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Parts of Afghanistan are prone to annual flooding.

 
KABUL, 9 August 2010 (IRIN) - Health workers in flood
prevent water-borne disease outbreaks by chlorinating drinking water and promptly delivering health 
services. Dozens of small health teams have been sent to a
hit by flash floods over the past two weeks, Health Ministry officials said. About 70 people have lost their 
lives, over 6,000 houses have been destroyed, and there has been extensive damage to agriculture an
livestock, according to the Afghanistan National Disasters Management Authority. “While we are very 
worried about an outbreak of water-borne diseases, thus far the situation is under control,” said Health 
Ministry spokesman Kargar Nooroghli.
 
Hundreds displaced in Helmand: Red Crescent
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AFGHANISTAN: Chlorination drive to avert water -borne diseases 

 
Parts of Afghanistan are prone to annual flooding.  

Health workers in flood-affected parts of Afghanistan are trying to 
borne disease outbreaks by chlorinating drinking water and promptly delivering health 

services. Dozens of small health teams have been sent to areas mainly in northern and eastern Afghanistan 
hit by flash floods over the past two weeks, Health Ministry officials said. About 70 people have lost their 
lives, over 6,000 houses have been destroyed, and there has been extensive damage to agriculture an
livestock, according to the Afghanistan National Disasters Management Authority. “While we are very 

borne diseases, thus far the situation is under control,” said Health 
Ministry spokesman Kargar Nooroghli. 
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The Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS) says about 500 families in Helmand Province have been 
temporarily forced out of their homes following recent military operations there by Afghan government 
and NATO forces. “People have been displaced in Garmsir, Nad Ali and Sangheen districts where 
military operations have been going on,” Ahmadullah Ahmadi, provincial director of ARCS, told IRIN. 
The Society says it has dozens of workers in Helmand 
 
Afghan-led clearing operation kills more than 20 insurgents in Paktiya  
 
Source: NATO News Release, Kabul 
Date: 13 August 2010 
 
An Afghan and coalition security force killed more than 20 armed insurgents during an on-going clearing 
operation aimed at disrupting the Haqqani Network's freedom of movement in Dzadran district of Paktiya 
province. This area is known Haqqani Network safe haven and used to stage attacks into Kabul and the 
Khost-Gardez pass. When the security force arrived, dozens of insurgents occupied entrenched fighting 
positions throughout the mountainous area, preparing to engage the security force with machine guns, 
rocket-propelled grenades and automatic weapons. An air weapons team suppressed the enemy resulting 
in more than 20 insurgents killed so far. 
 
Afghan Refugees at Risk in Flood-Stricken Pakistan 
 
Source: VOA News, Lisa Schlein, Geneva 
Date: 15 August 2010 
 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees says Afghan refugees who are living in flood-
stricken Pakistan are among the most vulnerable victims. The UNHCR says it is assisting hundreds of 
thousands of Afghans whose camps are overwhelmed by flooding.  
Pakistan's prime minister now says some 20 million people are affected by the worst flooding to hit the 
country in over a generation. This figure is much higher than the 14 million estimated by the United 
Nations. In either case, the number is huge. The U.N. refugee agency is warning the enormous crisis 
facing Pakistan is still unfolding. 
 
 
 

Bangladesh   
 
$293m WB credit for livelihood of rural people 
 
SOURCE: - THE NEW NATION, Dhaka 
DATE: - 12 Aug. 2010 
 
The World Bank (WB) will provide Bangladesh with over 293 million US dollars as a loan for 
implementing various projects including livelihood development of rural people and disaster management. 
Out the total loan, US$115m would be spent for a WB- assisted project 'Empowerment and Livelihood 
Improvement Nuton Jibon, a WB spokesman said here on Wednesday. Besides, US$138.6m additional 
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credit support for an under- implementation project styled 'Municipal Services project (MSP) under Local 
Government Division' (LGD). 

Narsingdi bus collision kills 9 
 
SOURCE: - THE DAILY STAR, Narsingdi 
DATE: - 12 Aug. 2010 

At least nine people, including three women, were killed and 17 others were injured in a head-on collision 
between two buses on the Dhaka-Sylhet highway in Raypura upazila of Narsingdi yesterday. The 
identities of six out of nine deceased could not be known immediately while the rest three were Abdul 
Hye Sarkar, 80, Aiba Begum, 40 and Anwar Hossain, 25 -- all hailing from different villages of Narsingdi. 
Meanwhile, at least seven people were killed and 47 others were injured in separate road accidents in 
Comilla, Mymensingh and Dinajpur yesterday. 

21 villages flooded in Teknaf 
 
SOURCE: - THE DAILY STAR, Teknaf 
DATE: - 12 Aug. 2010 

Around one lakh people were marooned as 21 villages under Teknaf upazila of the district inundated due 
to development of breach in the embankment at 30 points during high tide for the last two days. At least 
50 homesteads and 11 shrimp enclosures also washed away in the flooding, officials said. Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer Nazim Uddin feared that further delay in repair of the embankment will affect other villages of the 
upazila within a short time.  

