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Afghanistan

Afghanistan needs $1bn to fight drought
Source: Tolo News, Kabul
Date: 26 October 2011

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS

The Afghan Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and
Development said on Tuesday that more than 7
million people are facing drought and starvation
in the country.The Natural Resources and
Environment Committee of Afghan Parliament
said that more 90 per cent of rain-fed lands have
not had enough rain this year. Members of
Emergency Situations Committee have said that
if the situation is not dealt with properly, the
country will face migration, regional conflict,
animal deaths, and disease. "I call on the donors
and international community [to recognise] that
7.3 per cent of Afghan population is starving,"
o N . 'MW Jarullah  Mansoori, Minister for Rural
Rehabilitation and Development, said. "People etaeted to eat grass. Please tell us about youwt exa
plan? How much food do we have in each area?" Baafi, an MP from Badakhshan province, asked
the minister.The head of the Parliament's nat@sdurces committee, Obaidullah Ramin, confirmetl tha
this coming winter will be a difficult one for thessuffering drought. "Unfortunately, more than 3 p
cent of rain-fed lands have been destroyed duedwagtit,” Mr Ramin said. The Deputy Minister for Rura
Rehabilitation and Development also spoke aboubtbekage of roads in 23 provinces because of heavy
snow fall. "We have drought in 14 provinces and ertbian 2.6 per cent of Afghan people are vulnerable
Mohammad Daim Kakar, head of the disaster preventepartment, said. The natural resources
committee criticised the preparations of emergesittiations committee, calling them insufficient.

10 killed, 42 wounded in Bagram blasts
Source: PAN
Date: 27 October 2011

At least 10 people were killed and more than 4@sthvounded in two back-to-back oil tanker explosio
near the main US military base in central Parwawipce, officials said on yesterday. A magnet bomb,
attached to a fuel tanker, went off on the roadlitep to the Bagram Airfield late on Tuesday
(25/10/2011) evening, damaging the vehicle, theegoar's spokeswoman, Roshna Khalid, told Pajhwok
Afghan News.As residents gathered to collect fueinfthe tanker, a second explosion shook the area,
killing 10 civilians and injuring 42 others, shddsaadding the victims were taken to Panjsher Eerecy
Hospital, Parwan Civil Hospital and Bagram Clirtshe feared the death toll could go up, becauseaeve



wounded people were in critical condition. But Raulblealth Director Mohammad Qaseem Saeedi put the
toll at five dead and 45 injured. On the other haPdrwan Civil Hospital Director Dr. Abdul Khalil
Farhangi confirmed receiving three dead bodies3haounded people. Some of them are said to have
suffered serious burn injuries.A witness, Syed Multh said: "The first explosion was small. When the
people rushed to the site to take fuel, the secmmdb exploded, killing all of them." Without putjra
figure on the casualties, he said some nearby leshicere also damaged in the detonations. No ose ha
so far claimed responsibility for the attacks.Huwettdr of midwives have been trained, and accesssio ba
health care has increased with the constructionaye clinics built with foreign aid.

Badakhshan snowfall traps dozens of shepherds

Pajhwok Afghan News
Date: 31 October 2011

Heavy snowfall threatened the lives of dozens of
shepherds in the Arghanchkhwa district of remote
northeastern Badakhshan province, officials said on
yesterday.The herders have been trapped over tte pa
two days along with 3,000 cattle heads in the Aadar
i-Khanch Shewa area of the district, the Afghamista
Natural Disaster Management Authority director
said.Sanaullah Amiri told Pajhwok Afghan News the
shepherds and their herds had been unable to come o
because of the continuing snowfall. He said Baharak
district residents had started removing the snowt, b
they had sought help from the authorities.In the
meantime, Governor Abdul Rauf Rasekh said
provincial officials were making efforts to rescthe
snow-trapped individuals. Police chief, rural
development and public works departments had been
directed to rescue the affected people, he added.

Bangladesh -

$100m more aid for climate fund
Source: The New Nation, BSS, Dhaka
Date: 25 October 2011

Development partners have pledged another 100omilllS dollars fund for Bangladesh to build
resilience to the effects of climate change, Stéitgster for Environment and Forest Dr Hasan Mahmud
said on Sunday. The state minister said this whitdhanging views with members of Bangladesh Climate
Change Journalists Forum at his secretariat offieee yesterday afternoon.Earlier, the development
partners channeled 125 million US dollars to thedfiknown as Bangladesh Climate Changed Resilience
Fund established to face the impact of climate ghaReplying to a question, Dr Hasan said the World
Bank will provide technical support for implemerdat by government and ensure that due diligence
requirements is met. About Bangladesh Climate Chamyist Fund, he said, the fund is running in a
transparent way. In the last two fiscal years idirlg the current one, the allocation stands at Taka
1400crore. Of the amount, about Taka 350 croreblead allocated against 62projects of the Government
Ministry of Environment & Forest and other respeetiministries which are involved in implementing th
projects are working as observers and coordinatbite releasing the fund and its expenditures taxyl

in 100 per cent transparency and accountability, Hdsan said. In the upcoming Durban climate
conference, the State Minister said Bangladeshplaly a lead role to place demands of the countries
affected due to the impact of climate change. Baategh is getting extra importance from the worldafo
due to its effective roles in climate conferencasthe past, Dr Hasan Mahmud said adding that
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Bangladesh's demanding the Durban climate conferemmuld be placed with united efforts irrespective
of party affiliation. Describing the Mexico climatdange conference, the state minister said foomati
green climate find (GCF) was the highest achievénmethe meeting. He said, "Our demand is clear tha
balanced allocation from the GCF money should bsumd in mitigation and adaptation."All the
demands which are supposed to be placed befor®tnlean conference should be discussed at the
parliamentary standing committee meeting on thasimnof environment and forest, the State Minister
said. Welcoming all constructive criticism aboug ttlimate change relating issues, Dr Hasan sai& "W
are trying our best to work by involving all conged to face the impact of climate change."The state
minister urged all to vote for Sundarban to eléeisi one of the seven wonders. Forum president &aws
Rahman gave welcome address at the meeting alsesseéd by general secretary Motaher Hossain,
committee members Shontosh Sharma, Ruhul Amin Rushdladira Kirin spoke. The State Minister
gave a patient hearing to the forum leaders whoepla number of demands including media award and
fellowship for best report on climate change impearth year and training for journalists.

Germany to give € 11m as climate aid
Source: The Daily Star, UNB, Berlin
Date: 26 October 2011

Germany yesterday pledged to provide 10.9 milliaroeas grant to help Bangladesh implement climate
change adaptation and mitigation programmes. Geffregleral Minister for Economic Cooperation and
Development Dirk Niebel made the pledge while signa joint declaration of intent on '‘Cooperation in
the Field of Adaptation and Mitigation of Climateh&hge' at Hotel Adlon Kempinski here. Foreign
Minister Dipu Moni and Niebel signed the declaration behalf of their respective countries.The two
countries also signed another joint declarationnté#nt on 'Cooperation in the Field of Health'. Hea
Minister AFM Ruhal Haque and German ParliamentagteSSecretary for Health Annette Widmann
Mauz signed the declaration on behalf of their eeSpe countries. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
witnessed the signing of the two documents.AmbassadLarge M Ziauddin, PM's Principal Secretary
Sheikh Wahed Uz Zaman, Bangladesh Ambassador tm&wrMosud Mannan, German Ambassador to
Bangladesh Holger Michael and other high offict#lshe German government were present.

