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Afghanistan  
 
 
Floods affect Eight Districts in Ghazni province 
 
Source-Daily Outlook Afghanistan, GHAZN CITY (Pajhwok),  
Date-02 August 2010 
 
Flash floods destroyed hundreds of acres of farmlands and washed away heaps of wheat crops in eight 
districts of southern Ghazni province, officials said on Sunday. The floods triggered by heavy monsoon 
rains hit Khwaja Omari, Deh Yak, Andar, Giro, Nawar, Nawa, Jaghato and Waghaz districts of the 
province, said the governor's spokesman, Ismail Jahangir. The floodwaters also inundated orchards, 
farmlands and carried away harvested wheat crops, he said, adding a survey would soon be conducted to 
assess the damages. The flash floods also damaged the main Kabul-Kandahar highway in various areas, 
creating problems for passengers. Mud created by rainfalls overwhelmed about 200 meters of a road in 
Mulanoh Baba area of Qarabagh district, a driver, Shadi Khan said. Some parts of the highway have 
destroyed at different locations, he said. Food supplies were made to affected people in Andar district, 
where floods destroyed grapes gardens and wheat harvests, said the district chief, Sher Khan Yousufzai. 
There was no report about human casualties, but a number of animals were killed in some areas of the 
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affected districts, said deputy provincial council chief, Amanullah Kamrani. The recent floods have 
affected various parts of the country, killing hundreds of people and displacing thousands others, besides 
inundating thousands of acres of farmlands and damaging road infrastructure. 
 
Government, UN distributes life-saving aid to thousands in eastern Afghanistan  
 
Source-UNAMA by Tilak Pokharel,  
Date- 02 August 2010  
 
Relief aid provided by various United Nations agencies and Afghan 
partners has started to reach the nearly 4,000 families affected by last 
week’s flooding in eastern Afghanistan. “Hopefully, we will not have 
a big gap,” Said Alam Khan of the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in the Nangarhar provincial capital of 
Jalalabad said. The distribution of assistance by Afghan government 
officials follows a detailed assessment of damage caused in three 
eastern provinces – Nangarhar, Kunar and Laghman – and airlift and 
boat rescue of hundreds of people stranded in waterlogged homes. According to the assessment completed 
this weekend by various Government and aid agencies, about 2,500 homes were completely destroyed, 
thousands of livestock lost and hectares of land washed away, including much needed bridges and canals. 
“We have discussed about the resources available (with various UN agencies) and they are fairly 
sufficient,” Khan added. Relief aid containing mostly non-food items such as tarpaulins, tents, blankets 
and kitchen kits provided by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) started reaching the affected population yesterday, according to the Jalalabad office of 
OCHA. The UN World Food Programme (WFP) has committed to providing food for three months to the 
affected families in Nangarhar and Laghman provinces, while the UN Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) is ready to distribute wheat seeds as part of a post-disaster package. The Afghan Red Crescent 
Society (ARCS) funded by the International Committee of the Red Cross is providing all relief aid to the 
flood victims in the third province, Kunar. Local Government bodies such as the Afghan National Disaster 
Management Authority (ANDMA) and the Department of Rural Rehabilitation and Development (RRD) 
helped finalize the needs assessment and assisted with distribution of aid, with support from the UN 
agencies, ARCS and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) such as the International Rescue 
Committee. The Government of Afghanistan distributed Afs 100,000 (US$ 2,000) to the next of kin of 
nine people killed in Laghman province. At least 15 other people were killed in neighbouring areas. 
Afghan National Army helicopters rescued hundreds of people in Behsud district of Nangarhar province 
and Sarkano district of Kunar. To read more about the first days of the flooding, click here.  
 
 
 

Bangladesh   
 
Global wheat shortfall affects Bangladesh- Traders expect quick procurement decision 
 
Source: -The Daily Star by Inam Ahmed    
Date: -02 August 2010 
 
The world wheat market is withering under a drought, and Bangladesh is starting to feel the heat. 
Unseasonably hot weather has shrunk production in key wheat-producing countries such as Russia and 
Kazakhstan. Canada, one of the world's top wheat exporters, reports the lowest amount of cultivated 
acreage for the grain since 1971.The result: prices have surged to their highest level in more than a year, 
jumping 20.5 cents to $6.16 a bushel. The 3.5 percent increase sets the price at its highest since June 
2009.Bangladeshi importers usually look for low protein grains. Wheat with 10 to 10.5 percent protein 
content sells at a lower price. But now they are even finding it hard to book high protein content grain as 
commodity dealers find it not worthwhile to negotiate prices. Bangladesh imported some 3.7 million 
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tonnes of wheat last year. Here is a 
snapped email exchange between a 
Bangladeshi importer and a 
supplier in Ukraine who said lower 
grade wheat is not available and 
premium wheat might be looked 
for. Importer: Practically there is no 
price premium in the local market 
for higher protein wheat. I can try. 
What level you can maintain at this 
moment, and what is the suitable 
shipment period for lowest price? 
Exporter: No reply. Traders say 
unless the government makes a quick decision (within 5 days maximum) regarding procurement, it might 
have to pay higher prices as the market is on an upward curve. Many deals had to be foreclosed as 
importers could not match their bid prices with market prices. Usually the government purchase 
committee takes about 3 weeks to a month to award a contract by which time international prices go 
beyond the quoted price. The six contracts that were awarded last month were priced at $214, $219, $221, 
$238, $241 and $265 a tonne. But since international wheat price went up by about $70 to $80 in the last 
25 days, many of these contracts might be defaulted. Due to severe drought in Russia, Kazakhstan and 
parts of Ukraine, local importers might declare their contracts force majeure, a clause in contracts that 
frees parties from liability or obligation when extraordinary events or circumstances beyond the control of 
the parties, such as war, strike, riot, crime, flooding, earthquake, volcanic eruption, etc prevents them from 
fulfilling the obligation. A quick purchase decision by a sub-committee should be in place to avert such 
price impact on procurement, grain traders point out. Hot, dry weather in Russia's primary wheat 
producing region has raised concerns about the country's harvest this year, World-Grain, a prime grain 
information company, quoted MF Global, a commodity broker of Chicago. The unfavorable weather 
could end up making Russia an importer of wheat this year, a stark turnaround from a year ago, MF 
Global said. Russia and other former soviet republics like Kazakhstan accounted for 20 percent of the 
world's wheat exports last year, and so a drastic change in their production severely cuts into global 
supply. "If China's corn crop comes in below estimates, they will make a large purchase," said Steven A 
Freed, vice-president of research, Archer Daniels Midland Investor Services Inc of Chicago. "This would 
push up the prices of corn, and soy and wheat prices would follow."Reuters reported that Ukraine's 
government might limit food grain exports in the second half of the 2010-11 season to avoid domestic 
shortage in the wake of crop damage.  Frost and drought have destroyed about 1 million hectares of 
Ukrainian grain crops, and the government said the harvest could fall to 42 million tonnes in 2010, from 
46 million in 2009 and 53.3 million in 2008.Canadian Wheat Board reported that unseeded farmland will 
be 18 percent higher than last year's, and production will be no more than 18.5 million tonnes compared to 
previous projection of 24.5 million tonnes. 
 
US pledges $95m to fight hunger in Khulna, Barisal 
 
SOURCE: - THE INDEPENDENT,  Dhaka   
 DATE: - 4 August 2010 
 
Two US-funded programmes signed agreements with the government of Bangladesh yesterday as part of a 
newly expanded effort to reduce hunger and improve nutrition in Bangladesh. Nobo Jibon (New Life) and 
PROSHAR (Programme for Strengthening Household Access to Resources) will receive approximately 
Tk. 6.555 Billion (US$ 95M) from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) 
over the next five years, said a release. Through these new initiatives, USAID will work to increase 
incomes of the poor and ultra poor, improve the health and nutrition of women and children, and 
strengthen households' resiliency to natural disasters in Bangladesh's two southern divisions.The $95 
million in funding includes both cash resources and a total of 229,742 metric tons of wheat, lentils, yellow 
split peas, and vegetable oil.  PROSHAR will be implemented in the Khulna division by ACDI/VOCA, a 
US-based NGO, while Nobo Jibon will be implemented in the Barisal division by Save the Children, 
USA. Together, these programmes aim to reach approximately 900,000 households.The government of 
the People's Republic of Bangladesh, represented by the Disaster Management and Relief Division of the 
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Ministry of Food and Disaster Management, is contributing over Tk. 324M (US$ 4.7 million) to support 
PROSHAR and Nobo Jibon. These funds will be used by ACDI/VOCA and Save the Children for 
technical assistance as well as health and disaster management training. Funds will also be used to 
complete community infrastructure projects and respond to disasters such as floods and cyclones in the 
Khulna and Barisal divisions.The US government, through USAID, is working to improve the lives of the 
people of Bangladesh, especially the very poor.  USAID administers programmes in Bangladesh in five 
broad areas include improving health and pre-primary education, creating income opportunities for rural 
poor, supporting good governance, enhancing food security, and strengthening disaster preparedness and 
providing emergency assistance following natural disasters.  Since 1971, the US government has provided 
more than $5 billion in assistance to Bangladesh. 
 