Women adapting with climate changes live better 
 
Source: The New Nation, BSS, Rangpur 
Date: 13 August 2010  
 
A large number of distressed women, who lived in utter miseries due to extreme poverty in the pasts, have 
now been leading affluent lives along with their children in the remote char areas of greater Rangpur. By 
adapting with the adverse impacts of climate changes in the remote char areas on the river beds, they have 
now achieved economic self-reliance through various income-generating activities under the assistance of 
the donor agencies and NGOs.  
Side by side with their empowerment in their families, drop outs of their children have come to the zero 
level and all of their children are regularly going to schools and getting facilities under the School Feeding 
Programme of the UNICEF in many areas. 
 
Erosion by Dharala takes serious turn 
 
Source: The Independent, Staff Correspondent 
Date: 13 August 2010  
 
Erosion by the river Dharala has taken a serious turn at Mogolhat point under sadar upazila of the district 
recently. More than four hundred families have been rendered homeless in last seven days. Several 
hundred acres of land have been devoured so far with the vast tracts of cultivable land into the riverbed.  
The victims became jobless and have taken shelter beside the Mogol Hat railway track and different 
places.  
 
Save flood vulnerable eastern fringe of Dhaka 
 
Source: The Daily Star by Anika Nasra Haque 
Date: 14 August 2010  
 



United Nations warned that a quarter of Bangladesh coastline could be inundated and about 17% of its 
land mass would go under water, if the sea rises 3 feet in the next 50 years. Approximately 30 million 
people will be displaced from their homes, making them 'climate refugees'. A recent World Bank report 
lists Bangladesh as one of the 12 countries most at risk for climate
contribution to global green house gas emissions is one of the lowest 
disadvantageous geographic location, high density of population etc make it more vulnerable to climate 
change. 
 
 

 Bhutan   
 
Farm road network disrupted 
 
Source: Kuensel Newspaper 
Date: 12 August 2010 
 
One of the most connected districts is no longer so
 

Fallen With The Rain: A heart sinking sight seen throughout Tsirang in the rainy season.
 
With about 100 km of farm roads running through mandarin orchards, fields and steep terrain, Tsirang
among the most physically connected districts in the country. The Wangdue
one gewog, while farm roads connect about eight gewog centres. The dzongkhag website says, ‘The 
distance between dzongkhag headquarters and gewogs, and b
initiative of government, through construction of farm roads in almost all the gewogs.’ But, as of now, 
most of the farm roads are not pliable. “Heavy downpours on June 26 and 27 have damaged most of the 
farm roads,” said the dzongkhag agriculture officer, Pema Chopel. 
to Burichu in Phuentenchu, Sergithang and Bararay villages has become defunct after the Changchey 
bridge collapsed on June 26. “The road benefits more than 1,400 h
Tsirangtoe gup Dawa Tshering. Landslides at several places have also blocked farm roads.
       
                              
                      

       India   
 
Heavy rain lashes several parts of country
 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 09 August 2010      

United Nations warned that a quarter of Bangladesh coastline could be inundated and about 17% of its 
land mass would go under water, if the sea rises 3 feet in the next 50 years. Approximately 30 million 

d from their homes, making them 'climate refugees'. A recent World Bank report 
lists Bangladesh as one of the 12 countries most at risk for climate-related problems. Though Bangladesh's 
contribution to global green house gas emissions is one of the lowest in the world, its low topography, 
disadvantageous geographic location, high density of population etc make it more vulnerable to climate 

connected districts is no longer so 

 
Fallen With The Rain: A heart sinking sight seen throughout Tsirang in the rainy season.

With about 100 km of farm roads running through mandarin orchards, fields and steep terrain, Tsirang
among the most physically connected districts in the country. The Wangdue-Tsirang highway connects 
one gewog, while farm roads connect about eight gewog centres. The dzongkhag website says, ‘The 
distance between dzongkhag headquarters and gewogs, and between gewogs, has been well bridged by the 
initiative of government, through construction of farm roads in almost all the gewogs.’ But, as of now, 
most of the farm roads are not pliable. “Heavy downpours on June 26 and 27 have damaged most of the 

ds,” said the dzongkhag agriculture officer, Pema Chopel. The 39 km farm road from Changchey 
to Burichu in Phuentenchu, Sergithang and Bararay villages has become defunct after the Changchey 
bridge collapsed on June 26. “The road benefits more than 1,400 households of the four gewogs,” said 
Tsirangtoe gup Dawa Tshering. Landslides at several places have also blocked farm roads.
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Heavy rain lashes several parts of the country as Nathpa Jhakri Hydropower project in Himachal Pradesh 
continues to remain shut due to high level of silt while in Gujarat, two more deaths reported from 
Ahmedabad city taking total death tall to six after heavy rainfall created havoc on Sunday morning. The 
country's biggest 1500 mega watt Jakhari power project in Himachal Pradesh could not resume power as 
water level in Sutlej river was high at 18000 cumecs and silt level at 16000 part per million (ppm). The 
project has been suspended for the last four days as it shut down on August 5 after silt level jumped to 
35000 ppm compared to 4000 ppm of normal. 
 
