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2010 Disasters in Numbers

The global data of disasters in 2010, released by the Centre for 
Research on the Epidemiology of Disaster (CRED), Leuven, Bel-
gium shows that although the total number disasters in which 10 
or more people were killed or 100 or more people were affected 
has increased marginally from 335 in 2009 to 373 in 2010, the total 
number of persons killed in disasters has increased drastically from 
10655 in 2009 to 296800 in 2010. This was mainly due to two mega 
disasters – January earthquake in Haiti that claimed 222500 people 
and summer heat wave and forest fire in Russia that killed 55736 
persons. Altogether 208 million people were affected by disasters 
globally and total economic damages were estimated of the order 
of US$110 billion. This made 2010 the deadliest disaster year in last 
two decades. 

For the first time the Americas topped the list of the world’s 
worst affected continents, accounting for 76 per cent of total 
deaths, followed by Europe, registering nearly a fifth of the year’s 
total deaths, and Asia sharing only 4.7 per cent of total mortality. 
However, Asia still remained the highest affected continent shar-
ing about 89 per cent of total affected people by disasters in 2010. 
Further, in the list of top 10 disasters with the highest death counts, 
five occurred in Asia.
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Disasters in Numbers – South Asia in Global Context

Indicators 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Number of Disasters-Global 395 399 321 327 373

Number of Disasters-S. Asia 54 49 25 39 34

South Asia among Top Ten 0 6 3 2 1

Number of Deaths-Global 77669 73931 235816 10418 296800

Number of Deaths-S. Asia 2716 9411 4280 3145 4290

Total number of disasters in South Asia declined to 34 during 
the year, but number of deaths increased to 4290, mainly due to the 
devastating flood of July-August 2010 in Pakistan which affected 20 
million people, and covered one-fifth of land mass of the country, 
making it the biggest disaster of the world in 2010.



S A A R C   D I S A S T E R   M A N A G E M E N T   C E N T R E ,   N E W  D E L H I

SDMC NEWSLETTER
January 2011 Vol. V No. 1 TOWARDS A DISASTER RESILIENT SOUTH ASIA2

Fifth Meeting of the Governing Board

The Fifth Meeting of the Governing Board of 
the SAARC Disaster Management Centre (SDMC), 
New Delhi was held in New Delhi on 12-13 Octo-
ber 2010 under the Chairmanship Mr. Dasho Pen-
den Wangchuk Secretary, Ministry of Home and 
Cultural Affairs of the Royal Government of Bhu-
tan. Nominees of all the eight Member States be-
sides representative of the Secretary General were 
present in the meeting. Initiating the discussion, Mr 
Dasho Wangchuk commended the performance 
of SDMC and highlighted the challenges ahead of 
the Centre in the context of emerging risks of cli-
mate change and urban explosion. Mr. Pema Dorji 
representing the SAARC Secretariat emphasised 
the importance of the meeting in deciding the pro-
grammes and activities of the important regional 
centre. Mr. P.G. Dhar Chakrabarti, Director of the 
SAARC Disaster Management Centre presented 
the agenda of the meeting and submitted the Ac-
tion Taken Report on the various decisions taken at 
the fourth meeting of the Governing Board. 

The Governing Board deliberated at length on 
the agenda and approved the programmes, activi-
ties and budget of the Centre for the year 2011. 
The following are some of the important decisions 
taken by the Governing Board:
1)  Landslide Risk Management: The Govern-
ing Board approved the Road Map on Landslide 

Risk Management in South Asia and approved the 
following projects for the implementation of the 
road map: 

Landslide Risk Assessment ��
Landslide Inventories��
Landslide Risk Mitigation ��
Training and Capacity Building ��
South Asia Landslide Network  ��

2) Urban Risk Management: The Governing 
Board approved the Road Map on Urban Risk Man-
agement in South Asia and approved the following 
projects for the implementation of the road map:

Template City Risk Management Plan ��
Training and Capacity Building ��
Documentation of Good Practices ��
Development of South City Network��

3) Drought Risk Management:  The Governing 
Board further approved the following 5 projects 
for the implementation of the SAARC Road Map 
on Drought Risk Management.

Drought Monitoring and Early Warning��
Drought Research and Documentation��
Training and Capacity Building ��
Sharing of Good Practices ��
South Asia Drought Network��

4) SAARC Day of Disaster Reduction: The 
Governing Board approved that the second 
Wednesday of every October shall be observed as 
the `SAARC Day of Disaster Reduction’ in con-
junction with the International Day of Disaster Re-
duction. 
5) Expert Group Meetings: The Governing 
Board approved that the following four Expert 
Group meetings shall be organized by the SDMC 
during 2011:

Expert Group Meeting on Seismic Hazard As-��
sessment for validation of various studies con-
ducted and tools and methodologies developed 
as per the SAARC Roadmap on Earthquake 
Risk Management
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Expert Group Meeting on Development of Re-��
gional Protocol on Early Warning of Cyclone 
and Tsunami for validation of the draft protocol 
developed by the SDMC
Expert Group Meeting to review the current ��
practices of landslide hazard zonation mapping 
in the countries of South Asia and to develop 
common standards on terminology, classifica-
tion system and hazard zonation mapping.
Expert Group Meeting on Drought Monitoring ��
and Early Warning System in South Asia.