20 students fall sick after taking deworming tables
Source: The Financial Express, Natore UNB
Date: 26 October 2011

At least 20 students of Paikerdole Government Rsinszhool in Sadar Upazila fell ill after taking-de
worming tablet on yesterday. Of the sick, 15 stislevere admitted to Sadar hospital while the resk t
treatment locally. School authority said the stugddnok the de-worming tablets as part of a weektlo
de-worming campaign that has been launched achessduntry in a bid to get rid of worms in human
body.They felt discomfort in taking the tablet imding feeling of vomiting and giddiness. The mass-
illness spread panic among other students of theat@nd compelled the authority to announce cksur
of school. "Though the tablet has a little sidesefffout there is nothing to be worried," Dr Tul$iagbdra
Rai, acting RMO of sadar hospital said.

One killed, 27 injured in Rangamati road accident
Source: New Age, Our Correspondent, Rangamati
Date: 28 October 2011

A man was killed and 27 others were injured in@draccident at Manikchhari in Rangamati on yesterda
morning. The deceased was identified as Haradhan ®8a a businessman of Firingibazar in Chittagong
city. The police said that the accident took plat@bout 7:30am near Birsreshtha Munshi Abdur Rouf
intersection on Chittagong-Rangamati Road whendiiner of a bus named Paharaika Paribahan lost
control over steering, leaving Haradhan Das deadhenspot and injuring 27 others.The injured were
admitted to Rangamati General Hospital. Of theng 6wtically injured, Nazrul Islam, a school teache
and a student of Chittagong University, were sHifte Chittagong Medical College Hospital. SaifubAl
Choudhury, duty officer of Kotowali Police Statiasgid that no case had been filed.



Project for disaster reduction continues in Gaibantia
Source: The Financial Express, BSS, Gaibandha
Date: 30 October 2011

The activities of a project entitled "A Disastersitient Future: Mobilizing Communities and Institut

for Effective Risk Reduction Initiatives" have bemmtinuing in Gaibandha district since June, 201k
aim of the project is to involve the stakeholderghie activities, create awareness among the \alrer
community about disasters and help them build ep tlisaster preparedness to reduce the lossesf t¥
human beings and animals.SKS Foundation, a loganization, is implementing the project at Fulchhar
and Uria Unions of Fulchhari Upazila and Holdiaams of Saghata Upazila of the district with the
financial support of, European Commission HumaiataAid and Civil Protection. As part of the pradjec
works, SKS Foundation and Islamic Relief Worldwjdetly organized a workshop on how to reduce
disasters at the project command areas at the remieke room of deputy commissioner (DC) here on
October 26. DC M. Shahidul Islam addressed thetiomcas the chief guest and additional deputy
commissioner (Gen) M. Kamal Uddin Biswas and adddl police super M. Hemayetul Islam were
present as the special guests. With Gaibandha poayar M. Shamsul Alam in the chair, the workshop
was also addressed, among others, by district @dncafficer M. Azahar Ali, district primary edudah
officer Dilruba Begum, district information officebabiha Akter Lucky and programme manager of
Islamic Relief Worldwide Syed Shahnawaz Ali.DC Mahidul Islam said due to geophysical location
the country is very vulnerable to innumerable redtdisasters like tornado, cyclone, flood, rivevseon,
drought, cold wave, tidal bores and newly addethgaake. In this context, importance should be mive
on creating much awareness among the vulnerablencoiities to reduce the loss of human beings and
livestock including other properties during the umat calamities, he also said.Additional deputy
commissioner Kamal Uddin Biswas laid emphasis opediing disaster preparedness programmes
among the people and local resource mobilizaticatt@n the cherished goal for disaster risk redndn

the project areas through involving the local goveent bodies. Additional police super M. Hemayetul
Islam in his speech stressed the need for colleatifforts of all concerned for successful disaster
management to reduce the prevailing risks of theirahdisaster effectively.Earlier, project manager
Abdus Samad briefed the participants about theatlvactivities of the project being implemented at
Saghata and Fulchhari upazilas of the district presented the community based risk assessments
(CRASs) through for validation. Later, the partians elaborately discussed the CRAs collected frioen t
vulnerable groups in grass root levels through ogisnussions in the meetings and took initiatives f
their proper implementation to reduce disaster atsthe project command areas of the district. Mbag

50 districts and upazila level officials, publipresentatives, NGO activists and journalists pgdied in
the workshop.

US Government to fund construction of 100 cyclonehglters
Source: The Financial Express, FE Report
Date: 31 October 2011

The US government will fund a four year $40.5 ruilliproject to construct 100 multipurpose cyclone
shelters in the disaster-prone areas of Banglatteslugh US Agency for International Development
(USAID). These cyclone shelters will provide acenadation to 180,000 people during an emergency
and will serve as schools for approximately 18,000ils when not used as shelters, said a pressseele
Sunday.Each shelter will be equipped with a sepai@m with first aid facilities for pregnant women
toilets for men and women, and water supply faeslitwith rain water catchment reservoirs. The US
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) will implement tlpsoject, which is already in progress. Earlier
USAID programmes included the construction and teaiance of over 500 multi-purpose flood and
cyclone shelters as well as wave protection wallsl a&arthen embankments to reduce flood
damage.USAID has also built nearly 4,000 physidéibation structures such as roads and embankments,
has trained local disaster management committees/éosee emergency response, and has provided
cyclone-preparedness training programmes for coarstas.
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25 killed as bus plunges into gorge in HP
Source: DD News
Date: 25 October 2011

Himachal Pradesh

At least 25 passengers, including five women, widtied and more than 30 people injured when an oleaded Himachal
Road Transport Corporation (HRTC) bus rolled downgarge near Bilaspur on Monday evening.

Police said the toll was likely to go up. The aecidloccurred at 5.30pm when a bus that was headed f
Bandla village developed a snag 4 km from Bilagpum. In a hurry to reach home, stranded passengers
most of them Diwali shoppers, stopped another lmiisggto Bandla village and began boarding it. Since
the bus was already overloaded, some people cliratigd The bus, which was parked on the roadside,
began rolling backwards and fell into the gorgee Tdrtunate few who were still standing on the sidel
said they could hear nothing except screams. Miotims were from Bandla Gamna and Sera villages.
Bilaspur deputy commissioner Ritesh Chauhan an&&Rosh Patial rushed to the spot to supervise the
rescue work that was hampered as darkness descehodilances from Bilaspur and nearby places
rushed the injured to the civil hospital. Severtims were referred to Indira Gandhi Medical College
(IGMC) in Shimla in a serious condition. Chauhaidghe toll could go up as the rescue operation was
still on. The HRTC authorities said that 40 passesgvere travelling in the bus but eyewitnesseas thes

bus was already overloaded when more people thietbiog it.