10 feared dead in Godavari flood fury 
 
Source: The Times of India 
Date: 09 August 2010 
 
HYDERABAD/KHAMMAM: The mighty Godavari looked menacing as the water touched close to 60 ft 
at Bhadrachalam on Sunday noon. Unconfirmed reports said as many as 10 people — eight in Warangal 
and two in Adilabad — died in the floods in the past three days. However, officials in Warangal could not 
confirm the deaths. Normal life was hit severely in nine districts, particularly Khammam, 
 
85,000 people affected in Odisha floods 
 
Source: The Times of India 
Date: 09 August 2010 
 
BERHAMPUR: About 85,000 people in three south-western districts of Odisha have been affected by 
flash floods as rivers submerged vast areas following heavy rains, state Revenue and Disaster 
Management minister S N Patro said here today. In 151 villages of the affected blocks, relief camps have 
been set up and food served to the affected people through community kitchen, Patro told reporters after a 
visit to the flood-hit districts of Nabarangpur, Kalahandi and Koraput. Patra, who was accompanied by 
Information Technology Minister Ramesh Majhi and Labour minister Puspendra Singhdeo yesterday, said 
he had asked the district administration to assess the damage as quick as possible he said. The affected 
people would be compensated as per the provisions of the state relief code, he assured. Patra said while 
40,000 people of 71 villages in 17 gram panchayats of six blocks were affected in Kalahandi distrct, about 
29,000 people of 60 villages in 22 of five blocks were hit in Nabarangapur district. Similarly, around 
15,000 people in 20 villages of Kotapada block in Koraput district were affected. 
 
 
Major fire at chemical godown 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 09 August 2010 
 
Combustible material stored illegally, say officials 
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BLAZE:The fire that broke out at Bright Chemicals godown on Veerapillai Street in Bangalore on Sunday. 

 
BANGALORE: A major fire broke out in a chemical godown on Veerapillai Street off Commercial Street 
in Shivajinagar here on Sunday. Fire and Emergency Services personnel took a full five hours to douse the 
fire which spread from the fourth floor of the four-storeyed godown of Bright Chemicals, where the fire 
broke out at 4.52 p.m. A large quantity of “extremely combustible chemicals, wood polish and thinner” 
were illegally stored here, Fire and Emergency Services officials told The Hindu. 
 
Heavy rain triggers flash floods in J&K  
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 10 August 2010 
 
New Delhi: Heavy rainfall was experienced in Jammu & Kashmir on Monday throwing normal life out of 
gear while soaring mercury coupled with high humidity made life difficult for people in some parts of the 
North India. Many parts of J&K received a downpour that triggered flash floods, damaging several houses 
and inundating low-lying areas, as authorities sounded a high alert. While over 330 families were shifted 
to safer localities in Kishtwar district, nearly 250 houses were damaged in Jammu. The Chenab and Tawi 
rivers are flowing above the danger mark. Sultry weather conditions prevailed in Haryana and Punjab. 
 
 
Rain poses landslide threat in Spiti 
 
Source: The Times of India 
Date: 10 August 2010 
 
SHIMLA: Close on the heels of the Leh cloudburst, tribals of Spiti valley in Himachal Pradesh are living 
under constant threat following unprecedented rain across the region — a cold arid desert with Leh-like 
topography. Shimla Met director Manmohan Singh said the region was experiencing massive rainfall 
because temperature was "not low enough" to convert rains to snow. Like Leh, Spiti mostly gets snowfall. 
Rainfalls are seldom here. Kaza (Spiti) SDM Jitender Sanjta told TOI the region had never in living 
memory recorded so much  rainfall as had it in the past few days. While most of the rivers and nullahs are 
in spate, over 100 acres of fertile land with orchards and crops have been washed away, he said adding, 
"Skies are still overcast." 
 
Rescue, relief efforts on in cloudburst-hit Leh; death toll raises to 165  
 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 10 August 2010 
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In Leh, rescue and relief efforts are on a war-footing in cloudburst-hit region as Indian Air Force reacued 
81 foreigners and six tour guides from Zanskar Valley. The death toll mounted to 165 and 400 people 
remained missing. Official sources said that 150 of the dead have been identified so far. The victims 
include a Romanian woman, 15 Nepalese nationals and two Tibetans. They said two French nationals and 
a Spaniard are yet to be traced. The IAF carried out a record 62 sorties by Chetak helicopters in five and 
half hours to bring back 81 foreign campers and six tour guides from the 11,000-feet Zanskar Valley who 
were stuck there since intervening night of August 5 and 6 after cloudburst and flash floods wreaked 
havoc in Leh and surrounding areas. 
 