6) Training Programmes: Following training 
programmes were approved:

Application of Geoinformatics for Disaster ��
Management in collaboration with IIRS Dehra-
dun for a period of two weeks.
Earthquake Hazard Mitigation for SAARC Re-��
gion in collaboration with IIT Roorkee for a pe-
riod of two weeks.
Techniques of Water Conservation and Rain-��
water Harvesting for Drought Management in 
collaboration with Central Research Institute 
on Dryland Agriculture, Hyderabad for a pe-
riod of two weeks.
Landslide Risk Management in collaboration ��
with Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu for a pe-
riod of one week
Urban Risk Management in collaboration with a ��
reputed Institute to be identified by the SDMC 
for a period of one week.

7) Research and Documentation: The Gov-

erning Board approved the following projects on 
research and documentation: 

Comprehensive Database of Landslide Disas-��
ters in South Asia since 1900 
Compendium on the Best Practices of Land-��
slide Risk Mitigation in South Asia 
Documentation of Major Droughts ��
Compendium of Good Practices on Drought ��
Risk Management in South Asia
Documentation of 100 good practices on Ur-��
ban Risk Management in South Asia
Feasibility Study for Development of Landslide ��
Early Warning System using Precipitation Thresh-
old and Numerical Weather Prediction Models
Directory of Government, Private, Non Gov-��

ernmental and other organizations working on 
Disaster Management.

Other Decisions: The Governing Board im-
pressed upon the Member States to extend neces-
sary cooperation and support to the SDMC for the 
smooth implementation of the two flagship proj-
ects of the SDMC, namely the South Asia Disaster 
Knowledge Network (SADKN) and Digital Vulner-
ability Atlas (DVA) of South Asia. 

The Governing Board approved a total budget 
of US dollars 1.6 million, which would be met out 
of savings from previous years, contributions of 
Member States and assistance from UN, the World 
Bank and other agencies.
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Fourth Asian Ministerial Conference on DRR

The fourth Asian Ministerial Conference on 
Disaster Risk Reduction (AMCDRR) was held 
on 25-28 October 2010 at Incheon, South Korea. 
This biennial Conference, which has emerged as 
an important platform on disaster management 
in the Asia-Pacific region was attended by more 
than five hundred delegates which included 
Ministers, senior policy makers, scientists, and 
practitioners from all over the Asia-Pacific. Chi-
na hosted the first conference in 2005, followed 
by India in 2007 and Malaysia in 2008. 

The theme of the 4th AMCDRR was di-
saster risk reduction (DRR) through climate 
change adaptation (CCA), which made the con-
ference an important milestone for the global 
efforts for integrating disaster management and 
climate change adaptation. 

The Conference started with a Welcoming 
Address by Mr. Song Young-Gil, Mayor of In-
cheon Metropolitan City and a Video Massage 
from Mr. Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. Mr. Lyonchhen Jigmi Y. Thin-
ley, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Bhutan 
delivered the Key Note Address. Mr. Thinley en-
thralled the audience with an inspiring speech 

that highlighted on holistic development in har-
mony with nature.

The conference was organized around three 
main High Level Round Tables of Ministers on 
the themes of (a) raising awareness and building 
capacity for DRR and CCA, (b) developing and 
sharing information, technology, sound practic-
es, and lessons learned in climate and disaster 
risk management and (c) promoting integration 
of DRR and CCA into development for green 
growth. 

The conference adopted a Declaration 
along with Roadmap and a draft Action Plan on 
integration of DRR and CCA. The draft Action 
Plan shall remain for open suggestions and com-
ments till 31st March 2011.

 It may be expected that the policy direc-
tions in the Declaration would help to mobilize 
resources for adaptation efforts in the region 
and further provide a strong support to the 
negotiations at the 16th Conference of Parties 
(COP16) of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and the 6th Conference of Parties (COP6) of 
the Kyoto Protocol, Cancun, Mexico, in Decem-
ber 2010 and beyond.
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The SAARC Disaster Management Centre 
organized a Pre-conference Event on Integrating 
Disaster Risk Reduction with Climate Change 
Adaptation in South Asia on 25th October, 2010 
at Incheon, South Korea. The event truly acted 
as a curtain raiser for the main event. It raised 
significant issues for policies and practices for 
deliberations and decisions at the main Confer-
ence:

Scientific:��  While the global trends of cli-
mate change are clear there are lots of 
uncertainties about how climate change 
would impact on rural and urban communi-
ties in local areas. There is therefore need 
to downscale climate change modelling in 
specific contexts of local communities. This 
might require lot of research involving mul-
tiple disciplines.

