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Regional Cooperation on Disaster Management

Natural disasters do not have any respect for national boundar-
ies. The origin and/or impact of most of the medium and large scale
disasters transcend the national boundaries of the countries and affect
the people and territories of a number of countries. Therefore, assess-
ing the hazards, vulnerabilities and risk of disasters and developing ef-
fective plans, and programmes for prevention, mitigation, preparedness
and response necessarily requires regional cooperation. Considering
the importance of regional cooperation for reducing the risks of di-
sasters, the Hyogo Framework of Action 2005-15 called upon regional
organisations to promote regional programmes, including programmes
for technical cooperation, capacity development, development of meth-
odologies and standards for hazard and vulnerability, monitoring and
assessment, sharing of information and mobilization of resources for
disaster reduction. Although there are a number of regional organisa-
tions in Asia, Africa, Americas, Europe and Oceania, track records of
most of these organisations, barring a few like the European Union and

ASEAN, have not been very encouraging.

Although the South Asian Association of Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) had been in existence since December 1985, meaningful co-
operation among the countries of the region on disaster management
did not take place until the setting up of the SAARC Disaster Manage-
ment Centre in New Delhi in January 2007. Within a short period of
four years the Centre has been able to develop a SAARC Comprehen-
sive Framework on Disaster Management and as many as twelve Road
Maps of Regional Cooperation on Disaster Management on various
thematic issues. Based on these Road Maps a number of projects on re-
gional cooperation have been developed.A draft agreement on regional
response has also been developed. Surely a strong foundation has been
made to strengthen and accelerate regional cooperation in the months

and years to come.
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Ms. Fathimath Dhiyana Saeed takes over as Secretary General of SAARC

Her  Excellency
Ms. Fathimath Dhi-
yana Saeed took over
as the tenth Secre-
tary-General of South
Asian Association for
Regional = Coopera-
tion (SAARC) on st
March 201 I, succeed-
ing Dr. Sheel Kant Shar-
ma who headed SAARC Secretariat since 2008.She
was appointed to the post by the Thirty-third Ses-
sion of the SAARC Council of Ministers in Thim-
phu, Bhutan, in February 201 1.

Born in S. Hulhudhoo (now Addu City), the
Southern province of the island nation, Ms. Dhiyana
Saeed obtained her primary and secondary educa-
tion in the Maldives. In 2000, she acquired a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Law (LLB) from the University of
Tasmania, Australia. In 2004, she earned a Master’s
Degree in Law (LLM) from the Graduate School of
Law and Politics, Osaka University, Japan.

Ms. Dhiyana Saeed started her legal career as a
State Attorney at the Attorney General’s Office in
2000. As a State Attorney, she was responsible for
providing legal opinion to the Government on all
aspects of its dealings and for reviewing draft laws
and regulations. She was promoted to the post of
Executive Director in 2005. Earlier the same year,
she was also appointed to the People’s Majlis (Par-
liament) and by virtue of that appointment, she also
became a member of the People’s Special Maijlis
(Constitutional Assembly). As a member of the
Parliament and the Constitutional Assembly, she
played a key role in introducing a multi-party de-
mocracy to the Maldives and instituting constitu-
tional and law reforms. She is especially credited
for proposing a deadline to complete the constitu-

tion and a time-bound schedule to meet the pro-
posed deadline. In 2008, she was appointed as the
Attorney General of the first multi-party Govern-
ment in the Maldives. As the Attorney General,
she played a leading role to sustain the newfound
democracy and the decentralization of powers in
the Maldives.

With a successful and rewarding legal and polit-
ical career in the Maldives spanning just over a de-
cade, Ms. Dhiyana Saeed won the unanimous sup-
port of SAARC Member States, as the first female
and the youngest, to occupy the prestigious position
of the Secretary-General to head the regional or-
ganization in South Asia. Prior to her appointment
as the tenth Secretary-General of SAARC, Ms. Dhi-
yana Saeed served as the Maldivian Government’s
Envoy for South Asia. As per SAARC convention
Ms. Saeed shall have tenure of three years.

Dr. Sheel Kant Sharma completes an
eventful tenure

Dr.  Sheel Kant
Sharma, the ninth Sec-
retary General, South
Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), has
cessfully  completed
his three years tenure
on February 28, 201 1.
During his tenure, Dr.

suc-

Sharma has put momentum to several key issues
of regional cooperation for the mutual benefit of
SAARC member states. Her Excellency Ms. Uz.
Fathimath Dhiyana Saeed from Maldives has taken
over as the tenth Secretary General of SAARC
on |st March, 201 1.
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Flood in Sri Lanka

After more than two weeks of torrential rains

starting from last week of December 2010, Sri Lan-
ka was struck by a great tragedy of flood disaster.
The flood affected 24 districts out of 25. The in-
cessant rain caused extensive flood and landslide
throughout the country particularly, the Eastern
and North Central Provinces and several other dis-
tricts. The Disaster Management Centre (DMC) of
the Ministry of Disaster Management reported that
1,009,892 people (270,715 families) were flood-
affected, with 43 deaths, 51 injuries and 4 people
reported missing and 360,208 people displaced as
of 14 January 2011. The worst affected districts
were Batticaloa, Ampara, Vavuniya, Anuradhapura,
Kandy, Matale and Trincomalee.

