by Hariyo Ban," said Deependra Bahadur
Kshetry, vice-chairman of the government's Natid?Plahning Commission.Hariyo Ban -- which uses the
Nepali phrase for "green forests" -- will work tawsa reducing deforestation while conserving theairer
southern plains and the Chitwan-Annapurna Landscapéologically important region containing snow
leopards, red pandas and musk deer.The Teraien offferred to as the rice bowl of Nepal -- is hdame
tigers, rhinos and elephants as well as a populati@bout 6.7 million people from several ethnioups.
Hariyo Ban is a coalition of four leading conserwatorganisations in Nepal including the WWF and th
Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere.

Over 2000 tourists still stranded in Lukla

Source: - Nepal News, Lukla
Date: - 9 November 2011

Over 2000 tourists, most of them foreigners, ailewgaiting for rescue in Lukla, Solukhumbu distric
even as some 1400 of them were airlifted to théaap a frantic rescue attempt on Monday.The $mal
airport at Lukla handled as many as 57 plane #igirtd 33 helicopter flights on Monday after thegesw
some improvement in the weather condition. Thoserméig to the capital on helicopters paid an averag
of US$ 600 per seat, reports said. Some 350 peogle rescued through chartered helicopter flighes t
previous day.Regular flights were halted for oneekvdue to thick fog in the atmosphere, leaving over
4000 tourists stranded. More than 1000 touristsagkdsl on a tough four-day trek to Jiri of Dolakba t
return to Kathmandu.

18 pilgrims killed in tractor plunge

Source: - The Himalayan Times, Itahari
Date: - 10 November 2011

ITAHARI: At least 18 persons were killed and 24

injured after a tractor en route to Barahachhetra o

Dharan fell into the Chatara canal of the Sunsari-

Morang Irrigation Project in Baraual VDC of

Dhanapauri, Sunsari today morning.All of them were

pilgrims from Tarapatti VDC Wards No 4 and 5 of

Dhanusha and were heading to Barahachhetra to

observe the Kartik Purnima fair that concludes the

Haribodhani Ekadashi. Among the killed, there were

three to five of a family. Altogether 42 personsreve

travelling by the tractor.According to locals, ttielley

of the tractor, which was treading through a raatldf

potholes, rolled off the road and fell into the @arcrushing most of the women and one boy, wheewer
still asleep, to death. Those who were awake, hewewanaged to jump off the trolley and
survived.According to the Eastern Regional Traffaice Office, Itahari, 17 persons died on the spat
one succumbed to injury while undergoing treatna¢m®P Koirala Institute of Health Sciences in Dimara
Of the 24 injured, 18 are undergoing treatmenhardwa and six in Dharan. The tractor driver igge.
Nepal Police and Armed Police Force personnel aodl$ reached the incident site immediately after t
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accident and carried out rescue works. The pilghias hired the tractor for Rs 7,000 and had setooff
their destination at 5pm yesterday. The accidentiwed as the driver dozed off after being behhml t
wheel for about 12 hours, said the survivors.

549 dead, 5,777 injured in six months

Source: - Kantipur News, Kathmandu
Date: - 11 November 2011

KATHMANDU, NOV 11 - At least 549 people died and’37 were injured in road accidents across the
country in the last six months (May 1 to mid-Novemi0). Available data shows that on an average fiv
people die every day in road accidents acrossdbetry. According to the data posted on Nepal Rtic
(NP) website, 376 people died in four months sihaly 1, while the number of injured was 3,668. The
Central Development Region recorded the highestdEéhs with 1,911 accidents in the last six manths
Similarly, 117 people died in the region in four mizs and 1,210 sustained injuries.The NP data shows
1,587 people died across the country in the lastfiyear, while 12,000 sustained minor injuriegrdyu

the same period as 5,519 accidents occurred attressountry. Police website posted that 1,734 eopl
were Killed in the fiscal year 2009/10, while 1,3%ople died in the fiscal year 2008/09. Thus, &/@60
people have lost their lives in road accidentshim last three and half years.Drunk-driving, viaatiof
traffic rules, overloaded vehicles, poor conditimhroads and vehicles and encroachment on roads are
major causes of road accidents. Besides, steeysigrs of motor vehicles, disparity between vehicled
road engineering are emerging as new challengeartiswminimising accidents, said NP Spokesman DIG
Binod Singh. “Although the infrastructure of highygais getting pathetic day by day, it has faileditaw

due attention of the government. So driving loadeklicles at breakneck speed on the dilapidatedsroad
results in accidents,” said DIG Singh.