 

Bhutan   
 
Two flash floods within a week 
 
Source:- Kuensel Newspaper, 
Date:- 02 August 2010 
 

Residents reel from double blow, which damaged houses and fields 
�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Namseling hit for the second time. 
 
Barely three days after they were surprised by a flash flood, another one on Saturday woke up the 
residents early and kept them busy for hours channeling the stream from damaging their crops and houses 
on July 30. Nobody was hurt. Carrying his belongings, Gyembo, 55, who lives in a one-storied house with 
11 family members, was shifting to his cousin’s place. “My house would have been washed away, had the 
villagers not reacted at a time,” said Gyembo. The usually small stream swelled, flooding paddy and chili 
fields and food stock, as water entered the ground floor of a building on July 28. The Friday night rain 
again caused the stream to swell and caused another flood in the early hours of Saturday morning. The 
flood damaged the foundation of Gyembo’s house, chili garden and a portion of his paddy fields were 
flooded with sand. “Since my house is made of mud, it will collapse if the stream swells again,” said 
Gyembo, adding that the dzongkhag had not send help to divert the stream after the first flood. “We didn’t 
sleep the whole night,” said Gathey. “My paddy field and crops were damaged,” he said. The flood has 
also damaged an electric pole cutting off power supply. Former Paro dzongrab, Dawa, whose house is 
located next to the stream and suffered damages, accused Bhutan power corporation officials of not 
assisting them. “An official said that they don’t work on weekends and slammed the phone,” said Dawa. 
Dawa said that about 30 of them wanted to appeal to His Majesty, but were stopped by the gup and the 
dzongda. The villagers, who blamed the Bhutan stone and aggregate factory (BSAF), whose factory and 
quarry are located upstream, on Saturday said that the management were helpful after the first flood, by 
deploying two excavators to clean the stream. “We’ve been working for more than 48 hours, but there’s 
no sign of government aid,” said a BSAF official. “Government officials have only came to see the 
situation, but there is no response yet.” Meanwhile, the national council member from Thimphu, Sangay 
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Zam, who visited the affected area, said that the aftermath of flood was reported to works and human 
settlement minister, Lyonpo Yeshi Zimba. “Since it was a holiday yesterday and without appraisal report, 
the dzongkhag will discuss on next step today only,” she said. 
 
ADB is stepping up support 
 
Source:- Kuensel Newspaper 
Date: -02 August 2010 
 
An estimated amount of USD 58.4M for the rest of the 10th plan period 

 
The Asian development bank (ADB) is looking at scaling up assistance to Bhutan by 
almost 60 percent, over the next two years, to support the remaining period of the 10th 
five year socio economic development plan. Indicative spending for Bhutan under 
ADB’s concessional Asian development fund for 2011-12 is estimated at about USD 
58.4M, which is around Nu 2.7B. Over the next four years, ADB’s investment 
programme includes a renewable energy project to support the government’s rural 
electrification programme, urban infrastructure, rural roads, domestic airport 

improvements and capacity building for government agencies. ADB is also one of the sources of finance 
for the Bhutan Green Power development project, which aims to promote cross border power trade and 
electricity access within the country. The 114 MW Dagachu project, for which ADB is providing 
assistance of USD 80M, is one component of the project. Renewable energy, like solar for rural areas, is 
another component. At the conclusion of a three-day visit to Bhutan, the ADB president, Haruhiko 
Kuroda, told the Bhutanese media on July 31 that he was very satisfied with the implementation of ADB 
projects in the country. “I’m happy to say that, over the years, Bhutan has made substantial progress in 
reducing poverty and improving the lives of the people,” he said, adding that the poverty rate declined 
from over 36 percent in 2000 to just over 23 percent in 2007. Still, Bhutan faced significant challenges in 
high rural poverty, unemployment, lack of skilled labour for key industries, gaps in infrastructure 
development and an underdeveloped private sector that must be addressed in the medium to longer term. 
“Given that rural poverty remains much higher than urban poverty, efforts must continue to ensure that 
economic growth is made inclusive and brings benefits to all citizens,” said Mr Kuroda. Since 2006, 
considering Bhutan’s debt burden and other indicators, all assistance to Bhutan has been in the form of 
grants, except for the Bhutan Green Power development project. On the borrowings to harness 
hydropower potential, the president said that excessive borrowing could hamper smooth growth and, if 
such a thing happened, ADB would advise the government to reduce the tempo. “But at this point the 
government is making prudent investment decisions, because there is huge hydropower potential that 
could benefit the economy, people and the government,” said Mr Kuroda. The president also said 
improving connectivity and communication through road and air transport was one way to further open 
the economy to global markets and diversify the local economy, which is highly dependent on sale of 
electricity to India. Improving connectivity could also help overcome the challenges of being a landlocked 
country with a narrow economic base and a population of under a million, said Mr Kuroda. “The good 
point is that Bhutan is next to India, which is one of the fastest growing economies in the world,” he said. 
“But, in order to get its fullest benefit, you have to improve connectivity and communication.” Bhutan 
joined ADB in 1982 and has since availed 24 concessional loans, of a cumulative value of about USD 
284M, of which USD 147.24M was outstanding on March 31. ADB has also been providing technical 
assistance (TA) grants, which had a cumulative value of USD 44M, as of December last year. Despite 
considerable progress and being on track to achieve the millennium development goals, Bhutan remains a 
poor country, according to the 2009 ADB fact sheet on Bhutan. Inequality is high, with the top quintile 
consuming eight times more than the lowest quintile. Hydropower accounts for some 12 percent of GDP 
and 45 percent of national revenues. 
 
 
Team visits flash flood site 
 
Source: Kuensel Newspaper 
Date: 03 August 2010 
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Assessment report to be submitted to government 
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After The Deluge: The damage (as to this chili field) was thankfully only slight. 
�
A team from government yesterday visited Namseling to pacify villagers, who seemed rather belligerent, 
following two flashfloods last week. The team comprised the Thimphu dzongda, officials from national 
environment commission, geology and mines and disaster management. Thimphu dzongda Lhab Dorji 
informed the villagers that they had assessed the damages, the report of which would be submitted to the 
government. “Government will direct me on how to go about the situation and decide over the 
compensation,” he said. “The damages weren’t severe except for a few crops.” A disaster management 
official said they were awaiting the appraisal report, which they needed to analyse before submitting it to 
the prime minister’s office. The official said the damage was minor and that no villager was starving or 
left homeless. “But they were insistent the Bhutan stone and aggregate factory build the retaining wall 
they had promised soon,” he said. With regard to compensating for crop damages, he said they could not 
promise anything at the moment, since the report showed no serious damages. “Unless people were facing 
severe starvation, we need to be mindful of the sustainability of resources,” he said. On complaints against 
disaster management that they were tardy in responding, home minister Lyonpo Minjur Dorji explained 
there was no need for immediate response, as there was no threat to life. Meanwhile, economic and affairs 
minister Lyonpo Khandu Wangchuk informed Bhutan stone and aggregate factory management that the 
geology and mines report proved the flood was not caused because of the factory. “We still need to work 
and find the exact causes of the flood,” he said. The minister, however, directed the management to build 
a retaining wall soon, to ensure the factory does not cause people harm in future. The quarry manager, 
Dawa, said they were ready to begin work on building retaining walls as soon as they could. 
“Construction of retaining wall was delayed because of the SAARC summit in April,” he said. “The 
immigration had disallowed us from bringing in expatriate workers.” A disaster management official said 
they were awaiting geology and mines department’s technical report to submit to the government. 
“Whether we help and what kind will be determined by the government’s decision,” he said. The team 
will revisit Namseling village today. 
 