District Affected Displaced
Families | People | Families | People
Batticaloa 145,131 541,688 42,295 165,494
Ampara 11,2384 418,154 40,756 157,649
Trincomalee 8419 31,910 8419 31,910
Polonnaruwa 707 2,203 707 2,203
Anuradhapura 2,849 1,116 448 1,983
Matale 584 2,178 140 501
Kandy 641 2,643 123 468
TOTAL 270,715 | 1,009,892 | 92,888 | 360,208

Source : DMC, Sri Lanka

The incessant rainfall caused several landslides

in Kandy District. Ac-
cording to Dr. R.M.S.
Bandara, Head of the
Landslide Studies and
Research Division of
the National Building
Research Organisation,
eighteen landslides oc-
curred in Gangawata
Korale, Udu Dumbara,
Patha Hewaheta, Haris-

paththuwa Divisional
Secretariats in the Kan-
dy District and six were from the Badulla District. It
was estimated that nearly 11,338 houses had been
partially damaged while 1,609 were completely de-
stroyed due to floods and landslides in Kandy, Matale,
Nuwara Eliya, Badulla, Ampara, Batticaloa and Trin-
comalee Districts. Flood had destroyed over 200,000
acres of paddy fields and more than 200 small-scale
tanks. Floods severely affected Lahugala, Somawathi,
Maduruoya, Kumana and Kavudulla wildlife parks
causing huge loss of wild and domesticated animals.
According to Wildlife Conservation Department of
Sri Lanka around 50 wild elephants were killed by
the floods. A large number of cattle reared by the
farmers of the dry zone have also been reported
killed due to floods.

The Government had deployed army for the
relief and rescue operations. Several INGO/NGOs
were involved to provide humanitarian assistance to
the flood affected people. Altogether 586 welfare
centres had been set up in all the flood-affected dis-
tricts in which around 197,221 persons belonging to
52,391 families took shelter. The government had
allocated Rs. 7.1 million for the provision of relief
to the affected and also declared to provide finan-
cial assistance of Rs 50,000 for each fully damaged
house and Rs 20,000 for a partially damaged house.
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SAARC Training Workshop on Regional Framework for Action
Children & Disasters

SAARC Disaster Management Centre organized

a five day long Training Workshop on Care, Protec-
tion and Participation of Children in Disasters dur-
ing 7-11 February,201 | in Hyderabad, India at Marri
Chenna Reddy Human Resource Development In-
stitute.The programme was organized in collabora-
tion with United Nations International Child Emer-
gency Fund (UNICEF) and Save the Children.

The objective of the Training Workshop was to
bring government representatives and civil society
practitioners in one platform to engage in shared
learning and develop a regional Framework for Ac-
tion for Care, Protection and Participation of Chil-
dren in Disasters. There were 43 participants in all
who represented the national governments and
civil society representatives from all the SAARC
member countries.

The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. Shashid-
har Reddy,Vice Chairman, National Disaster Man-
agementAuthority of India.Mr.P.G.Dhar Chakrabar-
ti, Director, SAARC Disaster Management Centre
explained the objectives and expected outcomes
of the workshop.

In her keynote address Prof. Santha Sinha, Chair-
person, National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights lauded the initiative of the SDMC and
said that the workshop is first of its kind to identify
the issues of concern for children in disasters. She
highlighted that during disasters it is the child rights

which gets violated as schools are used as relief and
rehabilitation centers and child’s education is com-
promised. A book on “First response- multi-sectoral
emergency assessment case studies from India” was
released on the occasion by the chief guest.

The workshop unanimously adopted the blue-
print of a draft regional Framework of Action for
Care, Protection and Participation of Children in
Disasters. The framework identified the following
ten priorities of action for care, protection and
participation of children in disasters:
¢ Assessing Vulnerabilities of Children
Evacuation, Search and Rescue of Children
Food Security and Nutrition
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Facilities
Emergency Medical Care & Health Services
Mental Health Services for Children
Rebuilding Child Friendly Environment

Protection of Children in Disasters
Education and School Safety for Children
Participation of Children in DRR

® & & & O 6 o o o

The draft framework further suggested a road
map for implementation of the regional issues of
the framework.