ADB agrees to provide loan assistance of over Rsb@or water projects

Source: - Nepal News, Kathmandu
Date: - 11 November 2011

The Asian Development bank (ADB) has agreed toigeoa loan assistance of Rs 6.24 billion to Nepal
for the implementation of the Kathmandu Valley Wé&beipply Improvement Project.The agreement was
signed between Finance Secretary Hari BanskotaCaunchtry Director of ADB, Nepal Resident Mission,
Barry Hitchcock on behalf of the government of Nepad ADB respectively.The project will
complement the past and ongoing water services Wweitkg carried out by ADB and its development
partners, including the construction of the Melamtater Project.The project is also expected tq lirel
water distribution improvements which will benefitore than 2.72 million people in the densely
populated Kathmandu Valley, said ADB."Residentgha capital will get better quality water for more
hours and at higher pressure. The project will ceduater losses in the distribution system and iaise
the financial and asset management capabilitiegyencies overseeing the sector.” it added. expéoted
be completed by December 2016.

Two Korean nationals die in avalanche

Source: - Kantipur News, Solukhumbu
Date: - 12 November 2011

SOLUKHUMBU , NOV 12 - Two Korean nationals
died after they were buried in the avalanche while
returning from Mt. Lhotse. The Korean nationals
died at 6:30 pm, Friday, it was confirmed by the
Area Police Office, Namche, on Saturday only.The
rescue was delayed due to the bad weather
condition, said police. The bodies were carried in
Lukla at 1:30 pm today which were later sent to
Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital for post
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mortem, said Superintendent of Police (SP), Ramksmar Khadka of District Police Office,
Solukhumbu. The names of the Korean nationals, dtbgone on the mountain expedition from Cabin
Professional trekking, has not been identified yaij SP Khadka.

Four killed in road accident

Source: - RepublicaNews, Doti
Date: - 12 November 2011

DOTI: Four persons were killed on Thursday eveningl(IL@011) after a taxi fell 600 meters down the

road at Chhatiban village-9, Rubaskada of Doti. Tead have been identified as taxi driver Janak
Kunwar, 35, assistant driver Arjun Kunwar, 20, DamsSaud, 30, and Sangita Nepali, 19.While Janak
and Kunwar were from Chaumala-8 of Kailali, Duesamd Sangita were residents of Shreepur village of
Kailali. According to Dan Bahadur Kunwar, elder threr of Janak, the Dhangadhi-bound taxi (Se. 1 ja
341) was returning from Ugratara fair in Dadeldhdistrict. Police are clueless about how the taxi

skidded off the road. Although police searchedrfare dead bodies for hours, only four dead bodies
were found. The accident site is 138 kilometersnfipayal, the district headquarters of Doti.

Minor tremor felt in Nepal

Source: - Kantipur News, Kathmandu
Date: - 13 November 2011

KATHMANDU, NOV 13 - A quake measuring 5.0 on thecRier scale jolted Nepal at 5.31am on
Sunday. According to National Seismological Cerdtethe Department of Mines and Geology, the
epicentre of the earthquake was in the north-eagtert of Gorkha district headquarters. The temas w
felt in western and central parts of nation inahgdKathmandu Valley. However, there was no repbrt o
human casualty and damage to property.