Gengkhar – Village that missed out 
 
Source: Kuensel Newspaper 
Date: -04 August 2010 
 

Due to some snafu, these victims failed to receive their roofing material 
�
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Between the collapsed house and temporary shade. 
�
The wait for corrugated galvanised iron (CGI) sheets for a number of Gengkhar villagers in Udzorong, 
Trashigang, whose houses suffered major damages during the last quakes in the east, has proved rather 
long and futile. A day’s journey from Trashigang on the Mongar-Trashigang border, owners of about 13 
houses in the village were confused why it took so long for their sheets to reach them, while others in the 
village, with even partial damage from the earthquakes, received theirs. One despondent farmer said that 
all their tshogpa told them was he had submitted the names of all villagers affected by the earthquake. The 
village chupon, Dorji Dema, said they found out from the gewog administrative officer (GAO), who 
recently visited the village to inspect the reconstruction work, that only 12 names were submitted. “Why 
did he omit our names?” she said. The list of names was submitted to the gewog by the tshogpa, Shitu, 
who resigned months ago, when the first lot of CGI sheets arrived and were distributed. Shitu insisted he 
submitted the names of all affected villagers. “I don’t know how only 12 of them received theirs, while the 
rest didn’t,” Shitu said in disbelief. The gewog officer had asked the tshogpa to submit names of villagers 
entitled for CGI sheets. In compliance with directives from the dzongkhag, Udzorong gup Tenzin Wangda 
explained that they submitted names of affected villagers, who were rebuilding their homes from scratch. 
“We’ve submitted the list the tshogpas gave us, including the number of sheets required, along with 
specifications, depending on size of houses,” he said. “The government had issued the highest number for 
all households.” Gewog officers were given specific instructions that the worst affected households of 
third and fourth categories, meaning those that suffered major damages or were beyond repair, would be 
the main recipients of the sheets. In a meeting between dzongkhag disaster group and gewog 
administrative officers to discuss earthquake relief and reconstruction works in February this year, had it 
was decided that CGI sheets would be provided to households undertaking complete new construction, 
irrespective of what their damage category. The minutes of the meeting also said the sheets would be 
provided to houses intending to begin reconstruction work soon and not to those planning next year. The 
Udzorong gewog administrative officer, Jigme Yeshi, said he had submitted the list, according to the 
decisions of the meeting. “Since there wasn’t much time, tshogpas were asked to submit the list of 
villagers, who’d carry out the reconstructions soon,” he said. Gewog officials said the issue on CGI was 
isolated to Gengkhar villagers. “Other villages under the gewog had no problems,” he said. “To avoid 
errors, I repeatedly called tshogpas to ensure no mistakes were made while submitting the name lists.” The 
Gengkhar tshogpa had submitted names of only 12 households. Of the 12 farmers, who received the CGI 
sheets, three houses had totally collapsed while two were under partial damaged category, which in 
addition, received Nu 15,000 each from His Majesty. Seven of the 12 houses were roofed with CGI sheets 
and five with wooden shingles. The 13 houses that suffered major damages in third category received Nu 
30,000 from His Majesty, apart from Nu 60,000 insurance claims. None of them received their sheets. 
Unable to arrange sawn timber, Tshering Pemo bought those of former thsogpa’s damaged house for Nu 
21,000. She received Nu 30,000 from His Majesty since her house suffered major damages. An area near 
her damaged house has been cleared to build a house anew. “We have the timber but we don’t have CGI 
sheets to roof once our house is complete,” Tshering Pemo’s husband said. “We’ll manage with wooden 
shingles.” They live in a temporary bamboo hut near their broken house. Many of some 20 villagers, 
Kuensel spoke with, said that they could not demand for CGI sheets, since it is a kidu from His Majesty.  
“We just want the local authorities to say it clearly whether we are entitled for the sheets,” one of them 
said. While farmers are preparing to rebuild homes alongside their farm works, many have arranged sawn 
timbers and some are already readying wooden frames for their homes. The only villager, who 
successfully rebuilt his house, had sold his old CGI sheets to another villager, who was not listed for the 
new ones. Gewog officials said villagers were told not to sell CGI sheets and that it was a crime. The 
villagers discussed the matter with their parliament representatve, home minister Lyonpo Minjur Dorji 
during his constituency visit earlier this year. “Lyonpo had apparently scolded the gup but, besides that, 
there has been no action so far,” a villager said. Lyonpo Minjur Dorji, over a telephonic interview, said 
people should be granted what they were entitled to. “We’ve set criteria; if they aren’t entitled, then there 
is no way we can give them,” he said, adding the old sheets, which can be reused should be used, 
otherwise new ones would be provided. Since the matter was dealt with at the dzongkhag, he said he 
would have to enquire to comment any further. Trashigang dzongrab Dorji Sangay said a dzongkhag team 
would visit the village to sort out the matter after the dzongda, who is on tour, returned. “We’ll resolve the 
matter very soon,” he said. In the two earthquakes in September 21 and October 29, 453 houses in 13 
gewogs under Trashigang dzongkhag suffered major damage, following which 18,751 CGI sheets were 
issued for rebuilding homes under His Majesty’s command. In Udzorong gewog alone, more than 110 
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households received CGI sheets. The dzongkhag issued 560 timber permits to villagers so far. “It’s a 
continual process and we’ll continue to issue free timber permits to victims as and when they apply,” 
Trashigang planning officer Ugyen Dorji said. Each household is given a minimum of six standing trees 
free of royalty. The villagers also received vegetable seeds, clothes, timber, rice and tarpaulin as relief 
supplies after their homes were damaged by the earthquakes. The new village tshogpa, Kezang Wangmo, 
said that the issue would be raised during the gewog tshogchung, which will be held today. 
 
 
 

India  
 
23 kanwarias killed as truck falls off bridge 
 
Source: The Times of India 
Date: 02 August 2010 
 
DEHRADUN/GURGAON: An early morning trip for a quick bath in the Ganga before resuming their 
journey to Gomukh proved fatal for 23 kanwarias when the mini-truck carrying them skidded off Dabrani 
bridge, around 40 km from Uttarkashi, and fell into a ravine on Sunday. The mini-truck was carrying 
kanwarias from Gurgaon and neighbouring Haryana villages. They were travelling to Gangotri on the 
Rishikesh-Gangotri National highway to collect water from the Ganga a night halt at Uttarkashi. The 
death toll could rise as several pilgrims are feared to have been swept away by turbulent waters of the 
Bhagirathi. ‘‘These young kanwarias left in a mini-truck (HR 55 E 2307) on July 29 evening from 
Gurgaon. While some were first-timers, a few among them had been to Gomukh. They called me early 
Sunday morning and told me that they would take a holy dip into the Ganga. They sounded very excited. 
That was the last we heard from them. The entire village is in a state of shock,’’ said Gajraj Kaushik, 
sarpanch, Baganki village. The truck was apparently overloaded with pilgrims. Incessant rains and 
slippery roads caused the truck to skid and fall into the ravine. 
 
14 deaths reported from UP, as heavy rains lash most part of North India 
 
Source: Newsonair 
Date: 03 August 2010 
 
Fourteen persons were killed as heavy rains lashed most parts of North India yesterday drenching 
Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. All the 14 casualties were reported from UP where rivers 
including the Ganga, Yamuna and Ghagra continued their upward surge amid heavy rains. With the latest 
casualties, the total number of deaths in rain related incidents across the state this season has raised to 92. 
Widespread rains also continued in Rajasthan with Bikaner and Ajmer receiving maximum rainfall of 9 
mm till yesterday evening. Met department predicts rain to occur at most places in southern and northern 
parts of the desert state in the next 24 hours. Temperatures across Punjab and Haryana dipped marginally 
following widespread rains. While Chandigarh was drenched by 14.6 mm of rainfall, Ludhiana received 
eight mm of rains and Karnal three mm of showers. But the rains could not bring much relief to people in 
the region due to high humidity levels which oscillated between 75 to 95 per cent. After heavy downpour 
and pleasant weather for the past two days, humid conditions returned to the National Capital. The 
maximum temperature was recorded at 34 degrees while the minimum settled at 25.2 degrees. The 
humidity levels oscillated between 65 and 95 percent. The weatherman expects the sky to remain 
generally cloudy with one or two spells of light rains in some areas today with the maximum and 
minimum temperatures likely to be around 34 and 25 degrees respectively. 
 
 
One die of H1N1 in Sangli; toll rises to seven 
 
Source: Zee News 
Date: 03 August 2010 
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Sangli: The death toll in the deadly H1N1 virus in the district rose to seven with one more person 
succumbing to the viral infection at a civil hospital, health officials said Tuesday. Lakshmirani Deshmukh, 
48, died here yesterday after she was admitted to Sangli civil hospital on July 31, they said. Chief of the 
H1N1 flu committee in Sangli told PTI that three persons have been tested positive for H1N1 virus in the 
district while seven suspected cases have been found so far. 
 
12 Jharkhand districts declared drought hit 
 
Source: Newsonair 
Date: 04 August 2010 
 
Jharkhand 12 districts, including Ranchi, are declared drought hit. The decision was taken yesterday 
evening by the Advisory Council of the Governor on the basis that these districts have received less than 
50% rainfall. The districts which are declared drought hit are- Ranchi, Giridih, Bokaro, Dhanbad, Palamu, 
Jamtara, Jamshedpur, Khunti, Saraikela-Kharwana, Chatra, Ramgardh and Latehar. Now these 12 districts 
can benefit from the various programmes of Central and State Government under Natural Disaster Relief 
policies. 
 