Mr. K.R.Suresh Reddy,former Speaker of Legis-
lative Assembly, Andhra Pradesh delivered the Vale-
dictory Address and distributed the certificates to
the participants of the workshop.
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SAARC Regional Training Programme on Incident Command System

SAARC Disaster Management Centre orga-

nized a Regional Training Programme on Incident
Command System (ICS) for the senior emergency
managers from the SAARC Member Countries
from 14 to 18 March 2011 in Colombo, Sri Lan-
ka. The programme was organized in collabora-
tion with United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), United States Forest Ser-
vice (USFC), Asian Disaster Preparedness Center
(ADPC) Bangkok and Disaster Management Cen-
tre (DMCQ), Sri Lanka. Senior emergency managers
from all the SAARC countries attended the pro-
gramme.

Most of the SAARC countries have well-defined
administrative structure extending up to the village
level, but the designated officers responsible for
coordinating disaster response are not backed by
trained and equipped professional teams for per-
forming various specialized functions of emergency
response and relief operations. Hence professional-
ization of emergency management is one of the key
challenges in South Asia. The ICS provides a useful
tool for professionalization of emergency services
in the region.

The first four days of the programme focused
on conducting training on basic eight modules of
ICS viz. introduction, organization and command
structure, managing ICS by objectives, operation of
ICS, planning and coordination and implementation.

On the final day the participants deliberated on de-
veloping a strategic framework for professionaliza-
tion of disaster response and emergency manage-
ment system in South Asia.

The framework that was adopted unanimously
recommended a five-fold strategy for the system-
atic introduction of ICS in the emergency manage-
ment system of the countries of South Asia.

¢ Policy decision has to be taken in each country
for the adoption of the tools of ICS for emer-

gency management in the country.

¢ Countries should adapt and customize the sys-
tems and processes of ICS in accordance with
the local administrative structures, functions
and processes.

¢ Government functionaries responsible for
emergency management at the local, provincial
and national levels should be trained thoroughly
with the adapted version of the ICS.

¢ Trained ICS personnel should be positioned for
management of emergency situations as and

when these take place.

Statutory or administrative regulations should
be issued for the institutionalization of ICS in the
administrative system of the country so that it
achieves legal sanctity.
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Ms.Valerie Amos, UN Under Secretary
for Humanitarian Affairs & Emergency
Relief coordinator visits SDMC

Ms. Valerie Amos, Under-Secretary General of
the United Nations for Humanitarian Affairs and
Emergency Relief Coordinator visited the SAARC
Disaster Management Centre on 29 March 201 1.
She was accompanied by a high level team from the
UNOCHA.

Mr. P. G. Dhar Chakrabarti, Director, SDMC
and Executive Director NIDM welcomed the visit-
ing dignitaries and presented a broad overview of
the mandate, functions and activities of the twin
institutions of SDMC and NIDM. A brief demon-
stration of two flagship projects of SDMC- South
Asia Disaster Knowledge Network and Disaster
Vulnerability Atlas of South Asia were made on the
occasion. The ongoing efforts to develop a Natural
Disaster Rapid Response Mechanism (NDRRM) in
South Asia were also explained.

While appreciating the activities of SDMC, Ms.
Valerie Amos explained the global support of the
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) towards training
and capacity building initiatives on disaster manage-
ment. She expressed her willingness to work with
SDMC for developing the regional capacity on di-
saster response.

The programme was attended by professional
of SDMC and faculty members of National Insti-
tute of Disaster Management, India.

US Ambassador to Nepal visits SDMC

On 17 March, 2011, His Excellency Mr. Scott H.
Delisi, US Ambassador to Nepal visited SAARC Di-
saster Management Centre along with Mr. Timothy
Trenkle, Political Economic Chief, US Embassy, Nepal;
Mr. Gary Robbins, Director, Food Security, USAID,
India; Ms. Shannon Hill, Political Officer, US Embassy,
India. Dr. Satender;, Head, Knowledge Management
Division welcomed the visitors, while Dr. O.P. Mishra,
Head, Geological Disaster Division gave brief presen-
tation on SDMC, its activities and achievements. His
Excellency appreciated the work of SDMC in shar-
ing knowledge, information, capacity building, research
and best practices among the countries of the region.
He also expressed his willingness to work with SDMC
on regional issues of disaster management. The pro-
gramme was attended by the professionals and gen-
eral service staffs of SDMC and representative from
the National Institute of Disaster Management.