Technological:��  Climate change mitigation 
and adaptation would require innovation 
of technologies and transfer of appropriate 
technology without barriers. This would also 
require research, documentation and adap-
tation of indigenous technologies in modern 
contexts.

Methodological:��  Tools and methodologies 
for integration of DRR and CCA need to be 
developed and validated through pilot test-
ing for guidance of the field level practitio-
ners. There are very few such tested tools 
that are available at present.

Financial: �� Climate change adaptation and 
its integration with DRR would require size-
able investments which are beyond the ca-
pacity of many national governments. There-
fore international community must come 
forward to assist in the implementation of 
these programmes.

The Pre-Conference Event was chaired by 
Mr. Minjur Dorji, Hon’ble Home Minister of the 
Royal Government of Bhutan. Senior policy mak-
ers from all the Member States of the SAARC 
gave presentations on country perspectives on 
the issues of integration of CCA and DRR. In 
her closing remarks Ms. Margareta Wahlstorm 
Special Representative of UN Secretary Gen-
eral on DRR appreciated the rich quality of dis-
cussion, which she said, would provide valuable 
input for the main session.

SDMC actively participated in various 
sessions of the Conference. Mr. P.G. Dhar 
Chakrabarti, Director of the SAARC Disaster 
Management Centre made presentations on di-
verse themes, such as (a) status of implemen-
tation of HFA in South Asia, (b) Constraints, 
Challenges and Opportunities of disaster risk 
reduction through climate change adaptation 
in South Asia, (c) Gender Mainstreaming in Cli-
mate Change Adaptation and (d) Climate Smart 
Risk Management which were well appreciated 
by the participants from the Asia-Pacific. 

Pre-conference Event
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 The Silver Jubilee of the SAARC Charter Day was 
celebrated by the SDMC, New Delhi on December 
8, 2010 by organizing a Panel discussion on ‘Regional 
Cooperation in South Asia: Problems and Prospects’. 

The program started with a welcome address 
by Mr. P. G. Dhar Chakrabarti, Director, SDMC, New 
Delhi. He gave an overview of the activities of the 
SDMC and explained how these activities have been 
helpful in promoting regional cooperation among 
SAARC member states. H. E. Mr. Prasad Kariyawasam, 
High Commissioner of Sri Lanka in his opening re-
marks traced the genesis of the SAARC, its purpose, 
achievement and constraints faced by the organiza-
tion. While appreciating the excellent work done by 
the SDMC in a variety of activities related to training 
and capacity development, research, publications and 
people to people interactions of SAARC member 
States, H.E congratulated Mr. P.G. Dhar Chakrabarti 
Director, SDMC for his meticulous efforts in bringing 
the centre to the current heights of progress within 
5-years of its inception. He also expressed his great 
satisfaction on the pro-public activities of SDMC for 
the SAARC member states.

During the panel discussion that followed, the 
panellists who were senior diplomats from the 
Member States of the SAARC made interesting 
insights on the strength, constraints, vision and fu-
ture prospects of the SAARC.  The speakers were 
unanimous in their assessment that achievements 

made so far by the SAARC were by no means in-
significant, but the potentialities of the SAARC are 
far from being fully realised. The recent economic 
growth in the region offers tremendous opportuni-
ties for the region to accelerate their cooperation 
for faster growth and development in the region.

SAARC Charter Day Celebrated by SDMC

The function ended with a vote of thanks by 
Dr. O. P. Mishra, Head, Geological Disaster Division, 
SAARC Disaster Management Centre, New Delhi.  

SAARC Secretary General 
(Designate) visits in SDMC

Ms. Dhiyana Saeed, Secretary General desig-
nate of the SAARC visited SDMC on 2nd Decem-
ber, 2010. The Director of the Centre, Mr. P.G. Dhar 
Chakrabarti briefed her about the various activities 
of the SAARC Disaster Management Centre. She 
interacted with the Professionals and General Ser-
vice Staff of the Centre.  
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At least 42 people were killed and 65 oth-
ers severely injured when a residential building 
caved in at a congested east Delhi locality on the 
night of 15 November, 2010 in the busy Lalita 
Park area of Laxmi Nagar in the worst house 
collapse incident in the city in recent times. Trag-
edy struck around 8.15 p.m. when the 25-year-
old building that was home to over 100 people 
caved in. It was a pancake collapse. The collapse 
had taken place owing to seepage in the basement 
of the building. The building was home to a large 
number of migrant labourers. Several teams, in-
cluding a unit of 
the National Di-
saster Response 
Force, swung in 
to action imme-
diately for un-
dertaking relief 
and rescue op-
erations, clear-
ing the debris 
and looking for 
survivors. Delhi 
Finance Minister 
A.K. Walia and 
East Delhi MP Sandeep Dikshit were among the 
first to arrive at the accident site and they su-