 
Bihar Govt. declares drought in 28 districts 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 04 August 2010 
 

���������������	
��������
������	������	�����
��	���
���������
������
�����������
�������

�	���� ������	����

��������������������������������
�����
���	�������� 
�����
�

Patna: With an irregular monsoon leading to a huge rainfall deficit, the Bihar government on Tuesday 
declared 28 of its 38 districts “drought-afflicted.” Speaking to journalists, Principal Secretary, Disaster 
Management Vyasji Mishra said if the situation deteriorated further in the remaining 10 districts , they too 
would be declared “drought-hit.” The declaration came after an intensive three-hour Cabinet meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister Nitish Kumar to review the looming drought-like conditions persisting since 
early June. “I will take time off to meet the Prime Minister and ask the Centre to grant Bihar a special 
package under the National Calamity Contingency Fund (NCCF) guidelines,” said Mr. Kumar, after the 
meeting. Mr. Kumar said the package would aid in providing agricultural input subsidies, gratuitous relief, 
fodder and water for cattle and strengthening of the irrigation system besides providing other forms of 
assistance like employment generation through Mahatma Gandhi National Rural employment Guarantee 
Scheme (MGNREGS). Mr. Mishra said a proposal seeking urgent central assistance in form of a package 
had already been drafted by the State government. The 28 districts declared drought-afflicted are: Gaya, 
Jehanabad, Aurangabad, Arwal, Nawada, Patna, Nalanda, Bhojpur, Buxar, Rohtas, Kaimur, Munger, 
Sheikhpura, Lakhisarai, Jamui, Begusarai, Bhagalpur, Banka, Siwan, Muzzafarpur, Sitamarhi, 
Madhubani, Samastipur, Darbhanga, Vaishali, Saran, East Champaran and Sheohar. Mr. Mishra said these 
districts were suffering a 23% rainfall deficit with an average rainfall of 392.8 mm as against the normal 
figure of 508.5 mm during the period from June 1 to July 31. The crop cultivation in these districts had 
been less than 47%, he said. This is the second consecutive year that the State has been coping with a 
drought. In 2009, 26 districts had been declared drought-afflicted, having received 42% less rainfall than 
the normal monsoon.The lack of rain in the first three weeks of July has severely afflicted the State's 
paddy crop, with only 41.4 % (i.e. 13.37 lakh out of a total 32.27 lakh hectares) of the total cultivable area 
for paddy being utilized. As of now, the State government is already giving farmers a diesel subsidy of Rs. 
200 per hectare (at Rs. 20 per litre) for three rounds of irrigation for saving paddy saplings. It has also 
decided to provide uninterrupted power supply to the rural areas for at least five to six hours a day in order 
to provide additional power for facilitating irrigation activities and save crops. In addition, Mr. Kumar has 
directed the District Magistrates to take regular stock of drinking water problems by closely monitoring 
the situation in their respective districts. 
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‘Climate is changing faster than we think' 
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 04 August 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
 
 

Michael Freilich, Director of Earth Science Division, NASA, at the Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore.��
�

Bangalore: Eclipsed though it may be by the more glamorous space missions at NASA, a group of remote 
sensing ‘Earth Science' satellites have been capturing for scientists some of the most exciting and useful 
images of the earth and the atmosphere. From climate change to severe weather conditions and glacial 
melt to wildfires on land, satellites of NASA's Earth Science Division have never been more important to 
scientists, said division's director Michael Freilich delivering a lecture on “NASA's Earth Science 
Program: Accomplishments, Challenges and Plans” at the Indian Institute of Science on Tuesday. 
Satellites Terra and Aqua have been capturing images of the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, which began 
in April after the explosion of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig. The extent and shape of the oil spill appears 
to be in constant flux due to weather conditions, currents and the use of oil-dispersing chemicals, he said. 
A little while earlier images of the giant ash-cloud produced by the Icelandic volcano, had helped give the 
green signal to resume air activity over Europe, Dr. Freilich said. Among the projects of NASA's Earth 
Science system is the “Afternoon Constellation,” a formation of five satellites flying in very close 
proximity to each other and sending in a cache of information on different parameters. Satellite imagery 
appears to indicate that climate change appears to be more rapid than we believe, he said. There has been a 
systematic increase in State funds for NASA, and for the division in particular, after the Obama 
administration took over, he said. “NASA is now in the process of calibrating data from ISRO's Oceansat 
2 for weather monitoring,” Dr. Freilich said. 
 
Rains claim six lives in north Gujarat 
 
Source: DD News 
Date: 05 August 2010 
 

 
Six persons including a woman and three girls died in different incidents following heavy rains in north 
Gujarat. Four children, including three girls, drowned in a pond at Bural village in Banaskantha district 
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while a woman was killed in wall collapse due to heavy rains and a man was drowned in rainwater in 
Sami town of the district, police said. The bodies of four children were fished out of a pond on 
Wednesday, police said, adding that the children were missing from Tuesday after they went out to graze 
their animals. They drowned in the village pond while they were bathing in it, police said. They were 
identified as Ranjeetsinh Solanki (12), Vilasba Solanki (10), Jobanba Solanki (14) and Sangeeta Solanki 
(12), police said. As many as 15 mud houses collapsed in Ved village in Patan district in which two 
persons were injured. Vav Taluka in Banaskantha received highest 192 mm rainfall followed by 125 mm 
in Becharaji in Mehsana District. Modasa in Sabarkantha recorded 97 mm of rainfall within eight hours, 
the district officials said. 
 
Uttarakhand: House collapse due to landslide leaves 5 dead 
 
Source: Newsonair 
Date: 05 August 2010 
 
In Uttarakhand, five persons were killed and three others injured when a house collapsed due to landslide 
at Gouchar in Chamouli district today. According to our Dehradun correspondent the deceased were 
labourers from Mau district of Uttar Pradesh. In an another incident, five minor children drowned in 
Haridwar yesterday. 
 
Eight diarrhoea deaths in Adilabad  
 
Source: The Hindu 
Date: 05 August 2010 
 
Andhra Pradesh, ADILABAD: Adilabad District Medical and Health Officer M. Manikya Rao on 
Wednesday said eight persons had died to diarrhoea in the district this season. He said medical teams were 
watching the situation and providing necessary heakthcare. Dr. Manikya Rao told The Hindu that 64 
diarrhoeal cases from Pondpalli village in Bhainsa mandal were being treated at a special camp. The cause 
for spread of the disease in this village was identified as contaminated water consumed by locals after they 
drew water from the damaged underground pipeline. 
 
Two die of swine flu 
 
SOURCE: - THE HINDU, Cuttack, Andhra Pradesh 
DATE: - 6 August. 2010 

NALGONDA: Swine flu has raised its ugly head once again in the district claiming the lives of two 
persons.P. Ravi (25) of Narsingpeta in Athmakur (S) mandal and M. Komuraiah (65) of Raghavapuram in 
Mothe mandal, reportedly died of swine flu while undergoing treatment at different hospitals in 
Hyderabad on Wednesday and Thursday respectively. Achyuth (9) of Tipparthi was shifted to a 
Hyderabad hospital today after he developed swine flu-like symptoms. 

13 killed in mishaps 
 
SOURCE: - THE HINDU, Dehradun 
DATE: - 6 August. 2010 

DEHRA DUN: Thirteen persons were killed in different mishaps in Uttarakhand on Thursday.Five 
members of a family were killed when their house at Gochar in Chamoli district was buried under 
landslide debris around 1-30 a.m. The tragedy came to light in the morning after three survivors managed 
to get out of the debris and informed the neighbours.Three Kanwarias were washed away while taking a 
bath in the Ganga at Rishikesh. Police divers have been pressed into service to recover the bodies, sources 
said. In another tragic case, five members of a family died and three were taken ill after eating vegetables 
in Darmola of Rudraprayag on Wednesday. 
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Maldives  
 
MDP Haruge set on fire 
 
SOURCE: - MIDAHU NEWS, Male 
DATE: - 5 August. 2010 
 

Office of the MDP Haruge was set on fire, around 0045 hrs on the night of 3 August 2010.None was 
injured in the incident, but several electronic goods in the office including video camera, speaker, 
amplifier, mixer, megaphone and many other items including banners. Some documentation of the MDP 
Haruge was also affected. Reports indicate that a petrol bomb was thrown into Haruge by a passing 
motorcycle. Police has blamed “an explosion” for the fire. When the fire broke out MDP activists has tried 
to control the fire, before MNDF fire services controlled the fire in 15 minutes. A staff at Haruge has said 
that such attacks are becoming common. First attack was during the Independence Day. 

 
 
Nepal 
 

Property worth million gutted in Dolkha fire 
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Dolkha 
DATE: - 2 August. 2010 

DOLKHA, AUG 02 - Three persons including two minors were injured when fire gutted a house in the 
market area of Maina Pokhari of Dolkha on Sunday night. Devi Jirel and her two children—nine-year-old 
daughter Nimki and two-year-old son Bijaya sustained serious injuries in the fire. They have been 
undergoing treatment in the Capital. Jirel used to run a momo shop at her rented room in the house owned 
by Dip Khatri. The fire is said to have originated when the children of Jirel tried to light an oil-fed lamp 
after power went off at 10:30 pm in the night, according to police. Police and locals worked together to 
douse the fire. In the process, ASI of Area Police Office, Maina Pokhari, Kamal Prasad Chaulagain and 
some locals were injured. Property valued Rs. One million is also reported to have been damaged in the 
fire. 

8 killed in landslide, other missing 
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Dolakha 
DATE: - 3 August. 2010 

DOLAKHA, AUG 03 - Eight workers have been killed and other three have gone missing in the landslide 
at Sipring River Hydroelectric Project at Gaurishankar and Khare VDC in northern Dolakha on Monday 
night. Six workers who were rescued have sustained injuries. However, the landslide did not affect the 
police station in the project area. Security personnel have reached the incident site for rescue operation. 
The missing persons might have been swept away by the river following the landslide, police has 
suspected. Police said they are trying to call a helicopter for rescue operation, as the incident site lies in a 
remote area, away from the district headquarters. 