Sikkim offers Rs.1 lakh to bridge tragedy victims
Source: DD News
Date: 25 October 2011

Sikkim Chief Minister Pawan Kumar Chamling annouhc& Monday that financial assistance of Rs. 1
lakh will be given to the next of kin of those wkieed and Rs. 25,000 to those injured in the bridge
collapse at Bijanbari in Darjeeling district. Mrh@nling made the announcement shortly after hisadrr

at Bagdogra airport from New Delhi. West Bengalefiinister Mamata Banerjee, on her way back to
Kolkata after a visit to Darjeeling, was also presat the airport on Sunday, a day after the traged
Bijanbari. The two leaders met briefly at the aitpd@he Sikkim government is with the grief-stricke
people of Bijanbari, Mr. Chamling said. The deatii in the tragedy remains at 32, according to
Darjeeling District Magistrate Saumitra Mohan. Mdhen a hundred were injured but several have been
discharged from the different hospitals in therdistwhere they had been admitted, he télee Hindu
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The State's Public Works Department, meanwhildofiohg an instruction from the Chief Minister, has
started an inspection of the conditions of thede&lin those parts of north Bengal affected bytrémmors
caused by the devastating earthquake on Septen@béhnal had its epicentre near the Sikkim-Nepal
border. This comes in the wake of reports thatttkenor may have resulted in the weakening of the
bridge at Bijanbari. The State's Irrigation Minrséend senior Congress leader, Manas Bhunia, visited
North Bengal Medical College Hospital as well as thstrict hospital in Darjeeling where most of the
injured are admitted. “I have come to Darjeelingdem instructions from the All India Congress
Committee,” Dr. Bhunia said. Countering criticism leaders of the Gorkha Janamukti Morcha (GJM)
that the previous Left Front governments in theeStead failed to carry out maintenance work of the
bridge that collapsed, the former Minister for UrbBevelopment, Ashok Bhattacharya, who will be
visiting Bijanbari on Tuesday, said the Darjeel@grkha Hill Council (DGHC) was responsible for not
ensuring the upkeep of the bridge over the pastyfears. He also blamed the GJM leadership for not
taking any measure to keep people, who had condexgBijanbari to attend a function organised k& th
party, to stay away from the wooden footbridge.féisthe Chief Minister's visit to the district, \was
nothing but a “populist” move. “She decided aghinsiting Bijanbari as she would have to face itlee

of the people there for the administration's falto control the crowd there resulting in the tdygéMr.
Bhattacharya alleged.

Fire in Hauz Khas
Source: Press Trust of India
Date: 27 October 2011

New Delhi: In Hauz Khas, a restaurant caught firéhie main market area on Wednesday and 10 to 12
fire tenders were sent to control it. Fire fighterghe national capital attended over 20 calls Wésday
night about fire related incidents from acrossdity as Delhiites celebrated Diwali bursting craskd he

fire brigade got calls from almost all parts of ttigy but almost all of them turned out to be minor
incidents. "We received a call from Hauz Khas auad 6.25 pm. The fire workers are working to cointr
it," said an official this evening. In the 20 hodrsm midnight last till 8 pm this evening, firegfiters
received 85 calls on fire-related incidents. Betw&eD0 pm and 8.00 pm this evening, around 22 calls
were received by the fire offices. Last Diwaligfibrigade had received 211 calls while the numkses w
267 calls in 2009. In 2008, the figure was 270 5@ in 2007. The fire brigade had deployed firelazs

in markets which do not have fire stations neathjnety-nine per cent of our personnel were on duty
Diwali day," said the official.

Nine dengue cases reported in Medak
Source: The Hindu
Date: 28 October 2011

In view of the outbreak of suspected dengue feirethe neighbouring districts, the administraticren

has been gearing itself with precautionary meashyetaking up a sanitation drive and following the
necessary protocols before declaring a patientffasted by the fever. Serum is being collected from
patients based on symptoms like high fever, sehesdache, body pains and not responding to the
antibiotics and sending it for testing. Patients laging declared as dengue affected only aftesdaheple

was tested and re-confirmed by Institute of Pravenkedicine (IPM) at Hyderabad. According to T.
Geeta Prasadini, Additional Director for Diseas&t@a Programme and nodal officer for Medak digfric
samples have been collected from 165 patients exedwere confirmed as dengue positive. However, one
lakh samples of different fevers were collectedrirthe patients and tested for malaria parasite.ddut
these samples, 52 cases were found as malariavpasftile remaining others are related to differenal
fevers. District Medical and Health Officer C. Rangeddy stated that even the nine cases, repoded f
Aminpur in Ramachandrapuram mandal, were not nédwe. gatients were under treatment and seemed to
have got affected when they visited Hyderabad. Hie $Sambusia fish is being released in water
stagnating points. However, many private hospitat®wns were not admitting suspected dengue cases.
“The patient's condition may go out of control vitlsix hours and we do not have hourly supervisory
mechanism or the equipment,” said a private piaogt.



Panic over fire in Ongole bus station; no casualtge
Source: THE HINDU
Date: 28 October 2011

Ongole: Panic gripped passengers at the bus statienwhen a cooking gas cylinder leaked and

caused a fire in a fast food centre on Thursdayningr Superintendent of Police K. Raghuram Reddy
said the fire broke out in a confined eatery indf@vded bus station in the morning.

Fire controlled

The flames were immediately doused by fire serpeesonnel much to the relief of passengers retgrnin
for work after Deepavali festivities. Police andefiservice personnel conducted a joint inspectioallo
the shops in the bus station to ensure that thiegrado fire safety norms, Dr. Reddy said.

17 houses destroyed

A report from Vizianagaram said fire caused by aeyi crackers damaged 17 houses rendering an
equal number of families homeless in the distritMéednesday. According to fire officials, three besl
each at Kumili and Gajularega and four at Jonnaealeillage in Vizianagaram mandal, four at
Poosapatirega, two houses at Garbham and one #&gilein Cheepurupalli mandal were destroyed in
separate fire accidents. According to the poliberé were no casualties. The district administnatias
extended succor to the fire victims who lost adlittbelongings.

Seven killed in road accident
Source: The Hindu
Date: 29 October 2011

Seven persons, including a woman, were killed &neetothers were injured in a ghastly road accident
Gandlapet in Morthad mandal on National Highway-d Friday morning. The deceased were identified
as Shyamsundar Lohia (45), Dwaraka Sarada (45)jkSbpn Sarada (43), Om Prakash Sarada (45),
Jamnabhai Bajaj (60), Srinivas Rao Hanmanth Raod@ha21) and Manchala Murali (23). Shyam
Sundar belonged to Nizamabad and Murali hailed fkdonthad, while the rest were from Dharmabad in
Nanded district of Maharashtra. They were goinglanchiryal in Adilabad district to attend the fuaker

of their relative. The accident occurred when thaal@ in which they were travelling skidded and
overturned as one of its tyres punctured. The di8ranivas while trying to control the vehicle, rarad

into a motorbike resulting in severe injuries tatpersons travelling on the bike. The conditiomMuirali

is stated to be critical and was shifted to HydadaliHowever, he died at the hospital while undergoi
treatment in the evening. All the six persons diedthe spot as their four-wheeler hit the bike and
somersaulted into the air. The victims who weredfprain traders at Dharmabad agriculture marketyard
while crossing this town picked up their relativey@msundar Lohia. The injured were admitted to
Government Hospital at Armoor.

22 killed in road accident in Gujarat
Source: The Hindu
Date: 29 October 2011

Ahmedabad: Twenty-two persons were killed and arofi persons were injured after a tractor and a
truck collided near Godhra in central Gujarat earyFriday. The police said that about 50 peopenfr
Malkut village in Devgadh-Baria taluka in the Paactahals district were travelling by a tractor on a
pilgrimage to Dakor for “darshan” of Lord Krishna ¢he occasion of the Hindu Vikram Samvat New
Year. On their return journey, a truck coming fr@odhra and going towards Ahmedabad collided with
the tractor killing 15 people on the spot while esevothers died later in the hospital. The 21 irgure
persons have been admitted to the hospital. Whéetriactor driver was among those killed, the truck
driver is absconding, the police said.