Avalanche in Afghanistan

On 18 February, 2011 at least 23 people were
killed in Daikundee province and closed the roads
between districts and the centre of that province.
Avalanches also destroyed seven residential building
in the district. The northern mountainous stretch
of the Afghanistan particularly Farah, Bamyan, Ghor
and Daykundi provinces are vulnerable to avalanche
hazard. Last year only, 246 people were killed by ava-
lanches.
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Earthquake in Pakistan

An earthquake struck the south western region
of Pakistan on January 19, 2010 at 1:23 AM local
time. According to United States Geological Sur-
vey (USGS) the earthquake was of 7.2 magnitude
and the epicenter was located at 55 kilometers (34
miles) west of Dalbandin, Balochistan province and
at a depth of 68 kilometers (52 miles). The earth-
quake was felt in Dubai in the west and New Delhi,
Haryana, and Rajasthan states of India.

According to National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) of Pakistan, there was no ca-
sualty in the affected region. Four people sustained
light injuries in Dalbandin when roofs of their
houses collapsed. number of government offices
was also damaged.

NDMA distributed necessary relief goods, in-
cluding food, tents, medicines and blankets to the
affected areas.

Fire breaks out at Bhutanese Refugee
Camp, Nepal

About 750 huts were gutted in massive fires
that erupted in a Bhutanese Refugee Camps at
Goldhaap in Jhapa district and Shanischare in Mo-
rang district in eastern Nepal. Immediately follow-
ing the incident, an interagency meeting was called
and attended by the Refugee Coordination Unit
(RCU), the UNHCR, the World Food Programme
(WFP), LWF, CARITAS and the Association of Med-
ical Doctors of Asia (AMDA) and a task force was

SAARC DISASTER

MANAGEMENT

formed to expedite the rescue and relief work. The
task force was coordinated by the RCU which is
the Government mechanism that coordinates the
refugee operations at the field level.

Stampede claims lives of 102 in India

The stampede that occurred at Pullumedu near
the famous Sabarimala hill shrine in Kerala claimed
lives of 102 devotees and 50 others injured. The
accident took place on |5 January, 2011 at about

8:15 PM seven kilometers away from the shrine

when a jeep went out of control and ploughed into
devotees in a narrow forest stretch at Pullumedu,
triggering a stampede. The disaster occurred when
the pilgrims were returning back after darshan
at the hill shrine of Lord Ayyappa on the ‘Makara
Samkarma Pooja’. Most of the deceased pilgrims
were senior citizens. A team of National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) was sent to the scene for
relief and rescue operations.

CENTRE, NEW DELHI
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Road accident in Pakistan

Thirty-three passengers were burnt alive and
nineteen others sustained injuries when a bus
collided with a parked oil tanker on the Super
Highway near Nooriabad in Jamshoro district on
24 January, 201 1. A bus carrying passengers was
heading to Sukkur from Karachi when it hit an oll
tanker parked on the Super Highway, just 10 kilo-
metres from Nooriabad. The collision caused a fire
that engulfed both vehicles killing mostly women
and children and most of the bodies were beyond
recognition. The rescue teams of police, motorway
staff and various organizations rushed to the scene
and shifted the bodies and the injured to different
hospitals of Karachi, Hyderabad and Jamshoro. Ac-
cording to survivors, the main reason behind the
accident was driver’s carelessness.

Dr. Satendra joins SDMC

Dr.
ficer of Indian Forest Service,
joined the SAARC Disaster
Management Centre on | Feb-
ruary 201 | as Head of the new-

Satendra, a senior of-

ly created Knowledge Manage-
ment Division of the Centre.
He obtained his M.Sc. in Applied Geology and
Ph. D. from Delhi University on Himalayan Geo-
tectonics and M.B.A. with specialization in Disas-
ter Management from University of Hull, United
Kingdom.

Dr. Satendra carries with him years of experi-
ence as Secretary in the Department of Disaster
Management, Government of Bihar,a faculty in Na-
tional Centre/ Institute for Disaster Management,
Deputy Secretary with Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment and Forest Fire division in with Ministry
of Environment and Forest, Government of India.
He worked as International Expert on Disaster
Management and Climate Change with Food and
Agriculture Organization in several countries.
Dr Satendra has authored six books on Disaster
Management, Forestry and related issues. One of
his books was awarded by Department of Science
and Technology, Government of India.

Dr. Mishra represents SDMC in the high level symposium at Kathmandu, Nepal

Dr. O. P. Mishra, Head, GDD, represented the SDMC at the high level symposium on earthquake risk
mitigation strategies at Kathmandu, Nepal, which was jointly organized by USAID Nepal and Ministry of
Home Affairs, Government of Nepal during February 14-15.

SAARC Disaster Management Centre
Ground Floor; NIDM Building, IIPA Campus,
IP Estate, Ring Road, New Delhi- 110002
Phone :91-11-23702445
Fax :91-11-23702446

E-mail : director.sdmc@gmail.com
Website : www.saarc-sdmc.nic.in
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