Nine hydroproject workers swept away 
 
SOURCE: - THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, Dolakha/Pokhara 
DATE: - 4 August. 2010 
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DOLAKHA/POKHARA: At least 14 
persons were killed and four went 
missing as flood and landslides 
wreaked havoc in Dolakha and Jajarkot 
districts today.Nine persons working in 
a tunnel of Sipringkhola Hydroproject 
were swept away when the river 
changed its course due to landslip in 
Gaurishankar and Khare in Dolakha. 
Two workers have been missing in the 
flood.According to District Police 
Office, the workers were asleep in a 

temporary camp when all hell broke loose. The deceased have been identified as Lalsingh Tamang, 
Pushpa BK, Tung Tamang, Lakpa Chhiri Sherpa and Ongchhewa Sherpa of Dolakha, Om pun and 
Bhishma Rana of Baglung, Shailesh Rai of Ramechhap and Kapildev Yadav of Birgunj. Mansing Tamang 
and Khem Bahadur Tamang have gone missing. DSP Dhiraj Pratap Singh said the police were searching 
for the missing. Injured Chakta Bahadur Tamang and Dudhe Tamang were airlifted to Kathmandu for 
treatment in a military helicopter, while three have been undergoing treatment in Dolakha.Elsewhere, five 
persons of a family were killed when their house in Dasera, Jajarkot, caved in this morning due to 
incessant rainfall.  According to Ram Pyara Kharel, DSP, Jajarkot, Dalbir Badi (33), his daughters Jamara 
(8), Sarita (6) and sons Deepak (4) and Neeraj (2) were killed in the incident. Dalbir’s wife Devisara (30), 
however, escaped with injuries and is undergoing treatment in a local health post. In another landslip in 
Sildajure, Kaski, two students went missing this morning. According to Surya Bahadur Pande, a local, 
Arjun Baral (14) and Khimlal Giri (15), were swept away by the landslide on their way to Himalaya 
Secondary School. Landslide from Taprang Danda was yet to subside and has turned the Madi River into 
a lake. Mukti Bastola, Sildajure VDC secretary, said entire village on the bank of Madi River has been 
evacuated. He added that there was no trace of three travellers who had gone there. Fearing that the Madi 
River may change course, nearly 300 families have been told to evacuate. Threat posed by landslide in 
Parche, families living on the banks of Setikhola has begun evacuating. 
 

NHRC appeals for rescue of flood-hit 
 
SOURCE: - THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, Dadeldhura 
DATE: - 5 August. 2010 
 
KATHMANDU: National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) today appealed to the government to 
rescue victims from flood and landslide affected areas as soon as possible. Issuing a press statement, 
NHRC showed concern about the destruction caused by natural disaster at Dolakha, Jajarkot, Kaski, 
Taplejung, Baglung and Myagdi among other districts. The press statement also urged the government to 
rescue victims and provide medical treatment as soon as possible.NHRC demanded that concerned bodies 
become serious about minimising the danger, managing alternative place for migration and providing fast 
treatment facilities. NHRC has also asked the government to show serious concern about preventing 
water-borne diseases.  
 

Over 500 houses at risk of being swept away 
 
SOURCE: - THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, Nepalgunj 
DATE: - 6 August. 2010 
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NEPALGUNJ: More than 500 houses are at risk of being swept away after floods in Rapti River began 
inundating the temporary embankment 
constructed to stop the river from causing any 
damage.The embankment has been constructed 
in order to save Piprahawa, Khadaicha, Holiya, 
Tepari, Simrana and other villages from 
possible inundation by the river.More than 100 
meters of the 1,800 meter-long embankment 
has already been inundated by the swollen 
river.There is a need for around 14 kilometer-
long embankment on both the sides of the 
river, However, the temporary embankment 
had been constructed only to stop immediate 
damage, Narayan Subedi of the Embankment 
Project said.Meanwhile, a team has been sent 
to the site from Nepalgunj, and is currently 
taking stock of the damage caused and possible 

action to stop its further escalation.  

Landslide displaces hundreds of families 
 
SOURCE: - REPUBLICA NEWS, Pokhara 
DATE: - 6 August. 2010 
 
POKHARA:  The landslide in Sildjure, Kaski on Tuesday morning has displaced hundreds of families 
after it blocked Madi river to form a big lake.The locals in the vicinity of the river have left their homes 
and shifted elsewhere fearing havoc a sudden release of the blocked river can wreak. They have set up 
make-shift tents for temporary shelter.“We left after the water reached near our houses,” Krishna Bahadur 
Sapkota of Thumkodanda-9 said. “The water is just a couple of yards away now. The situation would be 
worse if the river gives way,” Sapkota added.Sapkota, who had constructed his house around 30 meters 
away from the river 25 years ago, now is right by the side of river due to gradual land erosion. He has now 
left the shop at his home and built a hut about 50 meters uphill. “We have lost our hunger and sleep. We 
stay looking at the river from shop during the day and go inside the hut in the evening,” he said.Secretary 
of Thumkodanda Village Development Committee (VDC) Rabi Mohan Sapkota said locals of Thulibesi, 
Jyangdu and Pulkomukh villages are under a greater threat. He said the locals have been advised to leave 
their houses. “The threat this time is real,” VDC Secretary of Majhthana reasoned. Five persons have been 
missing in the landslide and their bodies have yet to be found. 
 
Diarrhoea claims four 
 
SOURCE: - KANTIPUR NEWS, Gorkha 
DATE: - 7 August. 2010 

GORKHA , AUG 07 - At least four persons have been killed and dozens fallen sick due to the outbreak of 
diarrhoea in the northern remote villages of district-Gumda and Kashigaun. Among those who lost their 
lives to diarrhoea are Chhalmaya Gurung, 60 and Kul Bahadur Gurung, 30, of Gumda VDC, and Aaita 
Singh Gurung, 14 and Kaanchhi Gurung, 37, of Manbu-2, Kashigaun. Similarly, 13 locals of Gumda-5, 
Lapsibot, five of Maachhikhola and four of Khambesi have fallen sick, said Sunar Gurung, a local.  

 
 

Pakistan  
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China announces 10mn yuan aid for flood victims  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY TIMES, Islamabad 
DATE: - 2 August. 2010 

ISLAMABAD: The Chinese government on Monday announced to provide an emergency humanitarian 
aid of 10 million yuans to the Pakistani government to help it in its relief efforts in the flood-hit 
areas.According to a spokesman of the Chinese embassy in Pakistan, the decision to extend the assistance 
for flood relief and rescue efforts in Pakistan was reflective of the friendship that the Chinese government 
and its people have with Pakistan.Meanwhile, diplomats and staff members of the Chinese embassy in 
Islamabad voluntarily donated Rs 600,000 to help the flood-affected people in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.The 
donation was made as a goodwill gesture to express solidarity and sympathy with the affected people. On 
Saturday, Chinese Ambassador Liu Jian had travelled to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and met local officials. The 
ambassador offered his condolences to the victims of the flood and thanked the Pakistani government and 
the people for evacuating stranded Chinese workers. 

Lightning claims 26 lives 
 
SOURCE: - THE FRONTIER POST, Khal 
DATE: - 2 August. 2010 
 
KHAL: At least 26 people died and four others injured when lightning struck Gorgai, a village in Usherai 
Dara, at midnight, some 60 kilometres from here. The dead included 15 children, five women and six 
men. The lightning destroyed 24 houses and caused partial damage to 25 others. Main victim of this 
incident was a farmer Riasat who lost 12 members of his family, including eight children, two ladies and 
two men while his neighbour Ameer lost his four children, including three girls and boy. He said that 
bodies of 16 persons have been retrieved from the rubbles of the houses while about nine persons were 
still missing and believed to be buried under the fallen structures. 
 
Pakistan’s 1m flood victims need emergency aid: UN 
 
SOURCE: - THE NEWS, UN 
DATE: - 3 August 2010 

 
UNITED NATIONS: The Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said Monday that the worst floods 
to hit Pakistan since 1929 have left more than 1 million people in 
need of emergency assistance.In addition to a rising number of 
deaths, injuries and displacement, there is major damage to 
housing, roads, bridges, infrastructure in general, and livelihoods, 
according to a UN press release. In northwestern Pakistan, the 
estimated number of those who have died now exceeds 1,110. Over 
the weekend, a rapid assessment mission headed by Martin 
Mogwanja, the UN humanitarian coordinator in Pakistan, visited 

two north-western districts by helicopter, as there is no road accessibility to the districts. The mission 
confirmed widespread damage and urgent humanitarian needs. Access continues to be the main problem 
hampering relief efforts. Floods have damaged roads, bridges, and communications and utilities have also 
been damaged."The United Nations is working flat out to complement the assistance provided by the 
government," said John Holmes, the UN under-secretary-general for humanitarian affairs and the UN 
emergency relief coordinator."While we are still trying to get a full picture of the situation, we are also 
acting immediately on what we do know now to bring much needed relief to those affected. We are 
prepared to do so during the duration of this monsoon season if required," Holmes said. 
 