Tremor takes two lives in North Sikkim
Source: The Hindu
Date: 30 October 2011

Low-intensity tremors, which continued to rock to8ikkim one and a half months after a 6.8 magseitud
earthquake devastated the region, have killed teaple at Dzongu which had borne the brunt of the
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September 18 calamity. The tremor measuring 3.therRichter Scale killed an 85-year-old resident of
Nung village and a 27-year-old man hailing from ddem Basti in the region on Saturday morning,
delayed reports said. Police sources said the 86¢ld was trying to escape from his house whick wa
violently shaking when the temblor struck at aro8180 a.m. Medical reports said his death was
triggered by a heart attack after he slipped doken dtairs. Another casualty was a 27-year-old man,
Sonam Wangyal Lepcha, from Lingdem Basti who diitdr &he fell down from the Lingdim Bridge at
Dzongu. Chief Minister Pawan Chamling visited tffected area today and met the affected families. H
distributed Rs. one lakh each to the families agratia.

Arunachal bridge collapse: Massive search continueg®r missing persons
Source: newsonair
Date: 31 October 2011

Massive search continues for the missing 14 persdms had fallen into the Kameng river after a
ropeway bridge collapsed at Seppa in north-wegkeanachal Pradesh on Saturday evening. Four deaths
have been officially confirmed so far. The localip®, paramilitary forces, army divers and locabple

are carrying out the search at specified locatitdsanwhile, the Arunachal government has announced
an ex-gratia of one lakh rupees each to the fasniifehose killed and 25,000 rupees to those idjurek
Sabha MP from the state, Takam Sanjoy has alsouaced similar amounts of ex-gratia from his MP
local area development fund.

Encephalitis claims lives of 40 children in Mahraj@nj

Source: DD News
Date: 31 October 2011

Forty children have died due to encephalitis in Mghanj district of UP in the last two months, tibal
officials said on Monday. "Since September, 230ephalitis patients were admitted for treatment, of
which 40 children died, while 55 children are dbdling treated in the Nehru Chikitsalya of BRD Muadli
College, Gorakhpur. The rest have been dischargedffitional Director, Health, Devaker Prasad said.
Since January, 183 cases of Japanese Encephaltsdome to light while the rest were that of viral
encephalitis caused by an unknown virus, he sagdsaid the state government had undertaken a reassiv
vaccination drive against the disease.

Maldives

Adaaran Resorts, Maldives Focus on Environmental Maagement Systems

Source: Miadhu News
Date: 28 October 2011



Adaaran Resorts, Maldives successfully concluded a
seminar on Environmental Management Systems (EMS)
on the island resorts of Meedhupparu, Rannalhi,0dad
and Hudhuranfushi.Implemented under the initiatioés
Mr. Upul Peiris, Chief Operating Officer (COO),
Adaaran Resorts, this proactive environmental
management project ensures that environmental gmogyr
are managed in a comprehensive, systematic, plaamd
documented manner guaranteeing that Adaaran’sypolic
on environmental protection is always adhered
to.Environmental Protection, being a priority atafdan
resorts meant that despite all the resorts enjofuriy

- - occupancy, over 70 % of the staff participated hie t
EMS seminar. The seminar also saw an additiona@oBdmunity members from the islands of Meedhoo,
Kinolhas and Fainu of Raa Attol who accepted thétation to participate. Conducted by Ravi De Sijlva
Consultant, Environmental Sustainability, Aitkene8pe Group of Companies, the seminar featured
simple and easy to understand presentations thietduced staff and community members alike to
changes in facilities and practices that minimize impact of the organization on the natural ardaso
environment. Overall, participants were enlighterad the best approaches to achieving long term
sustainability in social, environmental and ecormagvelopment as well as ways to improve efficiency
and effectiveness thereby delivering better prddiigiSpeaking to Miadhu Daily Upul Peiris, COO,
Adaaran said “We at Adaaran are extremely happadilitate this seminar for our staff and community
members from Meedho, Kinolhas and Fainu. The coniijmumembers found it most useful and have
even requested that we conduct the seminar onrdgepective islands in the future. The seminaufeat
many useful techniques on waste collection anddahgcling mechanism which will contribute greaity t
the Maldives goal of becoming the world’s first loan free country by 2020. He also conveyed special
thanks to Usman Qasim— Restaurant Manager Watéas\Vwho served as Dhivehi translator, Salih
Hassan General Manager (GM) Operations, Mr.MohaMalldy GM Administration and the GM's of
the Adaaran Resort chain Asim Mohamed, MohamedaAll Moosa Didi for their tireless efforts that
ensured the success of this initiative.”
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Fire breaks out at Bharatpur Telecom Office
Source: - The Himalayan Times, Chitwan
Date: - 25 October 2011

CHITWAN: A massive fire broke out at the Nepal
Telecom Office, Bharatpur Branch at around 8 am on
Monday.A spark from a short circuit has been
blamed for igniting the inferno, according to
Bhuvaneshwor Sharma, Engineer at the office.
However, the actual loss caused by the fire has not
been ascertained yet.Sharma further said that, the
telephone services at the district might be digdpt
as the battery backup will work only for four hours
The main power supply room of the office has been
damaged due to the fire. Security personnel aral loc

- : residents took the fire under control at arounds8.4
thls morning. Further investigation into the incitles underway, according to the police.




Rs 345.73 m Indian assistance

Source: - Republica News, Kathmandu
Date: - 26 October 2011

KATHMANDU : India on Wednesday provided Rs 345.73 millionNepal for the construction of
embankments along Lalbakeya, Bagmati and Kamat&sivndian Ambassador to Nepal Jayant Prasad
handed over a check worth Rs 345.73 million to St for Irrigation Mahendra Prasad Yadav on
Wednesday, according to a statement issued by nndiabassy.The embankment projects are being
undertaken in accordance with the decision of ttalNepal Joint Committee on Inundation and Flood
Management (JCIFM). The southern neighbor has@jrpeovided assistance worth Rs 2,369.08 million
to the project, said the statement. Meanwhile dridis also pledged a grant assistance of NRs.2R&mmi
for flood protection works along Gagan, Trijugakhandei, Sunsari, Kankai and Kaligandaki rivers in
Nepal.

Blaze caused by Deepawali candle destroys house
Source: - Nepal News, Raipur VDC, Tanahun
Date: - 29 October 2011

Property worth Rs. 500,000 was gutted when a fidedlenly broke out Wednesday in the house of Tobir
Gurung at Buchakhani of remote Raipur VDC-2 of Tamadistrict. The mud house with thatched roof
was reduced to ashes, said the Area Police Offim&d.Rs. 58,000 in cash and gold and clothes were
destroyed said the family.The fire started fronaadie lit for Deepawali, but no human loss was edus
The family is taking shelter at the neighbour’s.

Quake victims’ wait for relief not over
Source: - Kantipur News, Bhojpur
Date: - 29 October 2011

BHOJPUR- The earthquake victims in Chhangre VD®Bojpur, have accused the local mechanism
formed to monitor and inspect damages caused bgubke on September 18 of being apathetic towards
their concerns. Thirty-seven villagers, who subedthapplications at the District Administration Q#i
(DAO) seeking compensation, said the authoritiesgagsd to inspect damages did not carry out their
duties in the VDC. They said that they urged theCviD collect the data on damages by the quaketpbut
no avail. “Most of us are facing risk as our housage developed cracks and are likely to collapdes”
villagers lamented. According to Nepal Red Crossi€&y, 788 houses and 111 government buildings
were destroyed in the earthquake. Eight people wigueed in the disaster. Acting CDO Mekh Bahadur
Mangarati said Rs 2.7 million was allocated for tirtims and VDC secretaries were directed to cblle
data on damages and distribute relief. He addadtbaffice is yet to receive details about thendges.