Malaria cases on the rise in flood-hit areas 
 
Source: The Tribune 
Date: 10 August 2010 
 
Sirsa: A surge in cases of malaria in flood-affected areas has raised the concerns of villagers. Though the 
health authorities maintain that the situation is not alarming, statistics speak otherwise. According to the 
figures of the Health Department, 70 persons have tested positive for malaria in the past 40 days starting 
July 1, against 76 cases reported in six months from January 1 to June 30 this year. Thirteen new cases of 
malaria have come to light on Monday alone. “This is only the tip of the iceberg as more cases are going 
to private doctors, where no blood slides are made,” said a villager in Panihari, alleging that the situation 
was bad in flood-affected villages. Villagers complain that no health workers have been approaching 
them, while mosquitoes are in abundance. “There has been an unprecedented rise in the number of 
patients suffering from fever coming to my hospital. 
 
Orissa: 7 Swine flu deaths in 40 days  
 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 11 August 2010 
 
In Orissa, seven people have died due to swine-flu in last 40 days. According to official sources, swab test 
of forty suspected swine-flu patients has been done of which 16 are reported positive. While, seven 
patients have died, four are under medical supervision in different hospitals of the state. Five others have 
gone back home after getting cured. Though the state government is claiming to have taken all necessary 
steps to check spread of swine-flu and its treatment, there are large-scale complains of non-availability of 
preventive vaccines. In most cases, doctors are failing to save life of swine-flu affected patients. 
 
23 foreigners dead as death toll tops 170 in Leh 
 
Source: The Times of India 
Date: 11 August 2010 
 
SRINAGAR/CHANDIGARH: Three French, one Italian and a Spaniard were among 23 foreigners killed 
in the Leh cloudburst. Of the 170 bodies recovered so far, 155 have been identified. The bodies of five 
foreigners have been identified as: Augareils Hendri, Hellot Jacques and Daniel Hauryn (citizens of 
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France), Marro Mas Maria Lourdes, Spain, and Ricardo Pitton, Italy. Leh additional deputy commissioner 
Mohammad Hanief said over 150 foreign tourists, trapped at Lamayuru — a tourist attraction in Leh 
known for its Buddhist monasteries and monks — were airlifted to safer places on Tuesday. 
 
Eight killed in blast in West Godavari 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 11 August 2010 
 

Five persons in critical condition; they were making firecrackers in their house 
 

Scene of accident presents gruesome picture as a mass of smouldering flesh is strewn around 
 

Minister Vatti Vasant Kumar rushes to Pedavelamilli to console kin of victims 
 
 

 
Ghastly: The house which was reduced to rubble due to the impact of cracker blast at Pedavellamilli village of Ungutur 

mandal in West Godavari district on Tuesday. (Right) Families of the victims who died in the blast. 
 
Andhra Pradesh, ELURU: At least eight persons were killed and five others critically injured in a 
devastating firecracker blast at an unlicensed manufacturing unit at Pedavelamilli village in Unguturu 
mandal of West Godavari district on Tuesday. The incident occurred when members of a family were 
engaged in making firecrackers in their house for sale during Deepavali. The building where they were 
working was reduced to rubble due to the impact of the blast. The explosion was so severe that the body 
parts were flung to a distance of 200 metres. 
 
50 feared drowned after boat capsizes in Bihar  
 
Source: DD News 
Date: 12 August 2010 
 
Over 50 people were feared drowned on Wednesday in Supaul in Bihar district after an overcrowded boat 
sank into the swollen Kosi river, officials said. The boat carrying over 50 passengers was caught in a 
whirlpool and sank as they were crossing the river near Hari panchayat area, to attend a 'sharadh' 
ceremony Wednesday evening, District Magistrate Kumar Ravi said.  Though the civil and police officials 
are yet to announce the casualty figures, villagers claim that 20 bodies have been fished out, he said. Since 
the tragedy has occurred near a remote place, inaccessible by road, officials are facing tough time to reach 
the spot, Ravi said. 
 