Pakistan

Gilgit glacier chunk crushes three

Source: - The News, Gilgit
Date: - 8 November 2011

GILGIT: Three persons were crushed to death byllimdachunk of glacier at Chopurson area of Gojal
here, Geo News reported.Those killed were on wamy fAfghanistan to their native places in Pakistan i
a caravan of 17 persons for Eid celebrations, wthenunfortunate incident of a chunk of glacier fall
occurred near Pak-Afghan border at Chopurson dr&pojal, crushing to death three of them, while the
remaining 14 persons of the caravan finding the vibégycked by glacier fall returned back to
Afghanistan.Rescue operation could not be staftesd far due to severe cold and four feet thickilefdp
up ice at the place of incident.

Flood relief fund running out, warn four aid agencies
Source: Dawn News, Islamabad

Date: - 10 November 2011

ISLAMABAD: Four western agencies working in Sindhhelp millions of people affected by the floods
came out on Wednesday with a sombre warning, sayisgortage of funds might force them to close
their relief programmes. Oxfam, Save the Child@are and ACTED said in a statement that reliefreffo
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reaching over five million people ran into the fgnshortage at a time when diseases and widespread
malnutrition were posing a threat to the floodggbple.Oxfam says if money is not found soon it kgl
forced to cut back on its efforts after Decembeganing that 3.9 million people it planned to readh

go without help.Save the Children has raised oBly& cent of its global appeal. Care, facing atfb

of 91 per cent of what it has sought, is struggtmgontinue its relief programme.“Care has usgautn
resources to fund this response, which is focusmgmergency healthcare and food security. Due to a
funding shortfall, we've only reached roughly 10 gent of the targeted 150,000 in need of emergency
healthcare in areas where we and our local parbperte,” said Waleed Rauf, country director ofeCa
International. The $357 million UN appeal has sor&reived only $96.5 million.“The 2011 floods flash
appeal remains distressingly under-funded with @ét3cent shortfall and if more funding is not ieed
relief supplies will run out within weeks which imagts UN agencies from providing life-saving clean
water, sanitation, food, shelter and healthcaré\' pokesperson Stacey Winston said.The government
also faces a funding crisis and might be forcedce down its relief efforts.“Over two months irhe
crisis, millions of people are still without basitsrelief operations stop, it could lead to anrmaginable
catastrophe. Healthcare, clean water and sanitatimmeeded to stem a looming public health crigie.
precarious food system is under threat as thereacate food shortage, and many farmers will riss t
winter cropping season.With winter approaching, fasltiions of people, who are still without shelteuill

be left out in the cold. We urgently need to seedhme donor generosity that took place last yaangl
floods,” said Oxfam’s country director Neva Khancacding to latest estimates, three million peopke a

in urgent need of food assistance.Diseases amenitptid victims are on the rise and lives of astaao
million adults and three million children are akiStagnant waters and approaching winter seasgn ha
increased the risk of a major outbreak of denguearia and acute respiratory infection. Over 160,00
expectant mothers require life-saving medical sewiin the next six months.“We had expected the
situation to stabilise by now but conditions aréngdrom bad to worse. Each day that passes putse mo
children at risk of contracting diseases. Malnignitievels among children under five are among sofme
our worst recorded cases. Children’s immunity isywgeak, and we fear winter will make the situation
worse, if aid is not immediately stepped up,” StheeChildren’s country director David Wright said&D

67 per cent of food stocks and 73 per cent of cnods districts of Sindh have been destroyed. Easm
whose fields are still under water will miss thenter planting season leading to hunger.Approxingatel
3.6 million people urgently require agriculturapport to resume food production and income gerarati
activities."It is unfortunate that millions of floeaffected people have received so little humaiaitaaid

to meet their urgent food, water and shelter ne€tlese people have lost everything and they require
immediate assistance to be able to survive comiimgewmonths, and to have a chance to rebuild their
lives,” ACTED country director Andy Buchanan said.