pervised rescue operations. Many of the trapped 
have been pulled out and rushed to different 
hospitals in coordination with various agencies. 
A majority of them have sustained injuries on 
the head and limbs. 

All the hospitals responded well to the crisis 
and each and every victim was attended to prop-
erly. While 
ambulanc-
es rushed 
the injured 
to vari-
ous hospi-
tals, locals 
j o i n e d 
hands with 
the rescue 
teams in re-
moving the 
rubble with 
their hands 
in search of trapped victims. There was tension 
all around as the rescue teams faced difficul-
ties in reaching the site because of the narrow 
lanes of the congested colony. Debris clearance 
operations took 96 long hours of rescue work 
by personnel drawn from a variety of agencies. 
Delhi government has ordered a judicial probe 
into the incident to find out what led to the 
incident and suggest measures to overhaul the 
system which can act as a “deterrence” against 
such tragedies. A special Crime Branch team is 
investigating the building collapse to probe all 
angles including how the “unauthorised, weak” 
structure came up. A special team has been con-
stituted for this purpose. All angles will be inves-
tigated including the negligence of MCD officials 
or local administration with regard to the col-
lapse of the multi-storeyed building. 

70 killed, many injured in East Delhi Building Collapse
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In order to assess the progress on implementation 
of various projects of the SAARC Disaster Manage-
ment Centre (SDMC), a series of meetings were held 
by the SDMC Professionals with the Disaster Man-
agement authorities and nodal points of the SAARC 
member countries. The meetings were mainly aimed 
to assess the progress of ongoing projects, to discuss 
various constraints on implementation of SADKN 
project with and to identify prospective partner or-
ganizations in implementation.

Dr. Deepak Chamlagain, Specialist, Geological Di-
sasters Division visited Kathmandu during 17-18th 
of November, 2010 and discussed the present sta-
tus of the SADKN portal and required data for the 
country pages. The structure, content and operation 
of SADKN portal were demonstrated to the Part-
ner   Organizations and the need and usefulness of 
SADKN portal and requirement of timely updation 
was explained to the partner organizations. Clarifica-
tions were also given on the roles and contribution 
of partner organizations in the form of knowledge 
sharing, data exchange etc for portal improvement. 

Mr. Mriganka Ghatak, Specialist, Geological Disas-
ters Division represented SAARC Disaster Manage-
ment Centre in the Disaster Risk Reduction Festi-
val organized by the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Society at Dhaka, Bangla-
desh on 25th October 2010. The festival highlighted 
various issues pertaining to disaster risk reduction 
in South Asia. During the festival, disaster risk reduc-
tion experiences were shared by the member coun-

tries. Mr. Ghatak delivered a lecture on ‘Disaster Risk 
Reduction: Good Practices’. The SDMC publications 
which were put on display at the stall evoked high 
degree of interest among the delegates and visitors.

Mr. N. Muhammed Akram Specialist Knowledge 
Management Division visited Sri Lanka to provide 
necessary guidance to the concerned staff members 
of Disaster Management Centre for the development 
of Sri Lanka Disaster Knowledge Network under the 
framework of SADKN.

Dr. O.P. Mishra, Head, Geological Disasters Divi-
sion visited Afghanistan National Disaster manage-
ment Authority (ANDMA) at Kabul, during 19-20 
December, 2010 for a meeting with the Officials and 
Partner Organizations and held extensive discussions 
with them to expedite the process of collecting data 
for the South Asia Disaster Knowledge Network 
(SADKN) . On initiation of the ANDMA, Dr. Mishra 
met several officials of the Government of Afghanistan 
at Kabul for sharing their disaster related national in-
formation in real time mode for generating country 
page for Afghanistan under SADKN. The meeting was 
highly suc-
cessful and 
it was high-
lighted in 
the local 
electronic 
and print 
media in Af-
ghanistan. 

SAARC Disaster Management Centre
Ground Floor, NIDM Building, IIPA Campus, 

IP Estate, Ring Road, New Delhi-110002
Phone : 91-11-23702445

Fax : 91-11-23702446

E-mail : director.sdmc@gmail.com
Website : www.saarc-sdmc.nic.in

SDMC’s Professionals Visits