18 die of swine flu in Gujarat in 2 months 
 
Source: The Times of India 
Date: 12 August 2010 
 
AHMEDABAD: Swine flu has so far claimed 18 deaths in Gujarat. As many as 85 positive cases have 
been registered in the state. The casualties are nearly 21 per cent of the total swine flu positive cases 
reported in the state. This may well be the highest percentage in the country, as the national average is less 
then 10 per cent. Health minister Jaynarayan Vyas in a statement said that with the onset of monsoon, 
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swine flu cases have also gone up in the country. In last one week, 942 new cases were identified as 
suffering from swine flu across the country and 83 of them died. Vyas said that in Gujarat 21 new cases 
have been registered and seven have so far died. He said that delay in starting treatment and low priority 
to precautions were the major reasons behind the high percentage of deaths in the state.  The minister said 
that the entire mechanism has been put on alert in view of the swine flu resurfacing. 
 
Over 100 huts destroyed in fire  
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 12 August 2010 
 
PUDUCHERRY: More than 100 huts were destroyed in a fire that broke out in the coastal village of 
Narambai on Wednesday morning. A total of 58 houses were fully damaged and another 46 partially 
damaged, an official in the Revenue Department said. Shortly after visiting the village, Chief Minister V. 
Vaithilingam told The Hindu that the destroyed houses were temporary shelters allotted to tsunami-
affected persons. The Revenue Department had been asked to prepare a report, he said, adding that the 
government would consider the fishermen's demand for providing proper house. 
 
Destruction after the deluge 
Crops in 2.68 lakh hectares affected n 58 lives lost in Punjab, Haryana 
 
Source: The Tribune 
Date: 12 August 2010 
 
In the flash floods that followed the onset of southwest monsoon last month, both Punjab and Haryana 
suffered heavy losses. Fiftyeight persons died, 134 head of cattle perished, 6546 houses were damaged 
and crops spread over 2.87 lakh hectares were affected. While the worst affected Haryana areas were 
Kaithal, Kurukshetra, Ambala, Fatehabad, Sirsa and Yamunagar, in Punjab maximum damage was caused 
in Roopnagar, Patiala, SAS Nagar, Ludhiana, Fatehgarh Sahib, Moga, Mansa, Jalandhar, Tarn Taran, 
Faridkot and Ferozepore areas. The Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Mullappally 
Ramachandran, gave this information in Rajya Sabha today in a reply to a question by Om Prakash 
Mathur. Though the Union Government put the affected crop area in Punjab at 1.56 lakh hectares, the 
report prepared by the Punjab Agriculture Department says that nearly 3.5 lakh hectares of cropped area 
were affected by the flash floods. 
 
Leh death toll rises to 173 
 
Source: newsonair 
Date: 12 August 2010 
 
In Leh, rescuers pulled out more bodies from under the mud and slush raising the death toll in the cloud 
burst ravaged district to 173. The relief and rescue operations are on in the affected areas. A senior 
Northern Command officer told PTI that the Police and civil authorities dug out the bodies from the 
worst-hit Choglamsar belt yesterday. He said the search for the three Junior Commissioned officers (JCO) 
and 27 other army men of different ranks, washed away in the flash floods in Turtuk belt, is still on. 
 
17 more dengue cases in Delhi, total 174 
 
Source: Zee News 
Date: 13 August 2010 
 
New Delhi: Seventeen more patients tested positive for dengue in the city today, taking the count this 
season to 174. MCD health official N K Yadav said, "17 people tested positive for dengue fever since 
yesterday, taking the total number of people affected by the virus to 174." He also said that the threat of 
dengue is more this year and precautions should be taken by all. "We are trying our level best to control 
dengue cases. 
 



 10

Landslides disrupt traffic 
 
Source: The Tribune 
Date: 13 August 2010 
 
The Chamba-Pathankot National Highway remained blocked for about eight hours due to landslides 
following downpour last night at Keru Pahad, near Tunnuhatti, about 65 km from here today. Tourists and 
passengers were stranded during the night hours as transportation services were disrupted due to the road 
blockades. According to reports, the PWD workforce, including its engineers, was on its toes putting the 
JCBs into service to clear debris and traffic on the highway that was resumed only before noon. The 
Sahoo belt of the region, which supplies milk to Chamba town, remained cut off due to the landslides on 
the Link road affecting milk supply to the town. 
 
Eight die of swine flu in Pune  
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 13 August 2010  
 
PUNE: Eight persons, including a 10-month-old baby, died of swine flu in city hospitals in the last two 
days, health officials said on Thursday. With the latest casualties, the number of H1N1 victims in Pune 
since August last year has gone up to 331. Civic medical officer R. Pardeshi said the transmission rate of 
the infection showed an upward trend in the last few days, adding that people needed to take proper 
precautions to prevent and treat the viral infection. At the screening centres, 46 persons tested positive for 
the virus on Wednesday.  
 
Massive damage to mangroves 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 14 August 2010 

 

 
The oil spilled from MSC Chitra has ruined the coast at Karave near Mumbai. 