Four more fall prey to dengue

Source: Dawn News, Lahore
Date: - 10 November 2011

LAHORE: Dengue fever claimed another four liveghe city during the last three days. Afzal Akram of
Kot Khwaja Saeed died at Ganga Ram Hospital andearBibi, 45, of Faisal Town at Jinnah Hospital,
while Fazal Ali, 50, of Tajpura and Abdul Hameed), 6of Badami Bagh at Shaikh Zayed
Hospital.According to sources from public sectaxctgng institutions and private hospitals, some 200
patients were tested positive for the virus in phevincial capital during the last three days.A Itiea
department report, however, confirmed 23 new dergses all over the province, including 10 in La&hor
during the last 24 hours only.According to a handgsued on Wednesday, Chief Minister Shahbaz
Sharif visited Services and Mayo hospitals on ihgt tflay of Eidul Azha to review the arrangements
regarding medical facilities for the patients partarly those suffering from dengue fever.He wemt t
dengue wards and high dependency units in the tadspinquired after the health of the patients and
prayed for their early recovery. He distributed Bifts among the patients and also provided firgnci
assistance to the poor patients.Talking to patiesttendants, the CM said measures had been taken t
check the dengue virus. He commended the effortiators, nurses and paramedical staff for savieg t
precious lives of dengue patients.Meanwhile, He8#cretary Jenahzeb Khan visited Lahore General
Hospital and Services Hospital on Eid day to ingufter the health of dengue patients.According to
handout, the health secretary also reviewed tradtfaeilities at the dengue wards and high depetylen
units in the hospitals.
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Flood victims are being frozen out

Source: The Express Tribune, Karachi/Mirpurkhas
Date: - 11 November 2011

KARACHI/MIRPURKHAS: | recently spent a day as an
embedded journalist. | wore no hard hat and no kaxdyour,
just a shirt and trousers. We drove along not tark, but an
ordinary sedan.The ‘war’ | went to see is the mosgent
conflict this country faces, despite internationahdlines which
suggest otherwise. The war | speak of is flood
relief. Accompanying the Indus Resource Centre (IRG)
Mirpurkhas, the creeping reality of winter domirsatiscussion.

In the tent cities they have set up in the distiictpartnership
with UNESCO, the pressing need is for shields agjaime cold.
Blankets and shoes are just some of the basicresgants.

The seasonal temperature is not the only problemd¥from the north are known to cause

Two die after consuming raw liquor

Source: - Daily Times, Karachi
Date: - 12 November 2011

KARACHI: Two people died at Shah Latif Town aftesnsuming raw liquor in the limits of Shah Latif
police station. The incident occurred at Lashad Moosa Goth on the second day of Eid while having
raw liquor. Both of them were shifted to a locaspital, where during treatment they breathed tlasirin

the wee hours of Friday. The victims were identifas Gul Zaman and Wajid, resident of the same area
Victim’s families took away their bodies without mapleting any medico-legal formalities after their
deaths were confirmed, however, the concerned @diificials denied any such happening in his
jurisdiction.

Dengue claims five lives

Source: - Dawn News, Lahore
Date: - 12 November 2011

LAHORE: Dengue claimed lives of five people in ttity on Friday.Reports said two elderly patients of
Model Town, Ehsanul Hag and Hussain died at a teitaspital on Ferozepur Road. Afzal and Kishwar
Bibi breathed their last at Sir Ganga Ram Hospitadther patient, Muhammad ljaz died of the virus at
Mayo Hospital.According to a health department regsued on Friday, another 70 patients were deste
positive for the virus all over the province, inding 22 in Lahore, during the last 24 hours.

Two more dengue deaths

Source: - Dawn News, Lahore
Date: - 13 November 2011

LAHORE: Another two patients succumbed to dengueisviin the city on Saturday.Reports said
Muhammad Aslam, 72, died of dengue shock syndrom@eavices Hospital and Riffat Bibi, 45, at
Jinnah.Some 69 patients were tested positive ®witus all over the province during the last 24iiso
including 32 in Lahore.According to a health depesmt report issued on Saturday, 83 dengue patients
were discharged from various hospitals of Lahonmenduthe last 24 hours — 33 from Mayo, three from
Services, 11 from Jinnah, four from Kot Khwaja Shétospital, 24 from Ganga Ram, five from Said
Mitha Hospital and three from Munshi Hospital.Deaghas, so far, claimed 327 lives all over the
province during the current outbreak of the disegmtuding 283 in Lahore only, the report said.