Property worth Rs. 3m gutted by fire
Source: - Kantipur News, Kathmandu
Date: - 30 October 2011

KATHMANDU , OCT 30 - Property worth around Rs. 3lloin was gutted in fire when Falkun Kastha
Udhyog (furniture industry) situated at SatungafXathmandu district caught fire around 11:00 &iis t
morning due to electric short circuit. A generatovp machines used for cutting timber, five motas,
cup-board, a bed, two rolls of clothes, and 750icctdet of various timbers were destroyed by the, fi
informed proprietor of the industry, Indra Bam. Aoding to Sub-Inspector of the Metropolitan Police
Sector, Balambu, Birendra Juhari, police persoriirel,engine and locals brought the fire under cant
The fire did not cause heavy losses as localsc@giersonnel and fire engine brought the fire under
control immediately, Juhari informed.
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Fire destroys properties worth million in Kavre
Source: - Kantipur News, Kavre
Date: - 30 October 2011

KAVRE, OCT 30 - Properties worth Rs. 1m has beetteguwhen a fire broke out in a five-storey house
of Rajaram Makaju in Dhulikhl-6, Kavre district Baturday night. The fire that broke out at the uppe
floor of the house was taken under control by tiet jeffort of locals, Bhaktapur fire engine andséty
personnel. Police has been investigating intortbilent, Police Chief Surendra Prasad Mainali said.

VALLEY WATER WOES: High time for rainwater harvesti ng
Source: - Kantipur News, Kathmandu
Date: - 31 October 2011

KATHMANDU, OCT 31 - It's a perennial bitter pill

to swallow for Kathmanduties. Kathmandu Valley,
which has an average annual rainfall nearly double
than the world's, is still going thirsty. The prase
average water supply of 119.2 million litres a day
the valley has forced people to take up extreme
measures to ease their water woes. Deep tube wells,
boring facilities, hand pumps and wells can be
found elsewhere, leading to the fast depletion of
ground water table. Kathmandu Upatyaka
Khanepani Limited (KUKL), the sole body
responsible for water supply, is struggling hardreet the daily water demand of 320 million litres.
recent times, local residents seems to have slaaken up to the harrowing situation of water supgsy
they are acting according to the need of the hduNyakha Chuke Tole, Lalitpur, 250 households have
launched a campaign on their own to replenish awiibeneath their households. This effort is hglpin
them to enjoy regular supply of water and theiratefency on KUKL is slowly decreasing. Earlier,
Lalitpur Sub-Metropolitan City (LSMC) and Kathmandielley Water Supply Management Board
(KVWSMB) had launched a rainwater harvesting progre to replenish the underground aquifers to
support 20 different committees in Lalitpur in 200heir efforts were complemented by Centre for
Integrated Urban Development (CIUD), UN Habitat diek Bottlers Nepal Ltd. Water resources experts
are also all praise the this novel idea. Ajay Digitenowned expert, said if efforts like this eaeried on

a large scale water woes will come to an end. Viehlaeen harvesting rainwater for the last 10 yaars
use the harvested water for my domestic and offsee There are many others in Kathmandu who do the
same.” “In Panchkhal of Kavre, many households éstrwater too. It will partially fulfill water needf

this drive is carried out in earnest future willldhdnope for us.” A research conducted by D Gyawali
2001 says the water problem of Kathmandu Valley larsolved to a great extent even if only three
percent of rainwater is harvested. Kathmandu Vadlegually receives 1,500 millilitre rainfall. “Eveh
half of the water evaporates and percolates doesuinface, we can still fulfil our needs by hariressix
percent of the remaining 150 ml,” he said. Theeesaime people who have resorted to rooftop hangesti
A household (of five members) with 800 square nsetdrrooftop area can collect about 50 percent of
annual household water needs based on the rakdigiimandu receives annually, according to another
research by Dixit in 2002. Efforts made to harvestwater and recharge groundwater have been timite
so far. Kathmandu Valley Water Supply ManagemerarBdKVWSMB), the water supply regulatory
body, says it has been unable to come up withtresiginted programmes. “The situation is pitifuAid
Hari Prasad Dhakal, executive director of KVWSMB.h& regulatory body is resource strapped and
whatever technical knowledge we have about ourwveaterces, including groundwater, is not sufficient
However, the private stakeholders are not in atijposio buy the board’s silence. “If we were cagabf
doing something, we would have implemented larggesprogrammes. Individual households and small
communities can only take up small initiatives esaundwater recharge and water harvesting,” said.Dix
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Pakistan

UN-HABITAT to ensure 33,000 shelters for flood-hitvictims
Source: - Dawn News, Islamabad
Date: - 25 October 2011

ISLAMABAD: United Nations Agency for Human
Settlement (UN-HABITAT) will provide 33,000
shelters to address the growing housing problems of
flood victims in Pakistan.The agency took up the
challenge during last year's flood and developed
technical housing guidelines and this year too, is
committed to help the people in need and ensure
better housing for them.A UN-HABITAT official on
Tuesday said basic community infrastructure
requirements will be addressed to promote
sustainable rehabilitation at a community level.The
official said that communities will be encouraged t
take part in the rehabilitation process.He said UN-
HABITAT is currently providing technical
assistance to UNHCR funded shelter project beirgpabed by six implementing partners.The official
said in an emergency response phase UN-HABITATyaat constructed almost 5,000 shelters with the
support of government of Japan under PakistaneBsdtit Flood Recovery Project.The agency is now
supporting 422 villages in 20 districts along Peliismain rivers, the construction of 30,000 housing
units, around 2,420 water and sanitation schem280Xommunity facilities in villages and rehalaition

of more than 36,770 households.The UN-HABITAT soa¢éngaged in Jacobabad to help 64 villages.

Dengue kills five more in Lahore
Source: - The News, Lahore
Date: - 25 October 2011

Another five lives were claimed by dengue on Mondegth the death count reaching 303 in the
provincial metropolis. With the winter season rouhd corner, the epidemic has not yet been cordaine
According to details obtained through independemirces from different hospitals of Lahore, four
patients - including Muhammad Ashraf, 85, a resid#nTownship; Rizwan, 22, a resident of Kasur;
Muhammad Khalid, 34, a resident of Kot Lakhpat; Moimad Umer, a resident of Sheikhupura - died
due to dengue fever in Jinnah Hospital. Ibrar, 28sident of Badami Bagh, succumbed to the fever i
Mayo Hospital on Monday. Besides, as many as 24i#rpa were tested dengue fever positive on
Monday, taking the tally of patients to 30,060 &hbore alone.As many as 29 patients were testeti@osi

in Mayo Hospital, 20 in Children’s Hospital, 13Jmnah Hospital, 28 in Sir Ganga Ram Hospital,r23 i
Services Hospital, 12 in Lahore General Hospitdljrll Shaikh Zayed Hospital, 21 in Institute of Rabl
Health and another 84 in different public and pevhospitals, laboratories and clinics in the pmoial
metropolis.Meanwhile, the Health Department condideight deaths - including six deaths from Lahore
- due to Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever (DHF) duringléis¢ 24 hours, which brought total figure of deaths
to 276 in Punjab and 244 in Lahore.According toliealth Department’s report released on Monday, the
total number of dengue patients reported in Pufifadn January 2011 to-date has reached 18,950,fout o
which over 16,094 were diagnosed in Lahore aloreemany as 266 new dengue fever cases have been
found in Punjab, out of which at least 201 fresbesawere reported in Lahore during the last 24hAtr
present 1,168 dengue patients were under treatimelifferent hospital of Punjab out of which 913ree
admitted in different hospitals of Lahore. Besidas,many as 18,669 dengue patients were cured and
discharged from the hospitals in Punjab includibgB&7 from different hospitals of Lahore so far.iDgr

the last 24 hours, says the Health Department,ta tf 216 dengue patients recovered and were
discharged from various hospitals of Lahore. Actwdo the report, 89 patients were discharged from
Mayo Hospital, 12 from Lahore General Hospital,esefrom Government Said Mitha Hosptial, 23 from