 
Mumbai: The oil spill from MSC Chitra has caused massive damage to the 25-km mangroves stretch in 
and around the city, Maharashtra Environment Secretary Valsa Nair Singh said on Friday. This is the first 
official assessment of the environmental impact of the oil spill, caused by the collision of MSC Chitra and 
MV Khalijia-III off Mumbai coast last week. The department will submit further damage assessment 
report next week. “The contaminated sites have been noticed in two-three patches,” Ms. Nair-Singh told 
The Hindu on phone. “Around 10-12 km coastline between Revas and Mandwa and 5-6 km coastline at 
Elephanta and Vashi have been found massively damaged,” she said. Union Minister of State for 
Environment and Forests Jairam Ramesh is set to visit the oil spill-affected area on Saturday along with 
the Maharashtra State Environment Department officials and researchers for a overview. 
 
Entire Bihar is drought hit: Nitish Kumar 
 
Source: The Times of India 
Date: 15 August 2010 
 



PATNA: Bihar chief minister Nitish 
government was taking various measure to provide relief to the affected farmers. "Bihar is facing natural 
calamity for the fourth year in succession ... While the state faced devastating fl
drought has hit the state for the second year in sucession. Despite the state facing natural calamities, Bihar 
is on the path of development," he said unfurling the national flag at the historic Gandhi Maidan here. The 
government had on August 3 declared 28 out of the 38 districts in Bihar as drought hit.
 
Heavy rain lashes North India  
 
Source: NDTV News 
Date: 15 August 2010 
 
New Delhi: Heavy showers poured over several parts of North India on Saturday while the monsoon 
became subdued over Jammu & Kashmir which was recovering from flood fury. Moderate to heavy rain 
lashed many places in Punjab and Haryana, causing the mercury to settle below normal.
 
 

Maldives  
 
No News 
 
 
Nepal 
 
 
3 of same family killed in Okhaldhunga landslide
 
SOURCE: - THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, Okhaldhunga
DATE: - 12 Aug. 2010 

OKHALDHUNGA: Three persons of the same family were buried alive in a landslide triggered by the 
torrential rainfall at Khichi Chandeshwori, Okhaldunga on Wednesday night. The deceased have been 
identified as 48- years-old Indra Bahadur Sunuwar, his daughte
said the police. His wife Bhima and his son somehow managed to save their lives. Nabin is reported to be 
critically injured in the incident. A rescue squad from the Nepal Army and locals dug through the mud and 
debris and recovered the bodies. 

35 killed in Bihar boat capsize 
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Inaruwa
DATE: - 12 Aug. 2010 

INARUWA, AUG 12 - At least 35 people of the same village have been killed when an overcrowded boat 
capsized in Supoul district of Bihar state
overcrowded boat was caught in a whirlpool in the swollen Koshi River at around 8 last night. 61 people 
were on the boat when the accident took place. Majority of the dead have been identified as the chil

Causes of 50 pc deaths in country
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, KATHM
DATED: 15 AUG. 2010 

 Kumar on Sunday declared entire Bihar as drought
government was taking various measure to provide relief to the affected farmers. "Bihar is facing natural 
calamity for the fourth year in succession ... While the state faced devastating floods in 2007 and 2008, 
drought has hit the state for the second year in sucession. Despite the state facing natural calamities, Bihar 
is on the path of development," he said unfurling the national flag at the historic Gandhi Maidan here. The 

on August 3 declared 28 out of the 38 districts in Bihar as drought hit. 

New Delhi: Heavy showers poured over several parts of North India on Saturday while the monsoon 
subdued over Jammu & Kashmir which was recovering from flood fury. Moderate to heavy rain 

lashed many places in Punjab and Haryana, causing the mercury to settle below normal. 

3 of same family killed in Okhaldhunga landslide 

THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, Okhaldhunga 

OKHALDHUNGA: Three persons of the same family were buried alive in a landslide triggered by the 
torrential rainfall at Khichi Chandeshwori, Okhaldunga on Wednesday night. The deceased have been 

old Indra Bahadur Sunuwar, his daughters Ramila, 12, and two-year
said the police. His wife Bhima and his son somehow managed to save their lives. Nabin is reported to be 
critically injured in the incident. A rescue squad from the Nepal Army and locals dug through the mud and 

KANTIPUR NEWS, Inaruwa 

At least 35 people of the same village have been killed when an overcrowded boat 
capsized in Supoul district of Bihar state on Wednesday night. The accident occurred after an 
overcrowded boat was caught in a whirlpool in the swollen Koshi River at around 8 last night. 61 people 
were on the boat when the accident took place. Majority of the dead have been identified as the chil

Causes of 50 pc deaths in country 

KANTIPUR NEWS, KATHM ANDU 

Kumar on Sunday declared entire Bihar as drought-hit and said his 
government was taking various measure to provide relief to the affected farmers. "Bihar is facing natural 

oods in 2007 and 2008, 
drought has hit the state for the second year in sucession. Despite the state facing natural calamities, Bihar 
is on the path of development," he said unfurling the national flag at the historic Gandhi Maidan here. The 

