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+ % 0 Livestock and droughts in Balochistan
. 0 - . . .
J / A / Balochistan houses about 20 % per cent of the national livestock.
, o Estimated livestock population in Balochistan in 1999 was: 1,402,000
* 4+ , * % , % cattle, 213,000 buffaloes, 10,761,00 sheep and 10, 098,000 goats. The
* 1 population of livestock in Balochistan has grown by nine-hundred per cent
' 0 since 1947 rising from 2,327,000 to 22,483,000 heads. The total available
’ dry edible matter output per year (in normal years) amounts to 3.3 million
) ) + 6 I I K tones against a feed requirement of animal population, of some 6.3 million
--& ,F 1 * tones. Hence the range lands carrying capacity has been exceeded over
, - x4 the years by growing animal population.
4% The drought of 1998-2002 had severe impact on livestock population in
& Balochistan. As per estimates of an FAO/WFP joint mission’s report,
’ ’ J farmers lost up to 50 per cent of their sheep and up to 40 per cent of their
& y1&,, \ /1 goats in the drought in the form of higher mortality and forced culling. It is
, + , estimated that 10. 65 million livestock were affected and 2.18 million
perished. In Sindh 5 million livestock were affected and 30,000 died.
& + 1 , +
& ’ ’ Sources: FAO Crop and food supply assessment mission to the Balochistan province of
* & _ + Pakistan, June 2000, and Contingency Plan for Drought affected Districts of Balochistan, 2006.
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Urbanization in Pakistan ’

+
Pakistan’s cities are expanding much faster than the overall population. At 1& 3
independence in 1947, many refugees from India settled in urban centers. o -! )
Between 1951 and 1981, the urban population quadrupled. The annual C+
urban growth rate during the 1950s and 1960s was more than 5 percent. ’
Between 1980 and early 1994, it averaged about 4.6 percent. In 1994, 32
percent of Pakistanis were living in urban areas. Urban population was -
estimated at 47.7 million in 2001 using the growth rate of 3.5 per cent. )
Estimates suggest that during 1951-98 when the overall population grew + +
by almost 4 times, the urban population rose by 7 times. The population 4* 1 +
pf urban areas in Pakistan was about 17.8 per cent of the total population % K -
in 1951, which rose to become 33 percent in 1998. & 1
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