PRCS announces winterised plan for 0.5m flood viatis
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Source: - Daily Times, Thatta
Date: - 13 November 2011

THATTA: The Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS)oanced a winterised relief plan for over 0.5
million Sindh flood victims that include provisioof food, blankets, healthcare facilities and clean
drinking water.The announcement was made by PRG&@&nson Sherry Rehman during her visit to the
flood affected areas on Saturday. She said thaitheof her visit was to get first hand informatiabout

the plight of the victims, especially during thenter and gear up the efforts to provide maximurieféd

the victims.Sherry said that despite efforts frdhsectors to help the victims, thousands are Iétilhg in
temporary shelters and it's high time to make coratefforts to meet the challenge and rehabilitage t
affected rains and floods victims at the shortestsible time.She said that families are still lgvim
temporary shelters, hemmed in by floodwater tha tuened into a breeding ground for water-borne
diseases. She appealed to the international conyntmnicome forward to help the victims of another
year’s flood that is worse than last year as mamyehbeen forced abandon their homes for the second
consecutive year and slow international responseplia thousands of lives at risk.Speaking about the
PRCS relief efforts, Sherry said there are 38 PR&$Es on ground active in assessment, distribution,
health and care provision and WATSAN services. dteti Disaster Response Trained six teams and one
Regional Disaster Response Trained Team are irhSind over 200 PRCS trained volunteers are also
supporting these teams.The PRCS chairperson saitPRCS has so far reached to some 33,356 families
with provision of food rations, while some 9,222t 5,130 stoves, 7,853 blankets, 6,428 hygietse ki
7,906 tarpaulin sheets, 5,932 kitchen sets, 2,60€pgg mats, 3,935 jerry cans, 8,021 mosquito, nets
1,940 insect repellent, 846 shawls have been bligedl. Sherry said that 11 Mobile Health Units amebT
BHUs are currently active in the affected areastsak so far treated 66,300 patients in 10 distrithe
major diseases being treated are skin disorderge aespiratory tract infection, diarrhoea and acut
gastroenteritis. Dengue and malaria have been nwtdae on the rise, though have not reached an
outbreak or epidemic levels.The PRCS also set upvater treatment plants for provision of clean
drinking water initially in affected districts ofdglin (4 units), Mirpurkhas (2 units), Benazirabddifits),
Khairpur (1 unit) and Sanghar (4 units). The plarsbeing run by 15 Water and Sanitation (WATSAN)
teams deployed by PRCS. These plants are prodabiogt 367,000 litres of water on daily basis ard 9.
M litres of water have been distributed to 86,00fbd-affected people so far. The chairperson also
distributed relief items among the victims besidascting the officials to redouble their efforts reach

the maximum number of the victims. PRCS Secretaye®al Dr Rizwan Naseer, Secretary Sindh Branch
Kanwar Waseem and others were also present orctiasion.