New Delhi: Heavy showers poured over several parts of North India on Saturday while the monsoon 
subdued over Jammu & Kashmir which was recovering from flood fury. Moderate to heavy rain 

OKHALDHUNGA: Three persons of the same family were buried alive in a landslide triggered by the 
torrential rainfall at Khichi Chandeshwori, Okhaldunga on Wednesday night. The deceased have been 

year-old Reshma, 
said the police. His wife Bhima and his son somehow managed to save their lives. Nabin is reported to be 
critically injured in the incident. A rescue squad from the Nepal Army and locals dug through the mud and 

At least 35 people of the same village have been killed when an overcrowded boat 
on Wednesday night. The accident occurred after an 

overcrowded boat was caught in a whirlpool in the swollen Koshi River at around 8 last night. 61 people 
were on the boat when the accident took place. Majority of the dead have been identified as the children.  
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KATHMANDU, AUG 15 2010 07:57 - The fact that chronic ailments such as heart disease, cancer, 
diabetes and respiratory complications cause about 50 percent deaths in Nepal has not convinced 
policymakers to devise a specific plan to mitigate the effect, doctors say.  

Speaking at a seminar on non-communicable disease prevention and control in Lalitpur on Saturday, the 
health professionals urged the government to draw up a policy of paying the same degree of urgency to 
non-communicable diseases as it does to communicable ones.  

 

Pakistan  
 
 
Flood damage to Pakistan crops costs billions, says UN 
 
SOURCE: - DAWN NEWS, Islamabad 
DATE: - 29 Aug. 2010 
 
ISLAMABAD: The flood recovery costs for Pakistan's vital agriculture sector and farmers could be in the 
billions of dollars, said the spokesman for UN humanitarian operations on Thursday. 

“The devastation to crops is immense. I think it's safe to say it will take some billions of dollars to recover. 
Even though we don't have estimates yet. I am referring to livelihood for agriculture and farming to get 
back in shape,” UN humanitarian operations spokesman Maurizio Giuliano told Reuters. 

Another massive flood rears its head 
 
SOURCE: - DAWN NEWS, Islamabad/Lahore 
DATE: - 12Aug. 2010 
 

ISLAMABAD / LAHORE: Another peak flood of up 
to 1.05 million cusecs may hit the Guddu, Sukkur and 
Chashma barrages this weekend and further inundate 
four districts in Punjab and eight in Sindh. The 
warning was issued after ‘exceptionally high’ floods 
developed upstream in the Indus and Chenab rivers. 

Authorities said the Indus was in ‘very high’ flood at 
the Chashma barrage where flows crossed 803,575 

cusecs on Wednesday evening. The Taunsa barrage is receiving 750,000 cusecs and the Trimmu barrage 
on the Chenab 326,000 cusecs. The ‘exceptionally high flood’ carrying cumulative flows in excess of 1.05 
million cusecs from Taunsa and Trimmu may reach Guddu in two to three days 

Rains threaten more floods in Sindh, Punjab 9 KP rivers in high spate, 1270 killed, 1367 
injured 
 
SOURCE: - THE FRONTIER POST, Islamabad 
DATE: - 12Aug. 2010 
 
ISLAMABAD: The ongoing wave of rains will continue across Sindh and Balochistan provinces for two 
more days. Director General Met Office Qamar Zaman Chaudhry said that the rain-causing wind system is 
still continuing, which will cause scattered rains in isolated places of two provinces. He said a new 
floodtide would reach Guddu Barrage on August 14 or 15, issuing causations for flood-hit areas in Sindh 
province. The flood torrent, having wrought havoc in Muzaffargarh area of Shah Jamal, is fast raging 
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towards Khangarh and Rohila Wali and water still standing in the flood-affected areas. The flood torrent 
has impacted at least 80 villages in Shah Jamal. The Pak Army has begun to construct a temporary bridge 
on a Seem nullah that was washed away at Ghazi Ghat on Muzaffargarh-Dera Ghazi Khan road. Also, the 
misery compounded when Indus Highway was washed away on three places cutting off Dera Ghazi Khan 
from Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhaw for three days now with river streams and nullahs of Dera Ghazi 
Khan, Taunsa and Rajanpur highly flooded as a result of more downpours in Suleman Mountain Range. 
Rajanpur area of Jampur and Kot Mithan are sunk under several feet of water with no outlet to drain the 
water out. 1000 Kilograms of ready-to-cook packaged food is also being air-lifted by PN Fokker for 
Sukkur for distribution among flood victims. As many as 1,270 persons have been killed and 1,367 
injured, while 4,885 villages affected so far in the country's worst flooding in 80 years. As many as 
291,229 houses have been either completely destroyed or partially damaged, according to the data 
released by Federal Flood Commission here on Wednesday. At least 91,210 houses have been destroyed 
or damaged in Punjab, 171,168 houses in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), 19,619 in Balochistan, 1,430 in 
FATA, 2,336 in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) and 3,481 in Azad Jammu and Kashmir. At least 208 relief camps 
have also been established in all the flood-hit areas. The flood also affected 4,885 villages, including 
1,527 in Punjab, 581 in KP, 2,584 in Balochistan and 193 in GB. 
 