12



Services Hospital, 32 from Jinnah Hospital, twarir&ot Khawaja Saeed Hospital, whereas 51 patients
were discharged from Sir Ganga Ram Hospital. Capéciilding: The Health department has decided to
enhance the capacity of private practitioners adilff physicians regarding dengue and a training
programme in all medical colleges of Lahore woutdskarted from October 26 (tomorrow) in this regard
The decision was taken at a meeting presided oydPumjab Health secretary Mohammad Jehanzeb
Khan, says a handout issued here on Monday. Pailscid Allama Igbal Medical College, Fatima Jinnah
Medical College, PGMI, SIMS, IPH, Institute of GhiHealth and the King Edward Medical University
VC, the commissioner, the CCPO and the DCO of Lahadditional secretary Information & Culture
Department, the president of Family Physicians @ederal Practitioners Association and senior office
of the Health Department also attended the medtirgmeeting decided that, on October 25, Tuesday,
consultative meetings would be organized at logatll in different areas of Lahore during which fgmi
physicians and general practitioners would be méxd regarding the training schedule. The senior
doctors of teaching hospitals would also deliveani@mess lectures on dengue. The meeting decided tha
training programme would also be held at all mddicdieges of Lahore and private practitioners wdoul
be free to choose nearby medical colleges for tit@ming according to their convenience. For the
purpose, they would get registered their namesxduronsultative meetings. The Health secretarylewhi
addressing the meeting, said that the main obdtv holding training programme for GPs and family
physicians was to enhance their professional chjyaénd capacity building for the treatment of der
patients at local level, and to advise them thatgatients with the symptoms of hemorrhagic fevastm
immediately be referred to any secondary or tertt@re hospital so that precious human lives cbeld
saved by providing timely medical care.Jehanzebnkdwd that, under dengue control regulations, 2011
it was mandatory for every doctor to get the tragniHe said that, on the completion of dengue itngin
the Health department would issue a certificat@ltthe doctors participating in the programs.

PAKISTAN: Sindh flood victims lack shelter as winte approaches
Source: - IRIN NEWS, Karachi
Date: - 26 October 2011

KARACHI, 26 October 2011 (IRIN) - Temperatures
in the southern Pakistani province of Sindh’s Badin
District, the area worst affected by floods which
began in August, are still warm, though tens of
thousands of people without adequate shelter are
beginning to feel chilly at night. “At this time of
year, the winds begin to blow from the north rather
than the south, and it starts to feel colder ahinig
especially for all of us sleeping outdoors, witheha

a sheet to cover us,” said Salim Chandio, 60, addin
“All my three grandchildren have fever and coughs,
and we are worried things will get worse if they
don’t get shelter.” Amina Hasan, a general pramigr who works in the town of Badin, told IRIN:
“Acute respiratory tract infections are always alpem among children living in cramped, crowded
conditions - and things could worsen rapidly asvtleather cools further in November.” According he t
International Organization of Migration (IOM), whica few days ago received a new consignment of
shelter kits, blankets and other equipment to kelpe 15,000 families in Sindh, such supplies adtyba
needed. “This shipment is particularly welcome tasomes at a time when our emergency stocks are
nearly exhausted. Thousands of families still need help and winter is fast approaching,” said IOM
Pakistan emergency operations manager Tya Maskua fmess release. According to the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), as of 25 (o 8,978,665 people have been affected by
floods in Sindh; 462 people have been killed; 538,6ouses have been completely destroyed and more
than 900,000 damaged. Sindh’s population is estichat 35 million. NDMA said 917 relief camps are
currently operating, but that more help was reglire

“Very bleak” international response

Saleem Rehmat, a public information officer wittMQOwhich is leading the emergency shelter cluster f
flood victims, told IRIN: “The international donaresponse to the funding appeal by UN and the
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humanitarian partners with regard to the 2011 flmodery bleak. With winter approaching fast, peopl
will be requiring much-needed winterization matkeniat only to provide them with shelter, protectimmd
privacy, but also to save them from possible dise&s which they might be vulnerable in the abseice
support.” He said IOM urgently required US$18 mitlito continue providing shelter and other housghol
items to flood affected people in Sindh, as itastfrunning out of contingency stocks. Other ageEnci
agree people need more help. “There are still np@ople managing almost entirely on their own, and
just living under canvas sheets,” Nazir Hussainplnteer for the charitable Edhi Foundation, said
Badin. “Donations from local people have not beenggous this time, perhaps because they are so hard
hit by inflation themselves.” The UN appeal in Sapber for US$357 million to fund the Pakistan
emergency has, according to the media, had a \@oyipternational response. The funding shortfalf h
been discussed in the National Assembly and at @iblgical forums. “We can’t understand why no one
will help us. Some rice has been handed out, buihilonger term we have no idea how to manade. Al
our livestock are lost, and our crops washed awsgid Marvi Bibi, 25, who sleeps in the open wiir h
three-week-old baby girl.

Five more succumb to dengue
Source: - The News, Lahore
Date: - 27 October 2011

Five more lives lost to the dengue fever on Wedagstringing death count to 309 in the provincial
metropolis. According to details obtained througtiependent sources from different hospitals of kaho
two patients - Hafiz-ur-Rehman, 17, a residentludidbagh, and Waseem, 13, a resident of Chah Miran -
died of dengue in Mayo Hospital whereas two pasierffazal Masih, 55, a resident of Mian Mir Colony,
and Mobeen Qasim, 26, a resident of Rehman Punactsbed to the disease in Shaikh Zayed Hospital.
Similarly, Inayatullah, 75, a resident of Nishatl@vt, could not survive the epidemic in Combined
Military Hospital (CMH) on Wednesday. As many as3Zdatients were tested dengue fever positive on
Wednesday, taking the tally of patients to 30,512.@ahore alone.As many as 32 patients were tested
positive in Mayo Hospital; 14 in Children’s Hospjt27 in Jinnah Hospital; nine in Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital; 20 in Services Hospital; 10 in Lahore &mh Hospital; 19 in Shaikh Zayed Hospital; six in
Institute of Public Health; and another 76 in diiet public and private hospitals, laboratories @imics

in the provincial metropolis.Meanwhile, the Healltepartment confirmed four deaths due to Dengue
Hemorrhagic Fever (DHF) during the last 24 hoursictv brought total figure of deaths to 281 in Pbnja
and 248 in Lahore. The four officially-confirmedadles included: Hafiz-ur-Rehman and Waseem (they
dies at Mayo Hospital) and Fazal Masih and a fempateent, Mobeen Qasim (they breathed their last at
Shaikh Zayed Hospital).According to the departreergport released on Wednesday, the total number of
dengue patients reported in Punjab from Januari 20Hate reached 19,304, out of which over 16,331
were diagnosed in Lahore alone. As many as 185dewue fever cases were found in Punjab, out of
which, at least, 100 fresh cases were reporte@hoie during the last 24 hours. At present, 1,¥@de
patients are under treatment in different hosmfaPunjab, out of which 834 are admitted to various
hospitals of Lahore. Besides, as many as 19,018ugepatients recovered and were discharged from the
hospitals in Punjab, including 16,227 from differbospitals of Lahore.