Three million affected by Pakistan floods: Unicef 
 
SOURCE: - THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE/REUTERS 
DATE: - 3 August 2010 
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The worst floods in memory in Pakistan have affected more than 3 million people so far and the death toll 
has climbed over 1,400, a spokesman for the UN Children’s Fund said on Tuesday.Abdul Sami Malik said 
1.3 million people were severely affected by the floods in the northwest, triggering heavy criticism of the 
government over its response to the disaster.Authorities are struggling to help victims of the flooding, 
many of whom have lost their homes and livelihood and say they had not received any official warnings 
that raging waters were heading their way.Malik said aid agencies and government officials will meet on 
Tuesday to determine whether to make an urgent international appeal for help.Authorities expect the death 
toll to rise, with forecasts of more of the heavy monsoon rains that have been lashing the area for the past 
week. Pakistan’s National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) said more than 29,500 houses were 
damaged and a key trade highway to China was blocked by flooding.Waters have receded in some flooded 
areas. But Malik expressed concern that waters were spreading from the worst hit province of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa to Pakistan’s Punjab heartland, the major food-producing province, as well as the Sindh 
region.“They are affected. What we have heard from Punjab is that 50,000 people have already been 
displaced and 200,000 people are being evacuated from Sindh,” he said.“In case of further rain, they 
expect that out of 23 districts in Sindh 19 will be affected.”Officials said it was too early to estimate the 
damage the floods had caused to the economy, but the rains had so far spared the main agricultural 
heartland in the Punjab.“The entire infrastructure we built in the last 50 years has been destroyed,” said 
Adnan Khan, spokesman for the provincial Disaster Management Authority in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. 

Foreign aid pledged 

Over $20 million in aid for flood has been pledged by various countries to Pakistan. The cash will be 
channeled through the Unicef and will be spent on efforts to help provide safe drinking water, toilets, 
sewage clearance and other measures. 

Private aid 

Numerous organisations are also working to help the victims of the flash floods in Pakistan. 

Canada gives $2mn in aid to flood-hit Pakistan 
 
SOURCE: - DAWN NEWS, Montreal 
DATE: - 4 August 2010 

MONTREAL: Canada announced Tuesday it was providing two million dollars worth of emergency aid 
for thousands of victims of Pakistan's worst floods in 80 years.The aid is being provided through the 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and “will help meet the immediate humanitarian 
needs of over 150,000 families who have been severely affected by the monsoon floods,” Minister of 
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International Cooperation Beverley Oda said.“Canada is gravely concerned for the people in northwest 
Pakistan who are facing this crisis,” she said.Of the two million dollars, 750,000 will go to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross for distribution of shelter materials and water, sanitation and 
health services, while the remainder goes to the World Food Programme (WFP) to provide much-needed 
food assistance.Relentless monsoon rains have caused a humanitarian disaster in Pakistan, with 3.2 
million people affected and up to 1,500 killed. 

55 more die: 50 Dadu villages submerged 
 
SOURCE: - THE NATION, Bhakkar 
DATE: - 4 August. 2010 
 
BHAKKAR – Floodwaters that devastated country’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Fata surged into the 
heartland on Tuesday, submerging dozens of villages along bloated rivers whose torrents have killed at 
least 1,500 people and put millions at risk of disease. At least 55 more reported killed on Tuesday. 
Flash floods swept away 45 members of three families who were shifting from Bote Bogha to some safer 
location in Bhakkar. The ill-fated families in small boats were making an attempt to leave the area 
devastated by unprecedented floods when their boats capsized in swirling water.Soon after the incident, 
Army and rescue teams rushed to the site and started rescue operation. However, not a single body was 
found. Agencies add: At least five people including a woman drowned in floodwater and several are 
missing in suburban areas of Hyderabad Town while the flood affectees have expressed concerns over 
slow pace of rescue work.Five people including Asif, Allah Ditta, Feroz and Nawaz drowned and 
hundreds are missing due to floods while the residents are facing acute inconvenience, as rescue work is 
very slow in flood-hit areas of Hyderabad Town. Floodwater has submerged houses and fields in Shahpur, 
Sahiwaal, Tarkhaan and other areas of Hyderabad Town.Meanwhile, another five people including 
children and women were killed at Khanorai area of Malakand in various rain-related incidents as many 
villages have been submerged in the recent spate of torrential rains and flash floods. 
 
Japan provides US$ 3mn grant for flood disaster 
 
SOURCE: -DAWN NEWS, Islamabad 
DATE: - 5 August. 2010 
 

ISLAMABAD: The Government of Japan on 
Wednesday provided emergency grant assistance of 
US$ 3 million for flood disaster.According to a 
statement issued by the Embassy of Japan, besides 
this it has also provided emergency relief goods 
worth of 20 million Japanese yen (approximately 
US$ 230,000).Japan has extended this emergency 
assistance immediately upon the request of the 
Government of Pakistan from a humanitarian point 
of view and in light of the friendly relations 
between both of the countries.In response to the 

disastrous floods in the country, which have caused serious damage with loss of many lives, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Japan, Katsuya Okada has dispatched his message of sympathy to Foreign Minister, 
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi.In his message, Minister Okada expressed deepest condolences to the 
victims and their bereaved families as well as sympathy to those who are affected. 
 
Water continues to wash away villages in its trail 
 
SOURCE: -THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, Peshawar 
DATE: - 5 August 2010 

An initial surge of flood water inundated Punjab on Wednesday, 
breaking 10 embankments and flooding hundreds of villages 
across the province.More than 400,000 people were affected in 
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Taunsa and Dera Ghazi Khan when as many as 160 villages were inundated. About 200,000 people had to 
seek refuge in mounds and schools and there are warnings that the DG Canal Link No 1 and RDA 138 and 
139 might break. The canal has already broken from points 198 to 210.Flood water caused an 
embankment of Muzzaffargarh Dam to break causing flooding in Kot Addu where people were evacuating 
on a self-help basis. The surge is now expected to arrive at Nishtar Ghat in Rajanpur, creating a serious 
threat for Mithan Koth, Rojhan, Kotla Mughlan and Umar Kot where protective dams are being 
strengthened.In Rajanpur, 150 villages were submerged and hundreds of people are besieged in water as 
relief work is hampered by rain. 

Sindh 

Sukkur DCO Inamullah Dharejo said on Wednesday that Sindh Chief 
Minister Qaim Ali Shah and district government officials had set up 
permanent camps in Sukkur to cope with the flood situation. The 
Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) was the focal 
agency for coordination and they had established a 24-hour control 
room.Dharejo said that they were coordinating with the armed forces 
and they had also prepared their own support system. The Sindh 
government has put 155 boats and 50 dewatering sets at the Pakistan 
Army’s disposal, he said.Responding to a question, the DCO said that 
until Wednesday, up to 80 per cent evacuation had been carried out 

from the katcha areas. “Those living in areas outside protective bunds near the river belt should also be on 
alert,” he said.Meanwhile, 164 medical camps have been established in districts that are under threat of 
flooding. 

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 

 

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Information Minister Mian Iftikhar Hussain said on Wednesday that funds provided 
to the provincial government for reconstruction of flood-ravaged areas were insufficient.“While allocating 
funds, the government should be mindful of the fact that 95 per cent of flood damage had been suffered by 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and only five per cent was suffered by other provinces,” he said.Hussain asked the 
people not to listen to ‘rumours’ and wait until government announcements. “The death toll registered 
with us is 797 while 790 are injured. More than 700,000 people have been rendered homeless, while 568 
villages were washed away by raging torrents, affecting more than 500,000 families,” he said.Speaking 
about damage to the province’s infrastructure, he said that 200 roads, 92 bridges, 85 educational 
institutions, 32 health centres, 32 irrigation schemes, 11 government buildings and five grid stations had 
been destroyed. Meanwhile, the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) said on Wednesday 
that the flow of rivers in the province was declining. 

4.0 million displaced by floods: UN 
 
SOURCE: - THE NEWS, UN 
DATE: - 6 August 2010 
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UNITED NATIONS: The United Nations says up to 4.0 million people have now been affected by 
massive floods in Pakistan.Emergency crews are trying to evacuate up to 500,000 people from low-lying 
villages in the southern provinces of Sindh and Punjab. Bad weather has hampered rescue efforts in the 
northwest of Pakistan. But military helicopters from the United States have joined the relief operation and 
flown several missions into the Swat Valley. Aid groups said hundreds of thousands of people have lost 
their homes and are in desperate need of food and clean drinking water. Pakistani president Asif Ali 
Zardari has been criticised by opposition groups for continuing an official visit to Europe while Pakistan is 
in crisis.  But the government has defended his absence and says it is doing all it can to provide help to the 
flood victims. 

Floods kill over 1,600, affect 4m: UN | Indus submerges Jampur 
 

SOURCE: - THE POST, Islamabad 
DATE: - 6 August. 2010 

ISLAMABAD: The raging water of the river Indus on Thursday 
has submerged Jampur while the water level at Guddu Barrage is 
persistently surging.The United Nations estimated Thursday that 
Pakistan's worst floods in generations brought on by torrential 
monsoon rains have affected more than four million people and 
killed some 1,600. "Altogether, more than four million people are 
in a way or another affected," said Manuel Bessler, who heads the 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in 

Pakistan. 
"What we are facing now is a major catastrophe," added the UN official who was speaking from 
Islamabad at a teleconference with journalists in Geneva. Bessler also revised the death toll from the 
disaster to 1,600 from 1,500 previously, and added that this was only from the northwestern province of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. "Obviously the figures will go up," he said. 