Road crash kills 25 in Thatta: police

Source: - Dawn News, Thatta
Date: - 14 November 2011

THATTA: Twenty-five people were killed and 17 otker

injured, eight of them critically, when a bus hitvan,

throwing it into a roadside ditch near the Wali

Mohammad Rind village on the National Highway here

on Sunday evening (13.11.2011), witnesses saidy The

said the accident took place between Gujjo andtahat

when the bus driver trying to overtake the van lost

control on the steering wheel and rammed into lite T

Badin-bound van fell into the ditch only to be dred by

the bus.All 22 passengers in the van, includinglitger

and cleaner, were Kkilled instantly. Three peopletiua

bus that was going to Shah Ageeq were also killech

bodies became entangled under the bus tyres araha ¢

was used to retrieve them.Most of the deceasechpetbto the Badin district. The deceased included
Vishnu, Abdul Ghaffar, Ghulam Mohammad Gadahi, Pré&tmand, Imdad Ali Bhambhro (Digri,
Mirpurkhas), Ms Hoor, Abdul Hafeez, Akbar Rind, AdsbKalmati, Ramzan Joyo and Munawar Ali
Channa.The injured, three children and four womaoray them, were identified as Ali Akbar, Hussain
Shah, Ismail, Abdul Ghafoor, Jeevan Kolhi, Sarvidameed Umrani and Ahmed.Some of the injured,

17



including Ms Aisha, Aijaz and Ismail Noonari, welaken to Karachi for their serious condition.DCO
Thatta Mohammad Jaffar Abbasi, who monitored tleewe work, confirmed the causalities. Ayaz Al
Shah Shirazi, a PML-Q MNA, visited the hospitabi@rsee the treatment being provided to the injured

Fire engulfs 20 shops of plastic market

Source: - Daily Times, Karachi
Date: - 14 November 2011

KARACHI: A fire sparked by short circuit engulfed laast 20 shops of a plastic market located aliSol
Bazaar in the remits of Soldier Bazar police statiere on Sunday.The flames broke out in shop Nb 3
CM Market and quickly engulfed nineteen shops leeftre fire fighters could dowse the flames.
Residents of the area said that initially threerlsels rushed to the scene but were unable to exshghe
fire because of its intensity. Subsequently, sixerfore tenders were called who dowsed the firénia
hours.Chief Fire Officer Ehtisham informed some fit8 tending vehicles took part in the operation,
managing to protect about 35 to 40 shops. Policktbat the blaze, erupted due to a short circuit.

Meanwhile Administrator Karachi Muhammad Hussaie®yisited the effected area and formed a three-
member committee to ascertain the loss and alsztdinl to speed up the maintenance and construction
work. He also announced compensation for the efteshopkeepers and appreciated the efforts of fire
fighters.

Pilot dies in PAF jet crash

Source: - The News, Attock
Date: - 14 November 2011

ATTOCK: A Pakistan Air Force (PAF) aircraft JF-1hdnder, crashed in Attock Distrct also killing its
pilot, Geo News, reported Monday.According to PAfoleesman, pilot Squadron Leader Muhammad
Hussain ejected successfully but the parachutediad open properly. There were no reports of damag
as the crash site is a mountainous region.Reseuesteeached the site soon after the incident verile
investigation board has been set up to investidpterash.

Sri Lanka

Dhamma education can control mental diseases

Source: - Daily News, Colombo
Date: - 8 November 2011

According to research carried out by the Natiomatitute of Mental Health, the number of individual
with mental diseases in the country could reacld@@O in the near future. Therefore the role of
Dhamma school teachers is very important to guil laelp people get over the stressful situation.
Dhamma school teachers could reduce this tensisondiety, Sri Lanka Foundation Institute Physiology
and Counselling lecturer Wasantha Pathiratna saite was addressing the leadership development
programme “Introduce good Qualities in Societyths Sri Lanka Foundation Institute on Sunday. The
Programme was organized by the Prime Minister'sc@fthe Sri Lanka Foundation Institute and the All
Ceylon Buddhist Congress. Due to the prevailingrage parents are occupied at work places keeping
their children for long hours confined to homessTlig fast spreading throughout the society. This
increases the number of children, with mental diseahe said.Children are the wealth of a couSoyme
parents punish their children for mischief whildats penalize their kids to get away from theidydai
stress. Even though parents are not cruel, theyvaiheir stressfull conditions get the better oérnth
Dhamma school teachers can use their skills to $iap parents. The Buddha controlled Angulimala and
Nalagiri with kind words. Words are very importattt control anybody. Nobody likes to live in
ignorance, she said.
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Japan provides Rs 9.4 m for rural development