US CG visits flood-hit areas, distributes relief iems
Source: - Daily Times, Karachi
Date: - 27 October 2011

KARACHI: US Consul General (CG) in Karachi WilliaMartin on Wednesday
visited flood-affected district of Tando Allahyanda distributed relief items.
Martin while addressing the affected people asstoeédmericans care about the
plight of the Pakistani people and said that theddS8ernment was responding
generously to the flood-hit people. He said tha Wnited States Agency for
International Development (USAID) was coordinatiwith their relief efforts.
American disaster experts have also been reachkst®ta He said that he
pleased to join the officials of the Internatio@alganisation for Migration (IOM)
and the District Coordination Office Tando Allahyarho were providing critical
support to the flood victims. On the occasion hariiuted shelter kits and non-
food items for families displaced from their honigsflooding. It is pertinent to
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mention here that UASAID and IOM were engaged iovimion of food, medical attention, and drinking
water facilities for flood-affected people of Sindhhey provided mobile health clinics, and launched
water, sanitation, and hygiene programmes.

Disaster control: Legislation on school safety denmaled
Source: - The Express Tribune, Gilgit
Date: - 27 October 2011

GILGIT: The majority of schools in Gilgit-Baltista(G-B) are vulnerable to natural disasters due to
negligence in site selection, design deficiencied asage of substandard materials.This was said by
experts during a session on school safety strabegyy by G-B Directorate of Education and Focus
Humanitarian Assistance Pakistan — an agency of Aga Khan Development Network on
Tuesday.School Safety Programme Coordinator Zulfi§h said that the safety strategy gave a
comprehensive analysis on current safety statuschbols in all seven districts of the region and
recommends short-term and long-term solutions suengreater safety of schools located in the kazar
prone mountainous region. He added that the lawmadteould pass legislation on the issue and give
legal status to the strategy after necessary rewietv consultations.Disaster Risk Reduction Manager
Salman Shah said that the school safety strategyopes updating and enriching the school curriculum
adding that regular trainings for school communmity have far-reaching implications in safety ohsols

in G-B.The participants said May 16 should be mdrke the Annual School Safety Day.

Thousands still in flood-hit Sindh perils
Source: - Pakistan Observer, Karachi
Date: - 27 October 2011

Karachi—As many as 8.9 million people in 23 digsiof Sindh are reeling from the monsoon rains,
according to official figures of the National DisaisManagement Authority (NDMA). According to a
news release issued by the International Commifethe Red Cross (ICRC), approximately 340,000
people remain in more than 1,100 camps or are bleasged by local residents.“With no sustainable
recovery in sight so far, people ultimately haveely on humanitarian aid to survive. For manyham,
there is very little chance of being able to getfihod and clean water they need on their owng Baiter
Lick, head of the ICRC sub-delegation in KaraclBothe people are still without shelter. Basic heaitti
hygiene are also concerns as floodwaters stagnateeede. Most people had not recovered from last
year's devastating floods before disaster strueiratfis the crisis spread across the south of thauy,

the Pakistan Red Crescent Society, working togethitdr partners within the International Red Crosd a
Red Crescent Movement, stepped up its aid effoid.iow providing aid for over 465,000 people.iBfel
activities began in Badin, and gradually expanaethé 10 worst-affected districts. The ICRC has €om
forward to provide food and basic relief items &er 100,000 people in the flood-stricken distriots
Badin, Thatta and Tharparkar through the Pakistad Rrescent.From the moment the floods began,
providing a reliable supply of drinking water hasebh a major problem. Although the Pakistan Red
Crescent has installed eight water treatment umig)y flood victims do not yet have access to tharc
water produced. For the time being, the only sotuis to deliver clean water by truck in severabfi-
stricken cities. Given the seriousness of the s8doait could be necessary to continue to prowite
service for another two months.Meanwhile, the IGRS provided 1,300 tents and basic supplies fal loc
Pakistan Red Crescent basic health units and maliizs in several flood-hit districts. Becauses th
Pakistan Red Crescent maintains emergency stockdl iprovinces, and the ICRC in Karachi, the
emergency supplies arrived where they were neediettlg and in good condition. More than a year iafte
the worst floods experienced by Pakistan in ovely@érs, tens of thousands of people are still ¢acin
hardship in the areas of northern Sindh that warddst hit.

One more dies of dengue, toll reaches 13
Source: -Daily Times, Karachi
Date: - 28 October 2011

KARACHI: One more dengue patient died in interidnd, raising the total death toll to 13 during

current year, in-charge Sindh Dengue Surveillanek €aid here on Thursday.The deceased was 17-year-
old Imran, resident of Mulla Allahbad, Tehsil JampZila Rajanpur. Meanwhile, some 28 more cases of
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dengue fever were reported across the provincengaibe total number of dengue cases to 1,161 while
the number of admitted patients in various hospitdlthe province stood at 56 with 20 new admission
So far the laboratory findings declared 836 positiases of dengue.

Dengue claims four more lives in Lahore
Source: -Daily Times, Lahore
Date: - 28 October 2011

LAHORE: The deadly dengue virus claimed four maved in Lahore on Thursday.Those who fell victim
to the dengue virus included Asghari Bibi, 50, degit of Ravi Road and Nawaz, 60, hailing from Gujra
died at Mayo Hospital. While Imam Bukhsh, 80, ofghan Chowk and Muhammad Yousaf, 50, of
Depalpur succumbed to the fever at Jinnah Hospith the death of four persons, the total numider o
deaths due to dengue has reached to 315 in LaHute the number of dengue patients in other pérts o
the province also increased.In Faisalabad, abouma8 patients have been confirmed positive for
dengue, making the total number of dengue-hit ptti&,397 in the city. Likewise, Multan is not bahi
other cities of Punjab as 12 new dengue-affecte@npa have been admitted in Nishtar Hospital.
According to figures, the total number of patiemds gone up to 538 in Multan. The government isgry
to cope with the calamity using all resources, unltickily the dengue virus has not been broughtund
control and continues to claim lives.As many as PhBents were tested dengue fever positive on
Thursday, taking the tally of patients to more t28,000 in Lahore alone. As many as 32 patientg wer
tested positive in Mayo Hospital; 14 in Childreklsspital; 27 in Jinnah Hospital; nine in Sir Garfitam
Hospital; 20 in Services Hospital; 10 in Lahore &mh Hospital; 19 in Shaikh Zayed Hospital; six in
Institute of Public Health; and another 76 in diffiet public and private hospitals, laboratories elimics

in the provincial capital.

20 shops gutted in Peshawar
Source: -Dawn News, Peshawar
Date: - 28 October 2011

PESHAWAR: At least 20 shops were gutted and 60 lgegzeived minor burn injuries when a shopping
plaza caught fire late on Wednesday night, rescseics A spokesman of the Rescue 1122 said the fire
broke out in a shop in Firdous plaza at Ashraf Redmlch engulfed the other shops.The rescuers,
shopkeepers and police put out the fire after bedfforts.However, some 20 shops were gutted aed ov
60 people received minor burn injuries during tégcue operation.They were discharged after ficsai
Lady Reading Hospital.