The UN official said that the "huge body of water from the north" was moving south and affecting the 
country's most populous provinces of Punjab and Sindh. "We are only in the middle of the monsoon 
season, there is more rain expected. We are afraid it will get worse," added Bessler.The flooding has also 
left behind a trail of destruction. With roads washed away and bridges destroyed, some areas are 
completely cut off. "This of course slows down the operation, makes it complicated and lengthens it. 
That's the main explanation why we see frustration and anger that is absolutely understandable by the 
population who feel abandonned," said Bessler.Only a fraction of the population has received aid. 
According to the International Organization for Migration, which is coordinating the shelter relief 
response to the disaster, between 20,000 and 30,000 tents have been distributed. "But the gap is enormous, 
the needs are great," said Brian Kelly, an IOM official in Pakistan.The raging water of the river Indus on 
Thursday submerged Jampur city forcing residents to vacate to safer places, leaving behind their 
valuables. Ten to fifteen houses including three Pakka houses collapsed due to the flood waters in the city 
and suburbs.Flood Control Centre Rajanpur said that water was only two feet high in the city but 8-10 feet 
in rural suburbs, however, eye witnesses revealed it was as high as eight-ten feet in some parts of the city 
including Alipur Chowk, Bhatti Chowk, Haidria Colony, Lundi Pitafi road, Masan Shah Colony, Lal 
Parwana and Kotla Peeran Shah road.Around 70 per cent people of Jampur city including women, 
children and elderly people had already left the city leaving young people to guard the property. However, 
they too had to rush to Indus Highway and subsequent to safer places after the rising tide entered the city 
areas. 
There was anxiety all around on Wednesday last when the flood wave hit the last protection Bund, 
Gamoon Kudia Spur, however, the flow was diverted to the opposite direction after administration 
breached Baharan Pir Chowk embankment from three points near Sheroo road. 
The wise decision saved the city from flood but only for eight to ten hours because after a few hours the 
water had again adopted the reverse course after submerging a village Gadan near the river bank and 
hitting the main Spur there. There were suggestions to break this Spur to divert water to Indus river bed, 
however, this option has now become irrelevent because water was now flowing over this embankment 
from the river to the city.Government offices and schools were empty and there was nothing there except 
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water. Electric poles fell down in some parts of the city. A five feet high water wave had already 
submerged Girls high school Jampur, a fish aquarium centre and Jampur stadium in the suburbs before it 
entered the city.Flooding in the city forced people to convert Indus Highway near Jampur as their 
makeshift home where families were waiting hopelessly for food items and shelter, while others having 
means of transportation were i na rush leave the area as early as possible.DCO Rajanpur Iftikhar Rasool 
said that over a dozen mobile vans were being sent to Jampur to provide food to those countless people 
who have found Indus Highway near the city as their only shelter. 

He said that Kot Mithan city was also facing flood threat but water had not yet entered the main city. He 
acknowledged that water has damaged city suburbs but added the rescue and relief operation was in 
progress and all out efforts were being made to keep the city of Hazrat Khawaja Ghulam Fareed 
safe.Flood tide with over 700,000 cusecs of water is raging from Guddu Barrage, causing dozens of 
villages to be deluged under water. The floodwater also inundated a school, a mosque and several houses 
in the village abutting the Barrage.The protective embankment of the adjoining Goth Hasan Mazari 
breached to the effect the entire area was inundated, leaving the affected people under open skies near 
Guddu Barrage.The district administration, Pak Army and the Rangers have intensified the guard over the 
sensitive embankments. The lashing downpours disrupted the power system in Larkana's areas, Qambar 
Shahdadkot and the suburban areas, where low-lying areas sank under water.The district administration 
and Army have joined hands to make arrangements in various areas including Ghotki and Obaro 
following flooding at Guddu Barrage. The precautionary arrangements are being made in Nawabshah area 
of Sakrand, Qazi Ahmed and Daulatpur. Heavy machinery, stones and concerned crew were transported to 
SM Mud Bund, as it was declared sensitive.The driving rains lashed Khairpur and its nearby areas, 
causing the roads and low-lying areas to be water-locked. Flooding hit Naseer Faqeer Jalalani as the 
massive rainwater powered from the mountains.Meantime, the water level at Kotri Barrage has begun to 
rise, amid augmenting water pressure at Manarki in Thatta and Sarjani Bund. The local administration has 
set up at least 94 relief camps in Thatta. Authorities mobilized more than 30,000 troops for relief efforts 
across the country and this process is still continuing."Troops had evacuated more than 19,000 people in 
different areas by using helicopters and boats," official sources said. Refugees are crowded in government 
schools and other official buildings where food and fresh water is being dispatched and threat of disease 
like diarrhea and skin problems loomed large".However, the government was actively engaged to resolve 
their problems and provision of necessary items including food items in the relief camps. Many others 
were unable to leave their flooded areas and were still waiting for relief supplies.Faisal Niazi, from the 
Mianwali district in the Punjab Province, said that the many rural areas were completely submerged. 
"Thousands of people are trapped in these areas and looking for assistance," Niazi said.  

Rescue workers faced difficulties reaching the stranded people as most of the roads have been blocked and 
the bridges washed away.Torrential rains also hit Azad Kashmir region, where over 57 were killed due to 
rain-related accidents. US Ambassador to Pakistan Anne Patterson promised seven helicopters to assist in 
relief efforts.In Kacha areas across river Indus, the flood water has affected more than 40,000 people, 
besides damaging thousands of houses and crops on 73,000 acres.This was stated by federal health 
minister Makhdoom Shahabuddin, who said that about 4,100 mud houses and 2,800 concrete structures 
were damaged due to flooding in the riverine areas.However, he stated that civil administration and Pak 
army jawans were busy in providing assistance to the people. Food items and important medicines were 
being provided to the affectees, said the minister."Displaced people are being shifted to safe places", he 
said. More rains in flooded areas: Local Meteorological department has forecast rain in various areas in 
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh northeast Balochistan, Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir.According to 
Met office sources seasonal low lies over northen Balochistan and adjoining areas. Yesterday's low over 
west Rajistan (India) and adjoining areas continues to persist with weak intensity.Rain recorded during 
last 24 hours in different parts of the country is as follows: Larkana 131 mm,Khanpur 121,Parachnar and 
D G Khan 65 ,R Y Khan 57,T T Singh 50,D I Khan 39,Bahawalpur city 32 and Airport 16,Shorkot 
13,Bhakkar 12,Mianwali 8,Kakul 8,Multan and Marala 4,Jhang and Rawalakot 2,Sara-i-alamgir 01 
mm.Flood situation in different rivers is as follows:River Indus at Tounsa and Guddu is in very high Flood 
level, at Chashma it is in high flood, at Kalabagh in medium flood situation and at Tarbela and Sukkur at 
low level.River Kabul at Nowshera is at very high flood level while River Chenab at Trimmu is at 
medium flood level and at Marala and Khanki at low flood level. The level of water at Tarbela Dam 
recorded on Thursday was 1529.42 feet while at Mangla Dam 1206.00 feet. 
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40,000 displaced, 6,000 houses damaged in riverine areas 
 
SOURCE: - THE FRONTIER POST, Rahim Yar Khan 
DATE: - 6 August 2010 

 
RAHIM YAR KHAN (APP): The flood water 
entering the riverine areas has affected more than 
40,000 people, besides damaging thousands of 
houses,and crops on 73000 acres. This was stated 
by federal health minister,Makhdoom Shahabuddin 
while talking to APP on Thursday. The minister 
expressed with regret than current floods caused 
heavy devastation in the form of displacement of 
people and property damage. He explained that 
about 4100 mud houses and 2800 concrete 
structures were damaged due to flooding in the 
riverine areas. However,he stated that civil 
administration and Pak army jawans were busy in 
providing assistance to the people. Food items and 

important medicines were being provided to the affectees, said the minister. “Displaced people are being 
shifted to safe places”, he said. However, the minister has appealed to the people of kutcha areas to leave 
these points as heavy deluge of water is passing through River Sindh (Indus).The flood is highest after that 
in 1992, he observed. 

Half a million flee floods in Sindh 
 
SOURCE: - DAILY TIMES, Sindh 
DATE: - 7 August. 2010 
 
* Over 500,000 relocated to safer places, evacuation still continues  
* Major floods in next 48 hours threaten hundreds of villages along Indus River 

DURRANI MEHAR: Authorities battled to contain 
flooding in Sindh, evacuating half a million people 
from at-risk areas as the UN warned on Friday of 
the “daunting” scale of the crisis.Authorities in 
Sindh were busy evacuating villagers, warning that 
major floods in the next 48 hours threatened 
hundreds of communities.“It is a real crisis all over 
the country. It is unprecedented floods in our 
history,” Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) 
spokesman Major General Athar Abbas said. “We 
do not have the kind of resources which really 
warrant to cope with a situation like this and I think 
it is needed that the international community should 

come to our help,” he said.UN warning: “The scale of the needs is absolutely daunting,” said Melissa 
Fleming, a spokeswoman for the office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. “At least 11 districts 
are at risk of flooding in Sindh, where more than 500,000 people have been relocated to safer places and 
evacuation still continues,” said the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.More than 
252,000 homes are thought to have been damaged or destroyed across the country, and 1.38 million acres 
of cropland flooded, and it could take weeks before electricity is fully restored.The flooding has 
threatened electricity generation plants, forcing units to shut down. Only three of 12 units are now 
functioning at the 1,200-megawatt Kot Addu Power Company plant in Punjab. Three grid stations in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were also shut down, and two private plants closed.12 million: Nadim Ahmed, the 
National Disaster Management Authority head, said 12 million people had so far been affected by the 
floods.However, the UN said that the number of affected people was around 4.5 million. The UN World 
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Food Programme (WFP) is deploying helicopters to feed the flood-affected people. On Thursday, seven 
metric tonnes of food, “enough to feed 2,500 people for one week”, were airlifted to Kalam.More rains: 
Heavy rains are expected to lash areas already devastated by the worst floods in 80 years.“We’re 
forecasting widespread rains in the country, especially in flood-affected areas,” said Qamaruz Zaman 
Chaudhry, director general of the Met department, adding that the downpours are expected in the next two 
days.A large amount of floodwater (ranging between 9,00,000 to 10,00,000 cusecs) is expected to pass 
through the Sukkur Barrage on Friday night. While, 6,00,000 to 7,00,000 cusecs would pass from Kotri 
sometime on August 10 or 11.  