Source: - Daily News, Colombo
Date: - 9 November 2011

The Japanese government has extended Rs 9.4 nofignant aid to the rural development project in
Ratnapura district to improve living standards tlylo livelihood assistance of residents of Balangauth
Pelmadulla Divisional Secretariat divisions. Undlee project water supply facilities will be imprale
roads will be reconstructed along with four waigp@y schemes and seven agro wells. This developmen
project will be implemented by the Sabaragamuwa @anity Development Foundation and around 400
families will benefit. The Japanese government peavided many financial grants to Sri Lanka since
1989. Around Rs.3,100 million had been granted ly dJapanese government under the GGP, said
Japanese Ambassador Nobuhito Hobo addressing dné signing ceremony for the new project held at
the Ambassador's residence yesterday. Grant ctsiti@ere signed between Japanese Ambassador
Nobuhito Hobo and Sabaragamuwa Community Developnt&undation Chairman Palitha Dias
Seneviwickrama.

Eye disease hits Colombo

Source: - The Island, Colombo
Date: - 9 November 2011

Health Authorities yesterday warned that an eyedtibn called viral conjunctivitis was spreadingtlire
Colombo city and advised people to take precautiongeasures to prevent it, health ministry sources
said.A spokesman for the ministry told The Islaast Inight that it would not reach epidemic projmorsi

but a considerable number of patients had repalady to the Colombo Eye hospital."Around 60 paitsen
who were suffering from viral conjunctivitis reped daily to the eye hospital," he said.The spokesma
said that they didn’t count the number of patiemt® went to other hospitals and clinics aroundditye

for treatment.Reddish eyes and pinkness, sweltegys, pain and discomfort are the symptoms of the
infection, he said.He warned, especially those wbe public transport system, not to touch theirseye
until they washed their hands after a journey."iftiection was mainly spread by touching infectedsy
and the swelling contaminates a non — infected'dyesaid. The spokesman said that this infectiandco
be cured within three to four days, but the peoplest be careful to maintain good practices if
infected.The disease could be spread to other syeakprecautions are not taken.

Australia supports to improve water and sanitationfacilities in rural schools

Source: - Daily News, Colombo
Date: - 12 November 2011

The Australian government yesterday announced 83smillion grant to support a new partnership
between the Education Ministry and UNICEF to previlfater Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) facilities
to over 250 remote schools. Schools that do not ls@eess to water, latrines, wash basins and te/gien
education will benefit through this project. "Ow&%$,000 children will benefit from this funding. Wil
help improve learning outcomes, and increase ateareland retention rates of children in those delioo
Australian High Commissioner in Sri Lanka Kathy Kioan said. "It will especially help support girls'
education as their attendance at school is paatigubffected by the lack of basic water faciliffes
Klugman said. "The financial support will be usedimprove the learning environment and quality of
education for children in Sri Lanka who do not haczess to the facilities they need to learn well,"
UNICEF Representative for Sri Lanka Reza Hossaiil. SThis project will support the government'sigoa
to uplift the WASH facilities in line with nationatandards for all schools by 2014. Over 3,000 sisho
have limited or no access to toilets, water anémiasic sanitation facilities.

Over 300 evacuated following landslide threat
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Three hundred and thirty two persons belongingltéa®ilies in the Kotabakma Grama Niladari Division
in the Haldummulla Divisional Secretariat Divisiomere evacuated to Miriyabedda Tamil Central
College following a landslide threat on ThursdawydBlla District Disaster Management Coordinating
Unit Assistant Director G M L Udaya Kumara told tBaily News yesterday. He said that the Badulla
DMC in coordination with the District SecretariatdaGrama Niladari officer is supplying cooked fdod
these families. He said that a scientist at theddat Building Research Organization has visitegl ahea
for further investigation. Kumara said that thisamwas identified in 2004 as unsafe and unsuitaile
housing, but 63 families have been residing in ptése. He said that 23 new houses are being caestt

at a safer location to relocate a section of tHasdlies. These families will be directed to theane
location shortly. He also said that improved weatitevailed in the area yesterday.
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