51 dead, 24 hurt in Chitral & Swat Valley 
 
SOURCE: - THE FRONTIER POST, Chilas 
DATE: - 12Aug. 2010 

 
CHILAS: As many as 51 persons died while were 24 injured 
due to flash flood in Gase Bala village here last night. 
According to Police control room, 33 bodies were retrieved 
from the flood water while search for others is underway. The 
17 injured were shifted to District Headquarter Hospital 
(DHQ) Chilas, five in Gilgit and other two seriously injured 
were rushed to Islamabad hospital. Flooded rivers and streams 
in different localities of Swat valley swept away four more 
people raising the torrential monsoon rain related death toll to 
286. 

 
47 killed as lightning strikes G-B village 
 
SOURCE: - THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, Gilgit 
DATE: - 12Aug. 2010 
 
GILGIT: A landslide triggered by lightning struck a remote village in the Gilgit-Baltistan region late 
Tuesday night, killing at least 47 people and wounding another 76, mostly women and children, residents 
said on Wednesday. The tragedy befell Gaise village of Diamer district, about 150 kilometres from Gilgit. 
Most injured are stated to be in a critical condition. 

“Amid heavy downpour, there was a deafening bang. And soon after gigantic boulders came rolling down 
the nearby mountains, crushing everything that came their way,” a resident of the village told The Express 
Tribune by phone. 

UN chief appeals for aid as flood crisis worsens 
 
SOURCE: - DAWN NEWS, SUKKUR 
DATED: 15 AUG. 2010 
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SUKKUR: UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon urged the world to provide more aid to flood-ravaged 
Pakistan on Sunday as the 20 million people made homeless grew increasingly desperate and new torrents 
inundated villages. Survivors fought over food being handed out from a relief vehicle close to the town of 
Sukkur in hard-hit Sindh province, ripping at each other's clothes and causing such chaos that the 
distribution had to be abandoned, according to an Associated Press reporter at the scene. ''The impatience 
of the people has deprived us of the little food that had come,'' said Shaukat Ali, a flood victim waiting for 
food. Pakistan's worst floods ever have killed about 1,500 people and damaged 7.9 million acres of cotton, 
sugar cane and wheat crops. The International Monetary Fund has warned of dire economic consequences 
in a country already reliant on foreign aid to keep its economy afloat. 

More flood devastation in Sindh and Punjab 
 
SOURCE: - DAILY TIMES, SUKKUR/LAHORE 
DATED: 15 AUG. 2010 

·  Jacobabad, Jaffarabad, Dera Allah Yar face flooding as Indus River swells to 25 times its size  
·   700,000 stranded in Dera Allah Yar 
·  Canal breached in Dadu to save area  
·  Muzaffargarh declared safe, for now  
·   More areas submerged in Punjab 

 

SUKKUR/LAHORE: Raging waters from the Indus River continued to inundate more villages and towns 
in Sindh, as authorities declared Muzaffargarh out of danger on Saturday. The Indus River is already more 
than 25 kilometres wide at some points – 25 times wider than during normal monsoon seasons. 
Authorities are trying to evacuate or warn people in Jacobabad, Hyderabad, Thatta, Ghotki, Larkana and 
other areas in Sindh province that so far have been spared floods. The situation was critical in Jacobabad, 
Jaffarabad and Dera Allah Yar as water from breaches in canals and protective embankments poured into 
the area. The authorities breached an embankment to save Jacobabad, after which floodwater entered 
Balochistan 
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Sri Lanka  
 
 
Drought ravages Bibile paddy cultivation  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY MIRROR, Wellasa, Colombo 
DATE: - 12 Aug. 2010 
 
A severe drought has hit the Wellasa area causing anxiety among the paddy cultivators who expected a 
bumper harvest in the Yala season this year. They pointed out that more than 250000 acres of paddy 
cultivation in Bibile alone had been affected by the dought. Members of ‘Saruketha’ a farmer organization 
said vast tracts of paddy fields irrigated by the Aranamuna scheme in Hewelwela were the worst affected.  
President of Saruketha  J P N de Silva said, “ The paddy fields in Othalwa, Kawdella, Bolwela, 
Pallearawa, Ahasmaliyedda, Abeylanda, and the government farm irrigated by the Aranamuna scheme 
had been ruined by the drought. Only the paddy fields on the upper banks of the canal could be irrigated.”  

 
 