Korea announces $500,000 for flood victims 
 
SOURCE: - THE FRONTIER POST, Hyderabad 
DATE: - 7 August 2010 
 
ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to Pakistan, Shin Un said his government has 
announced 500,000 dollars financial assistance for the flood affectees. He also assured all out cooperation 
in the early rehabilitation of the victims, the envoy told this to Acting Chairman Senate, Mir Jan 
Muhammad Khan Jamali. He paid a fare well call on to the Acting Chairman Senate at the Parliament 
House and exchanged views with him on matters of mutual interests and bilateral significance with 
particular reference to expansion in trade, business and parliamentary relations between Korea and 
Pakistan. The Ambassador also assured to help Balochistan in undertaking the capacity building of the 
Government functionaries and officials. He apprised the Acting Chairman Senate that the Korean 
Government is working closely with the NDMA to rebuild areas that have been devastated by the floods. 
The Acting Chairman observed that Pakistan enjoys very warm and cordial relations with Korea and 
expressed hope that these friendly ties would be further strengthened in the days to come. He emphasised 
the need to focus on Parliamentary exchanges and expand these relations into the cultural and economic 
fields. He informed that the Pak-Korea Friendship Group could be of great help to pave the way for 
exchange of Parliamentary delegations between the two countries. He said that recent floods have 
devastated a vast area of the country resulting in severe loss to the infrastructure and roads network. He 
thanked the Korean Ambassador for the financial assistance given for the rehabilitation of the flood hit 
areas. The Acting Chairman Senate added that there is large scope for investment in various sectors 
fisheries, IT and many other avenues which can help generate more employment opportunities for the 
people. He said the country's economy is basically agrarian and it needs land levelling equipment 
especially bulldozers, tractors etc. He informed the Ambassador that the Parliament has approved 18th 
Amendment Bill after which many of the departments would shift to Provinces. He also thanked the 
people and Government of Korea for the help extended during the October 8, 2005 earthquake. 
 

Sri Lanka  
 
Dengue deaths 165  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Colombo 
DATE: - 2 August. 2010 

Dengue patients 23,000: The number of dengue deaths reported during the past seven months is 165 and 
the number of dengue patients reported during the same period is 23,000, a Health Ministry spokesman 
said. The Ministry to combat dengue will implement dengue eradication programs with the participation 
of all sectors, organizations and individuals from August 2 to 9. The same program will be implemented 
on August 21 and 28. Armed Forces, Ministries, organizations and State officials will participate in this 
program. The National Dengue Control Week has been declared from August 16 to 22. Special dengue 
control programs and awareness programs will be implemented during this week. These programs will 
reach all State and private institutions.  

Multi-pronged approach to combat dengue  
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SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Colombo 
DATE: - 2 August. 2010 

The Government has called all hands to combat the spread of dengue in a multi- pronged approach during 
the month of August with the Security Forces, Police, Civil Defence, local political bodies, the public 
combining forces with health authorities to mitigate the effects of one of the worst outbreaks in years. 
Special programs are to be implemented starting today and would continue throughout the month with 
August 16 -22 being named National Dengue Control Week, on the instructions of Health Minister 
Maithripala Sirisena, a Ministry communique said. August 02, 09 , 21 and 28 has been named as dengue 
prevention days and special programs are to be launched at identified hot spots on these days. The 
Presidential Task Force on dengue prevention would spearhead a campaign involving 25 district 
committees, 09 provincial bodies, 325 Pradeshiya Sabha divisions and 16500 committees set up at Grama 
Niladhari divisions. The campaign would focus on eliminating identified breeding sites, awareness etc. 
and would encompass all Government and Private institutions, abandoned lands and personal property. In 
addition health authorities would also receive the first batch of 1400 Extraneous vials from Thailand on 
Wednesday which are to be used as plasma expanders in patients suffering from shock due to dengue 
haemorrhagic fever. The new plasma expander imported under the instructions of the World Health 
Organization is expected to help in reducing the number of deaths. However, Sri Lanka is not an isolated 
case when it comes to the increase in dengue. TheWHO states, incidence of dengue has grown 
dramatically around the world in recent decades. Some 2.5 billion people – two fifths of the world’s 
population – are now at risk from dengue. WHO currently estimates there may be 50 million dengue 
infections worldwide every year. The spread of dengue is attributed to expanding geographic distribution 
of the four dengue viruses and their mosquito vectors, the most important of which is the predominantly 
urban species Aedes aegypti.  

Increase in incidence of lightning 
 
SOURCE: - DAILY MIRROR, Colombo 
DATE: - 3 August. 2010 
 
An increase in the incidence of lightning was becoming a threat to the people and they should take 
precautions to protect themselves, said Mahesh Edirisinghe, senior lecturer of the Department of Physics 
at the University of Colombo, yesterday. Mr. Edirisinghe said that lighting had increased in recent years to 
such an extent that the country now experienced lightning during six months of the year. “The reason for 
this is the amount of damage man has done to the environment: carbon emissions, toxic emissions from 
factories, changes in global temperatures and the like have all contributed to this change,” he said. He said 
that homes and buildings should be protected by installing Surge Protection Devices which conduct the 
electricity to the ground. “Contrary to what people believe, a lightning rod is not enough to keep a house 
or building safe. Sensitive equipment, such as computers and refrigerators are in more common use now. 
Lighting pulsing through power lines in a building could easily damage electrical equipment,” he said. Mr. 
Edirisinghe said that lightning was one of the key issues pertaining to development in the country. “We 
are in the process of educating technical staff connected with ports and aviation. We will benefit with both 
structural and human protection if people are made aware of how to prevent problems that occur as a 
result of lighting,” he said. 
 
Wild fire in Sri Lanka destroys over 100 acres Adam's Peak forest 
 
SOURCE: - COLOMBO PAGE, Colombo 
DATE: - 5 August 2010 
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Colombo: Sri Lanka's Forest Conservation Department said that a wildfire has destroyed some 100 acres 
of forest area in Adam's Peak forest reserve. The Department said the fire is currently spreading rapidly in 
the area. Range Forest Officer of Balangoda, Ajith Jayasinghe has said the fire had initially broken out in 
the Rathanagolla area in the Walawe Valley and is now spreading to the Balangoda section of the forest 
reserve. According to Jayasinghe, the Forest Department officials are in the process of controlling the fire, 
but are in need of more assistance. Strong winds and dry weather conditions have made it difficult for the 
officers engaged in trying to douse the fire. The World Heritage Council last week declared the Central 
Highlands of Sri Lanka, including Adam's Peak, the Horton Plains National Park, and the Knuckles 
Conservation Forest as a World Heritage Site.  

Fire destroys hilly parts of Sri Pada reserve 
 
SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Sri Pada Reserve 
DATE: - 5 August. 2010 

More than 1,000 hectares of forest in the Sri Pada reserve was destroyed in a recent fire which engulfed 
the hilly parts of the Walawe basin recently. Balangoda forest in charge Range Ajith Jayasinghe said the 
fire which was extinguished in some of the major sections had spread to the hilly areas in Balangoda 
covered by Patana grass by yesterday morning. However the main forest area is now out of danger. Staff 
attached to the Ratnapura Disaster Management Centre too have assisted in dousing in response to a 
request made by the range office.  

Rs 88 m spent for flood hit - Fowzie  
 
SOURCE: - DAILY NEWS, Colombo 
DATE: - 6 August. 2010 

About Rs 88 million was spent to provide relief to the people affected throughout the country due to the 
torrential rains, Disaster Management Minister A.H.M. Fowzie told Parliament yesterday. He was 
answering a question raised by UNP MP Ravi Karunanayake. This money was spent to provide cooked 
meals and dry rations, to provide assistance for fully damaged and partially damaged houses and for crop 
damages that are not covered by any insurance scheme and as expenses to people who died from the 
disaster. He said the Ministry has been allocated Rs 245.5 million this year for relief work. "Preventive 
measures such as cleaning of main canals, removing obstructions and preparing the drain system and 
widening culverts are to be implemented in the future to prevent floods," Minister Fowzie said.  