100 shanties gutted in Karachi
Source: -Daily Times, Karachi
Date: - 29 October 2011

KARACHI: Over 100 shanties were gutted and thresqes injured in a fire that mysteriously broke out
in Gulshan-e-Igbal’'s Shanti Nagar locality withhretlimits of Aziz Bhatti police station here on day.
Official sources at the fire brigade departmentldaie cause of the fire could not be ascertaingd ye
however, they suspected that it might be a humaor.@n information by an unknown caller, the
department officials sent immediately three firaders to the site of the incident. They said the fi
engulfed the shanty town completely before theyched to the spot. They called more tenders for
backup. Later three more fire brigade vehicles gleith two water tankers rushed to scene to coiti®l
fire. They said that over 100 shanties were corapldiurnt to ashes in the fire that was broughteund
control after three hours.There were a few huShHanti Nagar about 30 years ago but such hutsriawe
risen to thousands. The residents of these slumsrmastly Siraiki speaking and are home labourers,
drivers and scrap sellers A resident, Raees Shdth ssch incidents had become a routine as songe lan
mafia elements were behind them. He said a praygiiry should be conducted in this regard. Res&lent
also claimed that they called fire brigade offinewever; its staff came late to the scene. They teit
they first tried to extinguish the fire but failbécause it was intense. Three persons, includirejcamly
woman Mai Noor and two children, suffered burn figa and were moved to Burns Ward of the Civil
Hospital Karachi where doctors termed their conditbut of danger. Police officials said that th&y rbt

get any criminal clue behind the fire as no one glaimed to them. SHO Ehsanullah said apparently the
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fire erupted while cooking food, however, policerevénvestigating into the incident and would regist
the case if any criminal element was found involirethe incident.

Five more become victims of dengue
Source: -Daily Times, Lahore
Date: - 30 October 2011

LAHORE: Five more people died in the city on Sundaydengue continues to strike, taking the dedith to
to 323.Among the victims were 18-year-old WagasGafrumangat Road who died in the Services
Hospital, 55-year-old Perveen of Igbal Town, 45fyeld Majida Bibi of Pak Nagar who died in the
Services Hospital, Allah Rakhi of Lal Pul who diedthe Sheikh Hospital and 24-year-old Fauzia of
Chungi Amar Sadhu.As many as 149 patients weredgsisitive for dengue in the Mayo Hospital, 66 in
the Children’s Hospital, 33 in the Jinnah Hospi&d,in the Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, 35 in the Sewvic
Hospital, 25 in the Lahore General Hospital, 5&hie Shaikh Zayed Hospital, 31 in the Institute obIRX
Health and another 178 in different public and @igv hospitals, laboratories and clinics across the
provincial capital.Meanwhile, the number of denguases is also increasing in other cities across the
province. In Faisalabad, the number of dengue migtieas increased to 412 after 15 new dengue cases
were reported on Saturday, whereas the numberelaabed 546 in Multan after eight new dengue cases
were reported in the Nishtar Hospital. The numifedengue patients in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has also
increased to 352.

Sri Lanka

Polgolla accident: at least 55 injured
Source: - Daily News, Polgolla
Date: - 25 October 2011

A head on collision between two private passengees in Polgolla, on the Kurunegala-Dambulla main
road, injured at least 55 passengers, three of tmiiwally. The incident occurred around 3 pm gegay.

A bus plying from Colombo to Medirigiriya collidedith another bus heading in the opposite direction
from Kaduruwela to Colombo. The injured passendwse been admitted to Kurunegala General
Hospital and Polgahawela Hospital. Gokarella Pdieeinvestigating.

Lightning Kills two
Source: - Daily Mirror, Colombo
Date: - 28 October 2011

Two farmers were killed and three others injurad #iternoon when they were struck by lightning le/hi
working in a paddy field at Ranpathvila, Kahataggifiga in the Anuradhapura District, police saithe
incident took place around 2.00pm.The injured pesseere admitted to the Kahatagasdigiliya Hospital,
and subsequently, they were transferred to the skthapura teaching hospital. The deceased are
identified as  Suddahamige  Abeyratne (36) and Kimilzaye Ratnaweera  (44).
Another group of farmers had taken steps to takeaffected persons to the hospital after seeing the
lying unconscious. The OIC of the KahatagasdigilBalice Lakmal Wijeratne is conducting further
inquiries into the incident.

NBRO warns of landslides due to present monsoon, lf@sgama, Matale most vulnerable
Source: - The Island, Colombo
Date: - 28 October 2011

The National Building Research Organization (NBR@)s warned the public that during the inter
monsoon period, several areas of the country hadistvulnerability to landslides, an NBRO official
said."Harasgama area in the Matale district, inc@ral hills, has shown a great threat of bosldi&lling
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and the NBRO officials have warned the residentevacuate the area,” Geologist, R. M. S. Bandara
said.Officials had warned the residents in the samea two years ago on the occurrence of a similar
incident. "Five families have permanently evacudteslarea while seven more families temporarily lef
the site yesterday,” he said.He added that mitgatvould not be feasible due to high costs.Another
similar incident had been reported from the Belilyal area and according to the NBRO the threat whs n
that big."The occurrence pattern of the inter monscare highly unpredictable and due to that th&QB
cannot identify the exact risk sites depending loa fainfall," Bandara said.So far, in Sri Lankay te
districts including Nuwara Eliya, Badulla, Matakalutara, Galle and Matara had been identifiedraasa
with high landslide risks.Investigation into theciglent, by the NBRO officials, that occurred at
Harasgama have already commenced.

New plans by CPC to prevent forest fires
Source: - The Island, Colombo
Date: - 29 October 2011

The Central Provincial Council has come up witleaviplan to prevent the frequent forest fires odagrr

in the area during the dry season. Under the new, a belt of cactus plants would be planted oastor
boundaries to act like a natural wall in order tevent the spread of fires,” Chief Minister of the
Province, Sarath Ekanayake said.He said the pldrbban agreed upon at a recent meeting held weth th
Forest Conservation Department. As the first stegtus plants would be grown in the Ududumbara
conservation area of the Knuckles region.It hadchlveported that nearly 500 acres of forest landiessh
destroyed due to forest fires during the last twarg and this had also caused drying up of seveal
water sources.Ekanayake said that they had alreddgated people of the area on ways to minimize
possible occurrence of fires. So far the most nunabeires had occurred in the forests bordering th
roads.Meanwhile, he also said that nearly Rs.93r0illibn had been allocated for the developmena of
Kandy city and the central province."Large scalgeltgpments are taking place within the Kandy city
limits and a lot of new road construction projeatsl moving of buildings are currently taking pléce,
Ekanayake said.In the near future, William Gopa#laMawatha and several other roads in the inner
Kandy city would be widened to four lanes to redtle heavy traffic congestion.The authorities dse a

in the process of moving Bogambara prison to Palieln order to enable better development in the ci
One third of the prison constructions are alreadsngleted and even the chief minister’s office and
several other government buildings will be movedPadlekele by June 2012.Responding to a query the
chief minister also said that they have identified suitable lands in Kundasale to construct tlugppsed

air strip. " Once all the technical issues areifiéar with the air force and the other relevantheuities
construction could commence," Ekanayake said.

Typhoid outbreak among Colombo city hotel workers,CMC to vaccinate hotel, restaurant

employees from Tuesday
Source: - The Island, Colombo
Date: - 29 October 2011

The Public Health Department said yesterday it woadiminister the
typhoid vaccine from Tuesday to hotel, restauramtt eating house staff
in the city.Chief of the Public Health Department the Colombo

Municipal Council (CMC), Dr. Pradeep Kariyawasanddhat there was
an increase in the number of typhoid and para-tighbases in the city as
they had received several complaints from patrdnsotels and eating
houses.He said several cases had been reportedheovdellawatta area.
Typhoid is contagious while para—typhoid is alsategious and can also
be contacted from food and water owing to unhygidood preparation,
he said.Dr. Kariyawasam said the PHD would deptsyPHIs to hotels
which have a large staff while those with a fewlvhidve to get the
vaccine from the nearest MOH.
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